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BZ f you expect to find this Dedication EY 

_—_ A tedious, formal, flattering, quaint eration, 
i from one end to t'other with your praiſes, 

1 While the tir'd reader like a ſtuck pig gazes, 


I'd not ſit down to praiſe the Lord's anoint 
„„ Iyre of flattery in theſe days of Ge 
©. Canne'er be heard, unleſs it roars like thunder ; 
And modern bards have ſo o'erdone the thing, 
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Vet prithee, Madam, * t miſtake me . 


| To do you juſtice my poor wits are bent all, 
ile. For you can teach fine ladies to unite | 
EIT: _ The uſeful talents with the ornamental. 


Tho' in fine arts Feder 48 eil, | 
Tho' you can A and paint with 5 much 
; taſte, | 
| You don't diſdain your mother earth to ll, 


F: 471 To Ritch a wriſtband, or to make puff paſte. 
55 . : | EZ | Lords 
by | i 
? 7: 


Rag RO OY MISS $—— 


ll Il fear me you'll be ſtrangely diſappointed ; ' 


„* in quite afraid that eee the . 


1 


| Drvigarion. a OT 


nent good wiſe os ey 


+ — had, or not, the gifts of Mammon, 


For you can ſpin, and ſew, and cook, and bake, 


—=_ Nen my 2285 _ _—_ Y * 

Tho' i in theſe a arts you ck can 1 hs hour, | 

Andi gaily bid the paſſing moments fly, 

- Yet you polleſs the dearer, happier power, 
| To ſoothe the forrowing ou mic pay 


| But lad! don't let me thus grow ſentimental, 
That is'nt at all the ſtyle that 1 intended, 


A few light yerſes here are ornamental, a Rs 


-And to write Fo Prom 8 2 ne er A 
ended. 


If e'er your eyes Gould: in theſe pages fin 
As ten to one ſome Jeiſure hour they may,  -.* 


Will you not wonder to be thus addreſs'd, - 5 0 92 
By one to whom you are a total ſtranger? 


But let not anger fire Miſs 8 s breaſt, 
[ a ſuch addreſſes chere can be no N 


What can the creature mean, FOE oe you ſay, 
To dignify ſuch nonfenſe with my name? 

Yet read, dear creature, through the book I pray, - 
And cell me then if 'm ſo much to > blame. KT 
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Ven lors in Gi) the Arge hearty; gd 
Then prithee take poor Fanny Vincent rw . 
1 you'll but prove a Lady Suſan to her, | 
In vain ſhall critics labour to undo her ED) 
Proud of your countenance ſhe'll ſtand optoldly, 

l And take all eren criticitivg 1788 6h 5 


. vain dries co wite dalle, Land, SITTER crater 1 | 

Why I declare ſhe's loſt her reputation. 

Well, *tis beyond all probable e good nature, | CES 
To take her part en folks of 7 7 


Vet ſee the 8 vieim of the 9 
See her to infamy s deep dungeon burl'd; . 
Pity the ſwelling tear, the burſting ſigh, 
The conſcious innocence that gilds her eyes 3. 
| Reſcue from Wen, her injur'd name, 


And by your goodneſs raiſe the maid to fame. 
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| vanity than any other claſs of mor- „ 4 | 
Von beanties, who in all tlie — | 

5 pings of dreft, ln 

the eye of admiration, and the whiſ⸗ = 

. per of applauſe ; you beaux, when 4 

hibit your” cropt heads, and ort 1 
| flicks in the playhouſe lobbies ; : bu 
5 Fas 27, ᷣ NC“ 
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*-phiyficiaiis, who. utter ay an TY 
- unintelligible harangues to the won- 


dering patient; in ſhort, all you 


= mortals who claim; in any way, the 1 
2 pre- eminence over any of 
your fellow-beings,* (and where is 
the mortal ſo low, who finds not. 
ſome peculiarity whereon to ground 
ſelf. approbation) what are your pre- 
tenſions to vanity, compared to thoſe 


of an author? A being, who'by.a few. OL 


ſtrokes with a pen, can fill up the 
vacant hour, can raiſe the ſmile, or 
promote the tear, through diſtant 
climes and periods, calls the world 
to judge of the production of leiſure, 
and gather a knot of critics round . 
the amuſement of an hour. The 
author looks on his book, the cre- 
ation of his brain, the creature he has 
| called out of nothings. the- chaos to 


which 
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To arrive at pre-eminence is far 
beyond my hopes; to eſcape blame, 


as much below them; I wiſn not to a 
be known, but I wiſh Fanny Vin“ 


cent to be liked. I feel like a mo- 


ther, who, introducing her daughter : 


to a crowded aſſembly, is content to 
be unnoticed herſelf, while ſhe pants 
for the favourable reception of her 


child. Wrapt up in ſecrecy, 1 
ſhould be pleaſed to hear, 1 WOlt- 0 


| der who wrote Fanny ! * It is a 


queſtion 1 never mean to anſwer, a: as 
I write not for fame but pleaſure 


yet were I conſcious of a ſingle line 


in this performance, inimical to the 
intereſts of virtue, I would burn the 


book 


=, — 1; happy the ä 
| Writer, who, with 4 s ſmile, 7 pro- 
| Hounce it good. Rin e N 150. 
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ronet in the north of England. He 
had married, when very young, the 
daugbter of an ancient and illuſtrious 
family, deſcended, in che female line 


nor inherited, with all the beauty, 
uncontrolable ſpiri rit of her 
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IR John Sinclair was a wealthy ba- N 


angeſtors; and Lady Elea- : 
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ar changes; that we need not ſe . 
- otherwiſe. to account for the penury of 
Lady Eleanor s father, who could ſcarce  _ 
leave a ſufficient income to his heir to 

ſupport the nobility of his houſe; and 

_ the daughters were obliged to ſeek, in 

affluent marriages, what the extrava- 


gance or hoſpitality of their anceſtgrs had 


PE add 


deprived them of. Yet the native pride 
of Lady Eleanor made her ill brook 


that want of riches, which had driven 
her t to le a commoner to hen arms. COTE, 
be lived for any years: SPL 6 ts ? 
ng without any inheritors of her beau- 
ty or her pride; when, at a period to- 
tally unexpected, after an union of near 


twelve years, ſhe became pregnant. = 


Sir John, delighted with. the proſpect 
of an heir to his eſtates, which muſt 


5 otherwiſe 89 to a x branch of wr Kune = 


1.40 he 


- Aged herſelf, yer ſo much did the | 


It came ts ſettle in ee Bil 5 og! 
5 3 tel A 1 3 425 2 5 ie 
Mr 1 Vincent, rhoigh poor; 
Ante from 47 Keb che a . 
+? wal f : 
. 5 
f 


re 


be bad een very little — with; 
kues not how to contain his joy; While 
Lady Eleanor hoped for a ſon, in whom 
che nobility of his mother would . 
over the plebeian turn of his father. 
Her plan however was diſappointed? 
ho at the appointed time Lady Eleanor 

1 t to a Aan 5 45 


14 5 ; 5 : & 8 4 5 ” 


* is 4 5 . 1 


10 this + Chit ſhe gave the 4 IF es) 
of Auguſta; and though ſhe ſaw in the 
infant the traces of that beauty which 


feel the diſapp ointment of her hopes; 
chat ſhe never beheld her without a patig-/ 
Time, however, paſſe away, and Ru- 
ut Bad 00 had Her türe ür! 
when a woman of che name of Vincent | 


73 f 1 e is ſeldom found among mere ruſ- 


6˖ r og 
75 by an Air of mildneſs and. melancholy, | 


ties. Bl, here was a ſomething in her 
manners which beſpoke her ſuperior to 
ber neighbours; but ſhe was yet more 
diſtinguiſhed from them by the bea fy 
__andele dd the lite Fanny. 5 


17 70 N * 


ee £01 919 e 
| F. anny 1 was now 3 months ol x, 
F She. ſhewed. already her grace, her wit, 
and her. ſenſibility. Lady Eleanor Was 
ſtruck with the child, and with en 


5 ther. She eonverſed frequently with + 


Mrs. Vincent, and was one day cloſeted 
with her for two hours. At the expi- ; 
ration of that time Mrs. Vincent went 


home, and ſoon returned with the little 
Fanny. KA thouſand times ſhe embraced | 
and bleſſed her darling; at length e 
put het into the arms of Lady Eleanor, 
and took her leave. Mrs. Vincent i . 
: a ques the village, at i Lady 

| : Eleanor 
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F affociutcd: the beautiful F Pay 
with her day —_— due 


2 


: 
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A nao year pd, and Lady E Elea- | 


nor found herſelf once more with child. 


New hopes rekindled in her boſom 3 4 
and ar length the was gratified by be- 
der qa . a a S POT 7 | 5 


2 7 


Her A relations were dee to 
the chriſtening, and her ſon r 


the names of Fitzroy Scroop Auguſtus, + 


after his ſponſors. - An elegant entertain 
ment was provided, and Lady * 
Was all vivacity, when ſuddenly the 
nurſe called her from the table, and the 
found the child of her hopes in dreadful _ 
convulſions, which, in a few minutes, 
put an end to bis life. When ſhe be- 
held him dead and Riff, ſhe fell i into the 


moſt violent agonies of rage and SO 
"=o * of her fury were too 
. B ö much | 


A 


„ 


| 


Ie 2a a 
8 ' 


nnr. 


muc fi N ey enfecbled frame, ds .* 1 5 
bg: malignant fever.coſued, which: carried 7 
2k her off 1 In four-and-tyency hours. 5 


Ni . 
"ip violence a” Lady-Eleanor's 9 lot 5 
kit bad, in a degree, curbed in the way- - 
wardneſs of Sir John's diſpoſition, and. 
de felt himfelf as much inclined to re | 
| Joice as to weep, at the loſs of 4 wife 

who had kept him in a ſtate of ſubjec- 
tion. He now gave the reins to his in- 
clination; and, providing. a governeſ: 
1 the two girls, to whom he commit- 
ted the entire management of them, he ff * 
allotted to their uſe one wing of the 
| manſion-houſe, and devoted the reſt of 
the building to the friends and compa- 
nions of his debaucheries, Wine, gam-. 
ing, hunting, and women, by turns 
governed his ſoul; and, as he had no ; 
| ſettled principles to controul his paſſions, 
he vga loaſe to very ee 5 
| "wen 8 
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: the pride and paſ 


"7D. as 


FANNY, 15 * = 


"A was by 


7 ver he » was often, vu Fo 


1464 mon to ag O0! na fp jos co 
The th 1 ed for 3 5 
= and Fanny, was a woman of a character 
too. common in her ſtation. Skilled in 
the low cunning of the world, ſhe treated 
_ Miſs Sinclair with the profoundeſt re- 
ſpect, foſtering in her young mind all 
afſions for which her mo- 
1 an been ſo e, e. ' 


{ie for on wo, mole. name- * 


„Mages was forgotten by the whole 


e e Lady Eleanor's ſervants had 


n 4 He been 


turns che prey of 1 
4 \ gamblers; paraſites, and harlots. 5 
men, were, however, his prevailing paſ- | 
ſion, and his houſe was perpetually filled {| 
with a tribe of looſe, diſorderly females, | 
Fr vdo ercluded all better com 
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ny, and 
uſe, from 
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MW 
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Je W tos 6 nei for any : 
to remember it) ſhe was ſubjected to 
„ the indignities which poverty and 
Aeaependence never fail to meet with from 
© the lliberal pride of common minds. — 
_ by Her beauty, her graces, her underſt: wt 125 
ing, eminent above her years and her ſenk, 
availed her nothing with Mrs. Bruton; 
and if ſhe improved her natural talents, it 
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mind which led her to che Jurfuit of 
Rs and went © e 
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Ns tit cite in ages; me be- 

gan to imitate Mrs. Bruton in her treat- 
ment of Fanny; and the affection natu- c 
ral from a child to her companion, was 
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heart. Frequently would ſhe call Fanny p— 
hep the — and 1 inſulting appel- 
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was not owing to the inſtructions of her 
tutoreſs, hut to that native elegance © of JT 
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Though a a woman was appointed te to 


wait upon them both, Miſs Sinclair 
would ſuffer nobody to do her errands, 
and perform the office. of her ſervant but 


Fanny, towards whom ſhe never thought 
it / neceſſary to ſmooth her ill temper 
| under the maſk of civility. When this 
cuſtom. was once eſtabliſhed, ſne began 
to feel it a degradation that Fanny ſhould 
eat at her table; and, by degrees, drove 
ber the table of ber en woman. 
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. & ee child hore this treat- 
ment with a meekneſs and reſignation 
which Miſs Sinclair and Mrs. Bruton 
attributed to the ſervility natural to ſuch: - 
grovelling. beings ; and Mrs. Bruton 
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FANNY. 


| entangled, chat it was evident enoug 
Fanny was born to a ſtate 
Her mind, ſhe ſnid; “ raiſed her no 
Mahar: ;—ſhe had no independence i in 
her ſpirit ;—while no one could ever 
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adopt them implicitly. She took every 
opportunity of ſhewing t tlie nob 
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The conceſſions ſhe too eafily obtained 
from Mrs. Bruton taught her always to 
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fſance, and her ſpirit became obſtinate, 
and unable to bear contradiction. 
She had long thought the confinemen 
e were Wee in odious enn = 
A een 


i | Theſe | F les ecorlbc too well ts 
| with Auguſta's diſpoſition! for her not to 
liry of 
her ſoul, by her arrogant manner of de- 
Jivering her orders, and by never re- 
ceding from a point once demanded.— 


0f ſlavery. Fr 


imagine _ Sinclair born cee com- 


expect the fame unbounded complai- 
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: itherto' obeyed; though end fe. 
ance; but when ſhe had attained 


7 ths age of fifteen, ſhe determined to 
N21 no longer. Kt 235 gte 3 
0 -1 Cy 


Hier, alhtes 5465 vide e un 


K „ ES. 


Among other modes of Ault the 
nd of her pupil, (for Fanny had long 


been diſregarded) Mrs. Bruton had not 
neglected the reading of all the new no- 


vels and Miſs Sinclair's head was full 


KS of beroines of fifteen, who, by. their 
1 _ gave laws to a croud of ador- 


Fhis was preciſely the ſituation 
the panted for. Her glaſs and her go- 


verneſs both told her ſhe was beautiful; + 
and her heart informed her ſhe was ca- 


pable of giving laws. She was indeed. 
uncommonly beautiful. Her ſtature 
was tall and large ;—ſhe had wonderful 
Alt) in her manner, and her com- 
. eyes were full of fire; her 
| B 6 com plexiom | 
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complexion was. eminently fair and 
eyes, gave her an expreſſion too often 

wanting to a fair ſkin. Her father, 
who, though he ſeldom ſaw his, daugh- 


þ arched noſe, and dark blue 


ter, willingly contributed to her ex - 


Perg es had furniſhed her with a variety 
| which the wore with the air Ws a queens. 


ths becoming her age and ſtation, 
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teen years old. She dreſſed herſelf 1 an. 
her _ beſt habiliments, — and, hearing 
from the ſervants. that her father was 
alone in the faloan, ſhe deſired to be 3 

\ conducted to him. The fellow heſitated % 
and flared, —She repeated her words.— 7 
The man ſtammered out ſomething 2 
about his maſter's orders, —** You do. 
well,“ ſaid ſhe, ta reſpect your maſ- 
Aer's orders;. now. learn to obey your 75 


1 -r 8 The fellow, confounded, led 
the | 
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dhe way a ee and 3 7 
open the door of the faloon, ene N 


to her aſtoniſhed father the entr 
1 Sinclair. „„ => 
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Mi Sinclair 1 3 all the 


_ dignity of her mother, and Sir John 


fate firſt. gave her to him. He. roſe 


from his . ſeat, and led his daughter to Ty 
a chair. Several months had elapſed _ 
ſince he had ſeen her, and he was _ 1 


1 at her ie and at e- 5 
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| She far for 8 minutes lene. Sir 
John ſtanding by and looking at her. 


At length he approached her, and faid, 
* Welceme, my. daughter to, your fa- 
= ther 8 houſe :;—henceforth be it's miſ- 


treſs. —“ She intended it“ ſhe 


« on n ſome conditions,” He demanded 
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to know, heme?! She replies, = = Th 
bs company ſhould be fit for he 


5 - fociate” With. Sir John, erer Auen e 
d 0 be ſubject to a ſuperior ſpirit, pro- 

il | miſed compliance, and. nk 9 
ts beſt friends imaginable. ' PT 2 
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Mrs. Bruton; from the governeſs, be- 
came the mithble | companio ion of Miſs | 


Sinclair; and the lovely Fanny was fixed 


} | in the degrading ſituation / * der wait- i 5 
eee Augiſiabonobjninedthe 
a abſolute rule of her father's mind. She | 


moulded him to ber will;—nay, to ber 
caprice, in every inſtance; and as her 
r was unboun ed, ſhe fought, in 
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| Foitable to her diſpoſition, for above a 


 rwelvemnonth, when one morning her 
father entered her 
Fanny was arranging her hair. Sir Joh! 
had not ſeen the fair attendant of his 
| daughter fince' her NE Oe was: hin 


 drefſing-room, 1 


wwe wit berker 


ful, fo pliant, and fo ſlender, arne 
never gave you the idea of extraordinary 
5 height; —the ſhortne 
elegant length of ber limbs, gave her 
the appearance of the beautiful bending, 
figures of the Grecian ſehool. Her 
hands and arms were white, 4 deli- 


_ eately turned. A pro of pale 
brown hair fell about her _— boſom 
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yer only ſhaded by x highdockirs and. 
her throat 3 was of anadmirable. whiteneſs | 


ul ; For fo. Deppad all wir of feature 
vas the mind that animated that ſweet 
5 countenance, that the eye which beheld 
- _ ever remar r rity f 
her face, but, enchanted with the lovelz © 0 
whole, ' ſought in vain to dwell on each 
ſeparate perfection. Her countenance, * 
ever varying with the impreſſion of the he ; 
moment, was never three minutes the 
ſame, fave in the mne of e 15 

neſs and modeſty. The lively and mY, 
touching graces, a ſoft, and melting lan- > 
guor, an eaſy gaiety, ſucceeded by turns, 
nod Sir John Sinclair, long accuſtomed 
to give way to his feelings for the ſex, © 
in which he was eſteemed a connoiſſeur, 
beheld the fair form of Fanny with an 
_ admiration he could not conceal. Is, - 
1 abet ce e muſt be Fanny 4” 
| | Fan, 
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A to leave 8 room. —. 8 
vou going, child?” ſaid Auguſta a 
1 Pray ſtay and-finiſh my hair. 

40 * Why does not your woman pin. * 
your hair?” ſaid Sir John My wo- 
mant: repeated Miſs Sinallir:< 40 Why... 
what is Fanny?“ Fanny, reſumed. 
Sir John, was not deſtined for that 
purpoſe, nor ſhall ſhe be degraded to 
it. 1 know not how i it has Den n me 


your — as e E: ot 
ov: the future the ſhould be. introduced. 
—* That is an expectation, re 
Auguſta arply, which, I will Sd. 
ture to ſay, will be diſappointed. What, 
pray, entitles her to be the companion 
of the grand- daughter of the houſe of 
Fitzroy 2 —<< As for that, Auguſta,” | | 
replied the Baronet, . 4e it is. a point we 


vill not diſcuſs at preſent, We diſtreſs 
a, 8 ä 
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eee beds e et piles 
1 een 4 repeated Miſs Sinclair ; 

14 is vaſtly to be pitied ! Pethaps he 
| is mortified by your notice, Sir: or 
humbled to think that a beggar's brat is 
waiſed to the office ef my woman; let 


haar not age? am Row my a weman 


5 {hs 1 ee Point here he 
leaſt could bear contradiction, an infant 
paſſion, became yet more warm. Witk 
a few oaths he told his daughter be 
would be obeyed; and, taking Fanny 8 
Band, he ſaid, „Be not uneaſy, my 
lovely charge, you ſhall find that I wilt 
not be all my life under petticoat go- 
vernment. Many years I was controlec 
by her mother, and now the arrogant 


daughter preſumes to aſſume the reins. 
bee not, fair Fanny, Fur ſhall de 
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= . Auguſta,” fa aig [at i. 26 
1 ee you to be filent, or to ſpeak — 
HY mas; W No, my ſweet gi, 
ö | Fanny, Wiha | 
: voice > and look, ;*5 you were 
born to grace the higheſt ſtation, and 
. the beſt lady in the land might be proud 

do be your aſſociate. ( Born to grace 

=, the bigheſt ſtation !”? repeated Miſs Sin- 1 
. clair ſarcaſti ically ; 4 Perhaps, then, like - - 
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| ſees: girl i * deſcended em a regal 
ſtock. Shame on your auguſt relations | 
_ that oy do not come to claim their 
5 dependant couſin, and raiſe her to the 
| honours ſhe was born to grace. — 
e, rather, on your inhuman heart, 
uguſta Sinclair, replied Sir John, 
. 20 which can thus delight 'to wound a. 
boſom ara with ſenſibility ed this. 2 
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"ide Fanny had made rend at- 5 
tempts to eſcape ; but Sir John Rill 


Hell her hand, and detained her near I 


him. She was ſobbing violently, and, 

a herſelf on her knees before Sir 
John, * beſeech you, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, 
ce permit me to retire.” 1 thank] you. 
Sor your intended: goodneſs. to me, but 
J am unworthy of it; and 1 entreat you | | 
to forget that a being like me could oc- 5 
caſion an altercation between Miſs Sin- 
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ED : 2 W would bay 


_ Placing her i in an eaſy. c 
ber to com poſe her f pirits; and ordered 


& Fanny need be no. conſtraint. She 
was not aſhamed of herſelf, nor could 


" round 


She. was not born for it.“ No, „ 
N deed,” al . replied, the inſelent Auguſta, - 
* ſhe was not born to ſo high an office; ; 
but i it 1s > Ny; him te to raiſe her to it, and 


fi the room; but Sir John roſe x alſo, 


hair, defired | 15 4 
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| M 94 Sinclair . 0 „That beinight 
| he pleaſed to her, the preſence 


be make her fo,” Thea turning quick - — 
,and fixing her eye5.op Fanny, _— 

7 When you are recovered,” ſaid, the, | . 
feornfully, * come and finiſh my hairs, * 
en vou, Auguſta,” ſaid Sir John, Es. 
hn 2 loud voice, © ſhe ſhall not. do 1 it. 
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Proper ſenſe of what is due nyſe,» 46 
_ anſwered” quickly the hbaughty . 
ter.“ — “ T tell you,” faid Sir John, 


© that though there is ſome myſtery in 


1 Fanny" 8 birth, yer ſhe is perhaps 


equal; it is plain your mother mo 


io, by choofing her for your companion, 


and placing her on an equality” with | 


you My morher. might,” for once; 


be miſtaken,” ſaid Auguſta, es znny's 
grovelling ſpirit ſhews her born for de- 
pendence. Folly,” ſaid Sir N 
e look at that form, chat face, che mind 
expfeſſed in that lovely face; and by, 
if yo dare, ſhe was not born your 
equal, your ſuperior.— te You wilt ruin 
the girl by your flattery, Sir, ſaid Au- 
guſta ; ; * ſuch palaver is only fit for the 
women.who uſed to be your computiens, 
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| Gohild,” faid the to Fanny, e 
my room: and, do . you: bear, let no 


' your head be turned by what you. have 


1 heard, and fancy TOY. a |perſon 0 


« Avgutia,” aid Sir Fase ieee 
th:a voict and countenance uncom- 
monly diſordered, £ Auguſta, on your | 
| duty I charge you, hear and obey meg 
5 ans receive this lovely girl for your 
5 companion, your friend; introduce her 
ik you into all companies; let her be 
dreſſed in equal elegance wich vyour- 
ſelf, or from this moment I renounce 
Lare as. my daughter, cut you off om 
and, from what yo vas 
oe; more, the: indulgencies and luxuries _ 
you have hitherto enjoyed. Not a 


paring to anſwer ;] will let you know- 
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word,” ſaid he, obſerving ſhe was pre- . 
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Fangy role det her ſcat, and, once | 
more throwing herſelf on her knees, in . 
the moſt affecting voice . 
John to Wer gr his p 2 5 

he pro- 

3 KF: fed og hos; . turning to Miſs. 

Sinclair; ſhe added, . And you, Ma | 


dach, pardon me the uneaſineſs I have 
been the unfortunate tauſe of; and ſuf- 3 ; 
fer me to remove from your ſight the 
object of your eee '—< Child,” 
ſaid Miſs Sinclair, — “ I never once 
thought enough ben you io make you 
the object of my diſpleaſure; e i 
as you are, I chuſe to have you's about nie.” 
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e And is your heart ſo bard, Aus -- 
ee. cried Sir John, 1 ſußfered : 
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s of the houſe. 1 
word, added 


\ about to reply; and, taking Fanny by 


p : 


7 the hand, he led er out of the rom. 
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The obſequious 1 uton nom en- 
| ered; ſhe ſaw the lowering cloud upo 

TE. Miſs Sinclair's brow, and 1 h 
it briefly accounted for, ſai 
1 vrhat do you reſolve on? 
her o as 
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voured to bm ere her with a. Wel 
eomplicentss intermixed with ſome ca. 

| 4 | ened the innocent 
ny to look up to bim as à father 
Sir John obſerved her increaſing con- 
fſidence, and, with the moſt footh ing 
voice and manner, charged her to ap- 

Ply to > hith in all her little wants, and to 

bold herſelf dependant on no one but 
7 nſelf. Then,” ſaid he, my fair 
Fay, gently drawing her on his Knee 
as he ſpoke, © then I truſt you will ne· 
ver feel an untotmfortable moment. 
Tell me, ſweet gitl,“ added he, kifling 
a tear from her cheek of will 1 not Loy 
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: e moment when acquieſcence would | 
be a grace, but they. never fail to do it 
at laſt; but I go and leave you to pte. 
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ey, * Sos} to 18 Pere 15 
mitted to abſent herſelf to- day; but Sir 
John replied, “ No, my love; if we yield 
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company; for, with your; form and TO,” : 
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ey bluſhed | as Sir John kiſſed ber 
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between hope and fear, expecting ſhe 


* not what of pleaſure from her in. 
arc 


— 


* 
45 


7 2 


| | 


"on 


44 


. . > r. x * A : . < Y * 
- | f 7555 A : 7 by 8 he N . | 
i FANNY. N 
"Fla 25 3 £4 3 2 7 


1 trod N to theſe novel ſcenes, and : 
farcaſtic tyranny of Miſs - 
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With confidence on future pleaſures; 
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plicit obedience, they received his com- | 
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„ eſt det boy . Sir gehn himGaF foe 
1 ſort of Pata ſpringing in his heart 
which he yet ſcarce daredavow even to 
Himſelf, It is certain that the beautiful 
form of Fanny had awakened all thoſe 
f warm ſentiments he had ever been ac- 
cuſtomed to feel for her ſex; and he 
was not of a temper eaſily to abandon 
ſuch a hope. Obſtacles ſeemed only to 
inflame his paſſion, and the apparent 
innocence, and unſuſpicious confidence 
ol its fair object was eminently aucune 
to encreaſe his deſires-. He N 
therefore to. purſue his object with a 
caution which ſhould leave no rom for 
alarm; and he, Who, like the Sultan 
the Eaſt, had hitherto been accuſtom- 
ed to the eaſy ſmiles of venal beauty, 
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er ſort, from the unpractiſed heart of 
his i Went victim. le knew from 
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t Fanny, pfeſented her to each  _ 
of his gueſts in a particular r r .— . 
1 Her beauty and elegance attracted uni- 
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Tad a old . Wage was to ow - 
is firſt viſit there, and for whom her 
father had ſecretly deſtined her hand, 


5 though he had not yet informed her f 
his will, well aware that his avowing 

dhe deſign would have ſet her obſtinate 
mind againſt it; he therefore only told 


her, chat Lord de Grey, eldeſt ſon to 


the Earl of Calſhot, would that day ac- 


company his family; but he came not; 


the Earl and Counteſs were only attend- 


ed by their two daughters, oped Suſan' 


1 and une Sophia « de. Gray. 


Lech Sophia, the 1 TAY 
gene two; extremely pretty, and ex- 


tremely e > very conſcious of . | 
her charms, and exacting a ſors of adu- > 
ation to them:—rather affected and e 
àauettiſh, but ſo geod-humoured at bot: 
dom, chat her faults did not diſguſt. She 
Paas not, however, very diſcerning, ane 
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95 3 elde ſiſter, 

— BM Dae not remarkably hand- 
ſome, but her countenance was intelli . 
gent and full of ſenfibility;—her under- „ 
ſtanding was cultivated, and her man- 
ners intereſting. She ſeemed in a 8 

. ment charmed with the native graces 
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| The a Countefs were only diſ . 
a tinguiſhed by their pride of rank from 
the multitude. They were proud of Lady _ 
1 Sophia, and of their ſon, of whom they 8 
ſpoke in very high terms, but ſeemed 
10 care een about. Lady Sold. 


| Ther ref of Frags obmiiany confited 1 3 
Sir Harry and. Lady Dunbar be 


OHH c 5 gentleman. 


9 | { him Fa: country: Fania, air Ny nd the 
—_ lady 5 country coquette Mr. Far- 
#1 land, a young man of great . jt : 
|| | who wa paying ta devon 8 
1 
Lady Soſan to any dne preſent; and. 
| 5 they talked ſo agreeably that Fanny was] 
i too much intereſted to attend to the an- 7 
ih ry countenance of Miſs Sinclair. 5 1 
CCC 95 
b When dinner was dver, and the lade 
| ae Miſs Sinclair, unmindful of 
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bert had no fortune, ſoon perceived 
che. aur fas had been guilty ef; and as 
he was really in love with Mifs Sinclait's 


guineas, and thought her extremely 
| beautiful, he ſoon contrived, with ſome 
tender trifles, to bring ves into 


humour again. Lady Sophia, whowas 
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9 Violhed, but recovering himſelf | con- 
ttinued, ! For women in general act in 
direct contradiction to cheir profeſſions, 
but Lady Suſan does not ſpeak without 
reflecting, nor reſolve without delibe- 
"rk; „And therefore,” reſumed 
the gay Lady Sophia, her reſolutions . 
are more to be truſted, and this would 
chagrin our inſenſible philoſopher. Ah, | 
Suſan, what a triumph !”—Suſan colour.- 
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Cecil now, to i the attention = 

. -the lively Sophia from himſelf wid Lady 

_-Suſan, which he began to feel irkſome, 
turned to Fanny, who had hitherto been 

flent, and ſaid,· And what thinks our 
young friend here of this important bu-⸗ . 
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. Fanny. 8 a- 


reſpect wh W a; «T 
| know. nothing of either yet, rept | 
Fanny. * But hope i in due time n 4 
derſtand both as well as any one, con- 
tinued Cecil for her. Fanny bluſhed. 
Come, come,“ ſaid Lady Suſan, the 
leſſon is eafily taught.“ “ When 0 one 
finds an apt ae 0 | rote 80. 
rod. 5 5 . IR 41.70 


| They n now. gi the «kids 4 
entering the drawing room, found the 
w hiſt· party juſt broke up, and Cecil, 
placing a chair at the harpſichord, led 
Miſs Sinclair to it. She played, and 
ſung a very fine Italian air, which Far- 
land praiſed with affected tranſport.— 
Lady Suſan now was entreated to take 
the chai r, and, after ſome heſitation, 
ſung a little pathetic air with infinite 
expreſſion, Cecil encored it, and ſhe 
VO heel; D but ſung it infinitely 
0 better 
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| Bip John: Sinclair, whe 4 "that Pg 
"Hoa paida muſic- maſter for Fanny, now | - 
form. Lord, Sir,“ 770 | 

js Auguſta « the can't play.” 155 
Sir John gave her a look, and Mrs. 
| Bruton whiſpered ſomething 1 in her ear 
which filenced her; but her quick 
{ſpeech had not eſcaped the obſervation 
of Lady Suſan, nor of Mr. Cecil. Phe 5 
en with . looks at each 


Poor Fanny intimidated, bluſhed, 7 
begged to be excuſed. This, to thoſe 
ho had remarked: Miſs. Sinclair's look 
and manner, only confirmed their opi- 
: nion that Fanny far ſurpaſſ: ed her ee 
een e in her talent for muſic . 
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be meer, ers of charater hh ber. 1 
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tbe redoubled entreaties ol the company, ? 

y chat che really. could not N 

. finding in herſelf no peculiar't 
m be had N been ind 
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oT again applied to. She reſumed the _ = 
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I che harpſichord, and continued for 
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Ir . el 
nder of the evening pling | 
e vithout remarki g that the 
performance rather fat gued than amuſed 
ber audience, who were however profuſe | 


in their applauſe; a circumſtance OT + 
9 eue ehe Maint of e N 


. Ab eng i thi iſh a Said 
the carriages were announced, and the 
. company took their leave. Fanny ſaw 
chem going with concern, and felt hap-! 
py when Sir John ' ſaid to Mr. Cecil, 
„Tou have a good way ta- £9 Con, * 
vill you take a bed here? . 
eed him, and accepted the offer, rs | 
rejoiced the heart of Fanny, who trem- 
bled at being left again to Miſs Sinclai 5 
who was not at all with- held by her fa · 
cher's preſence from her arrogant and 
mortifying conduct. She forgot that it 
vas only putting off the evil day, and 
chatted with ſome degree of freedom to 
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5 Y. : | 3 
1 new 192505 Lipper © who had pled | 
Himſelf next her, leaving BOY Bruton | 
_ ious on 9 8 ee mens : „„ 


4 was à man hiof ont 4 50 0 


n but his countenance was ſo 
ſenſible, ſo animated, that it was not 


2 to remember his want of beauty. 
he had, indeed, good eyes and good 
teeth. He had a great deal of penetra- 
tion, and having been very intimate in 


he family, without having ever ſeen | 


Fanny, he concluded there was ſome 


myſtery in her introduction. He read 
diſcontent plainly enough in the looks 


of Miſs Sinclair, and admiration in Sir - 
John's. He knew the character of the _ 
maſter well enough to ſuſpect his deſigns 


on Fanny; and ſeeing her unſuſpecting 
heart the ſeat of innocence itſelf, deter- 
5 mined to bec dme 


her friend, and do all 
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_ falling on her's, wept, 


anxiouſly watching for her 5 
hearing her en | over d „ 
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Nba che g 
eyes full of tear — . 
in ſilence, and ee ee 5 ,_ 


ment he had deftined-for her. — 
wiping the 5 1 


her glowing cheek, and, ſeating dint 
(elf, tenderly drew her on his knee. 


— oye ——e ee 


« Why does my Fanny weep?” faid Be. IL 1 


in to yield. From a temper le 
ro, we muſt expett this flow-and ſul. 
len acquieſcence. Be happy, 1 entret 1 
you.“ Fanny roſe from his knee, and, 4 
id, Ido 
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Fanny Leads bed, but ſhe bad no 


| aha Gee: Inde d 1 1 not. 


5 1 fit ji 86 «Compoſe yourſelf, my love,” 8 


ed Sir John, < and go to bed. 1 
merrow you ſhall accompany "me. to. 
Doncaſter, where we will make a few | 
e for you, as we ſhall dine next 
weck at Lord Calſhot's. ” While he 

was ſpeaking he had raiſed her from the 
unge and once more kiſſing her fair 
bl wiſhed her a Ou n and 
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inclination to ſleep. The events of the 
day gave her too much to think of. 


| The ſudden change in her fortune. f | 


58 5 


the goodneſs of Sir John, the notice of 
Cecil, the apparent partiality of L Lady 
Suſan, all conſpired to fill her en 
heart with joyful expectations. e 
only cauſe of diſtreſs was the untoward 
- of W But,“ ſaid ſhe, to 
"herſelf 
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ſeaſon of youth; when 
the gay ſpirits Sild every ſoene, an 
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- The interval before 
dred whims for Mails 
all of which Fanny - . 
aſulted wh the greateſt good humour; 
an poſſeſſing a great deal of natural 
They were indeed | 
by the careſſes which Sir | 


gave to Fanny 
10 Dhaka her 0 treated like ; a fa- 
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85 5 1 121 * 5 
Mr. Cecil too called a 
che ladies were engaged in con gs - 
head: dreſs. Miſs Sinclair was feated 
before a large glaſs, her hair nicely ar- 
ranged, and Fanny adorning it With a 
profuſion of filver gauſe, feathers and 
flowers, ace Uinng the directions of the 
haughey fair one. Venus at her toi- 
lette,“ cried he as he entered. © Where 
are your other attendants fair Goddeſs? 
| ure ag diſcmiſfed t the two elderGraces, | 


chen Be n not t let me — 
labours of the day, ſaid he, a fancy me 
an attendant Cupid, or the meſſenger 
of the 2 come on ſome errand.: of 


he, d Sebi fark: a r aon of 


a ſinery. Jour own native charms ought : 


not to be diſgraced by ſo many mere- 


tricious ornaments.” Lord, Mr. Ce- 2] 
cil FI Auguſta, how fine you talk t” 


"4 < Nay,” 


* 
4 _- 


—_ 
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155 LE © Indeed; 4 added Cecil; & „pe 
in dreſs can never be unbecoming, but 3 


A Ir. N 


Ney,  faid he: e in plain, common ln. 
Syvage, you dreſs a great deal finer than 
I talk. Fou muſt be very difident:of 
your own charms; Miſs Sinc lair, dar, 
to attract notice by any foreign aid. 
"Here is a little charmer,” ſaid he, turn- 
_ ing to Fanny, who underſtands theſe 
matters better.. Very _ indeeds * 

e ie Sinclair. e en Tree 5 1 


N 


too much ornament very eaſily may. 


According to your opinionjpoſibly,”. . 


-faid Auguſta; but, remember, Sir, 1 
dreſs to pleaſe myſelf, not you. 1 


do not know that,” retorted Cecil drily; 
for though you may not ſet your cap 


at me in particular, i it is certainly pointed 
at the men in general; and the lady who 


as omly admired by her own ſex, would 


WONT — II the 1 s of her 


Bt „ e 
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1 ec 1 am ſure men in ge. 
ages of a wo | 


man' 5 beauty, del 


may not know the dictates ef e 0 


but they ame know whe or not the 
CTF „„ 


_ effe& is becoming 


3 135 1 9 „ ; neg Hm 
* And all this fine talking, ſaid Au- 


2 
5 


becomingly. You may ſpare yourſelf 
the trouble, Sir; my dreſs, and the ad- 

miration it attracts, ſatisfies my inckbly | 
heart, which does not aſpire to the ho- 
nour of your approbation.” Cecil bowed, 
and, perceiving Sir Johm i in the aden, 
2 che 9 — fair one, and Joined 
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The inſolence of Cecil; as ſhe' termed 
ng unbinged her el for the whole 
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coldly, © is to tell me 1 dreſs un- 
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| In, diſcontent, had not young R 


d. He bad found fault EO 1 
Areſs he had ſeemed to prefer Fanny, 
and ſhe ſet him down for an en 
brute. Yet ſhe was not ſo indifferent 


to his praiſe as ſhe profeſſed to be; and 


preference ſhewn by the loweſt of be · 


1 to Fanny, would have been ſuffi⸗ 


cient to irritate her paſſions. Of cobrſe 
therefore nothing further could pleaſe 


ber that day, and all might have elapſed 


in in the evening, and reſtored 


5 550 bel. ſatisfaction by a few een 
Seinen 15 


The i important 1 at length . | ; ; 


the morning was wholly devoted to the 


labours of the toilette, at which Tres 
good-humouredly offered to aſſiſt. The 
door was bolted to prevent Sir John' 3 
intruſion; but ſo difficult was Miſs Sin- 


e to be . that the hour of de- 1 ; 


„Fe 


— 


BY e tho hal uten 
n to dreſs. Sir 


Jan now came to the door; You 
can't come in, Papa, cried Auguſta; 
The coach is almoſt ready,” ſaid he, 
and 1 cannot find Fanny. She is not in ; 
© Huſh,” fuld 


her own apartment. — 
Nliſs Sinclair, ſeeing the artleſs Fanny 


| walking, Sir.” * Im: 


L Cant 


ot indeed; Papa; I. ſpall be 


dqteſſed immediately, e then! 1 wil ; 


. . 
WY ö th 7” 1 * 1 3 
down.” e 


WEE * 


4 „ * d. 
lay at home. I Will, if you pleaſe. 2 
« Oh, plead a head- ach, replied Miſs 


8 e _ you; 
25 | * : 5 
a 2 - 


was gaing to reply, © —_ be is 
offible, anſwered 

r Ihn; it rains hard. — 

Auguſta; I“ want to ſpeak to you. BAL. 


Sir ; Jotin” walked: avay'} * dag“ Pinoy: 
r Madam, 1 ſhould” with bs 


Sinclair, ce or my father will have you 5 
* There, I: can' finiſh now without 
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| 3 eee nny- curt- 
died aud eee to her on apart 15 
Os hits n Lbs: 827 1 3 Win | HC * | 
ie hos Shri i mob WD. 
112 Sir John, who ſuſpected 8 truth, 
. had been waiting in the gallery for be 
opening of his daughter's door, and ſee- 
ing his doubts confirmed, fell doubiyx 
angry with Auguſta, for ber ;condu 15 
and her equivocation. He went up to 
Fanny, however, and, taking her hand; 
ſaid ſoftly, * Why * you not 
dreſſed, my love?“ ““ I meant to g 
vou to excuſe my attendance, Six, re- 
plied Fanny, — How fo,” ſaid. Sir 
John, are you not well?“ Fanny's 8 
voice, unuſed to uttering an un 
faultered as ſhe ſaid ſhe had a head - ach 
and Sir John, in a moment d ſoovering 
the truth, ſaid, © What, has Augufta 
laid her high commands upon you then? ' 
OT, come, * yes ts counte- - 
Le ge nance 


FANNT: be HOT 
mace ber es dreſs quickly, I co 
enge ler [4 16% ft rent 


: Wa f 8 = 5 3 of 


| gan ber toilette. A very few minutes 
compleated it. A comb inſtantly ad- 


juſted her lovely ringlets, which required 1 


no art to arrange them; and as her 


clothing were all ſimple, they were in- 


ſtantly put on. Her form and figure 


graced all her apparel; and, beautiful 
as was Miſs Sinclair, covered with orna- 
ments, Fanny was more beautiful, and 


far more ligeeweffing, in Ude n 
eee CTC 


2 PE: 


F 6 1 yt 40 


prize at ſeeing Fanny prepared to go h 
with them; and Sir John, willing by a 


different conduct to procure Fanny kind+ 
er treatment from his daughter, whiſper- 


wi to hers! O, ſhe tied of not, 80 
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ö pride was its firſt motive; to this all 


. ber actions tended,—in this all her feels 


ings were abſorbed ;—the next grand. 


ſenſation of her. heart was hatred to 
Fanny; and ſhe inſtantly fell in with. 
mour, and called it 

airs in Fanny to wink of ſtaying at | 
home Mew w to go out. Sir John 


her father's new hi 


contradiction even would: not 1 
daughter to his: wiches; Wee rtr 


henceforth to be kind to Fanny his own > 
way, andeendeavour to render her firua=- 5 
tion as toleradde as he cen... 
#3 5 l Bak 5 4118 $$. Jer I 
| * Calthotthouſe/ was not — distant 
| FRET the lodge; and they were received 


with the utmoſt politeneſs' and attention 
BY: 1 the Far and Counteſs. IL ' 
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: fancies” ay poor Sir . Jenn ee een 5 
1 clue to Auguſta's heart. A ſelfiſh * 


* His N 
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and 


| Calſhot looked at her watch, and Lord 


Calſhot ſeemed impatient. At lengtb 
Sophia exclaimed, © here he is, and Mr. 


Euſtace with him.“ Soon after the door 


opened, and Lord Calſhot introduced 


Lond, de aa, n e and 


Lord ae Grey had been a ritiew. 


. e not 3 deals 


he was in boots, for he had alighted at 
the gate with Mr. Euſtace, who, how- 


ever, was infinitely more dreſſed than 


his Lordſbip. He made his apologies: 


_ 


phia 1 was: cheated. to ſee Miſs Sinclair 
Ady Suſan welcomed Fanny with 
an affection which thrilled through her 
heart, They found a pretty. large-coms _ 
| pany already aſſembled; and the din- 
ner hour was paſt, yet they were noet 
called into the eating- room. Lady 
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FANNY. 5 


| mpany with infinite grace; 1 


the old Earl did not ſeem diſpoſed 89 . 
receive them favourably, being rather 
fond of ceremony than eaſe. The error, . 
however, was not now to be remedied, 4 


1 by, * it was en paſ 


| MG Sinclair, er to bee a curi- 
8 wks the had long felt, fixed her eyes 
on Lord de Grey. She beheld a young 
man bf twenty-four, in a rough undreſs, 
unhurt by appearing in ſuch a pickle be- 
fore ladies. His eyes, by chance, met 
her fixed ſtare, and, without appearing 
either pleaſed or embarraſſed, wandered 5 
inſtantly to ſome other object. ohe was - 
ure he was ſtupid and conceited, and 
turned her attention to his companion, 


Mr. Euſtace.— Mr. Euſtace was al 


11 the ſame age as Lord de Grey; of « 
middling height, but extremely well 
bs” * in a ridin -drefs, it was 
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e 
, ONS" 


| had the good fortune to conduct Miſs 
Sinclait and placed himſelf beſide her 

at table. Mr. Cecil had taken the hand _ 

of Lady Suſan, and Mr. Farland, w_ | 
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eaſyi t to ſee his toilette bad not been 
negleted; His hair was arranged in a 
negligent feather, his teeth were white, 
his: cravat large, his waiſtcoat ſhort; 


and, in ſhort, | his whole dreſs was ſo 


vell fancied, and his appearance ſd AL 


_ agreeable, that Miſs Sinclair wean bim 
worth a _ e 


% 


* 
2 1 
„ 

a 


They w were now eine to ne 
The ladies were led to' the eating · room 


with infinite ceremony. Mr. Euſtace 


5 ſome diſcontent, eſcorted F atiny. She 


was ſeated between her beau and La. Y 


dy Sufan's, and oppoſite to Mr. Eu- 


d h ZOOS THEN. - 


— 


ſtace and Miſs Sinclair, who had Lord - 


de Grey on the other fide of her. Of- 


fended at his not 1 her an unli- - 
W 1 | 
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6s ran. | : 
migtdiantimarycs attention, lich Ur | 
thought her due from all men, Au- 
guſta entered wholly into converſation 
with Mr, Euſtace, leaving Lord de Grey 5 
to amuſe himſelf with the lady he had 
led to the table, the Counteſs Dowager N 
of Ilton, a fexagenary widow, blind of | 
one eye, and unfortunately very hard f 
hearing. The old lady was ſubject to 
he uſual failing of deaf people, an apt - 
neſs to a ſullen humour, which encreaſtꝰ 
in proportion to the gaiety of the com- 
pany. Lord de Grey was aware of her 
diſpoſition, and endeavoured, by every 
attention in his power, to keep the 
Counteſs amuſed. Farland, diſappoint- 5 
ed and. chagrined at ſeeing a ſtranger in 
a place he thought in a degree his right, 
vas almoſt rude to Fanny; never par- 


ing her the leaſt civility; but ſhe was 


too little accuſtomed to attention to feel. | 
irt at the want of it. Grateful. for that 
btn) | of 


- of Cecil and. Lady Suſan; who een 
ber with diſtinguiſned Aiden: the 


_ reſerve, But the. dinner was ſtately and 5 | 
tedious. Every form was ſerupolonſiy 85 
obſerved, and Fanny: b began to think a 
long time had been paſſed | at table, when 
Lady Calſhot roſe to retire. The ladies 


e 1 i 
attended her to the drawing r, and „ 


while a formal and uninte | 
verſation took place, in which Miſs 5 
Sinclair, as head he fy was ink 
cluded, Lady Suſan contrived to draw - 'Y 
| her young friend into a little fociable | 
| chat at a diſtant nn 


. 5 1 5 . EL 
contemplation to aſk Miſs Sinclair and ', | 

her to paſs a little time with them, and 
enlarged on the pleaſure it would give 
her. Fanny's eyes brightened at the in» 
celligene. £ e 1s it * Mas 
"als -, * 


| 
| 
3 join in their chat without 
„ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


5 rn . 
- Quins Lcd rela cla 
8. in the invitation ?!=Oh how W 
uld I be to ſpend my time with you! 


75 {XS T * m dear Fanny, replied ee 


e ſhall be delighted'ro have 0 
Tour friendſhip will afford me real ſatis | 
faction. And will you ſuffer me to 
call you my friend?” ſaid Fanny, Oh. 
J will never be low-ſpirited any more.” 

She took Lady Sufan's hand, and | 
fully otefiing it, looked up in her-face, 
a tear of tranſport ſtarting to her eye, 
: while a ſmile of nnen, en about boy”: 
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The two friends continued e NF. . 
unmindfol of the ſongs Miſs Sinclair 
was performing. She had ſome execu- 
tion, and a ſtrong clear voice, but was 
| totally unac uainted with the graces | 


of pathetic expreſſion, and touching mos 
—— — — 


1. | 1 5 5 25 


een 


ber voice. i loud on one "of the dn 
notes, and dwelr on it ſo long, that it 
alarmed the deaf Lady Ilton, who ſtart 
ed up, and cried, : What's the matter np | 
Lady Sophia felt che ridicule of the cir-. 
cumſtance, and indulged her laugh at 
che expence of her friend, who, in the 
midſt of her harmony, was well aware 
of what had paſſed. She. hurried over 
the cloſe, and ſtriking a few haſty and 
diſcordant chords, by way of ſym phony, 


* 


the < door opened, and the [axe 
entered. Lord Calſhot pol itely entreat- 
ed her to be reſeated, and Farland en- 


deavoured to hald her to the chair, 1 — 6375 75 


ſhe begged with a ſullen air to be dif 
| miſled, when Euſtace, perceiving Lad: 


Z Sophia's gaiety, went up to. 8 and wh 


| begged t to LL 


re r mirth. 


- 


— — —ů* — 


- <A 
- FD 
8 x . $- + , 3 +2. 4 
* 4 hy = "1 L 
* * 2 4 * — i 
: $4 4 = * 71 . * ' + 4, IR 
- Wo 9 + - * 
5 5 » -< +> 
f 55 4 1 „ ir "- | eren e 
215 * K 2 1 ö : 3 4 

A I <9 ” l £ * — F * 2 1 * 7-0 

. 8 8 : s I he * ” 4 2 5 N 

” a 7 - N , D £ o ds —_ 
8 4 * * We * 5 F 1 0 "i 
« By 5 7 - s Sk & - l *. 
's y & 4 . Þ Y _ - = > 5. : * > N A . . 

2 >. DN $A * <3 . » * : 4 

2 4 2 4 F 9 8 
7 1 : * h WATTS a 4 * 5 . þ | 
T v „ he. 5 nw” * as x : . 1 ok 3 ”= 4 * 8 hh N 0 
- * » . " # 4 * q 1 Ky . . * — 
2 K I 2 — 0 — PRES SU — 
8 8 — a — — — — — —— — ” a — - — AL — — * - 
DCE ER — ,, ⏑——————.—«—ßÜ—ö2ßÜꝗGi5i,̃ nt er. en er > 
l =» 4 2 22 4. — — 2 - . — 5 . — — _— 


9 5 
7 "3 K 4 
—— ä—ä— — —— ABS Fr — 


932 * < , - 
; . 2 ELF MR. 6 
z * on F - 63 OE 
« bs 3 1 ” n a 5 
3 F $ F 2 : 7 
—ͤ———— G2 — —— aA˖· — n˖m 2 œck77n%4„3ß „ „ 2 a Ie > N 
— R , 

: — — A — — 


* o £ w © * + \ * d - 1 . ; 
= K 5 5 "A 0 - 20, 
x 2 ” —_ _ * 
a * 1:3 & * . 
. Y * N * 


To - 5 « Oh ys ſhe, © i it was ſo 
n with, Euſt 


IRE, called out, ae Murr 8 the matter?“ 


18 
e 
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Wut the marter, leet; * ir 


ed Euſtace laughing. wifi the lady 
. would repeat the ſong, and I am fare * 
would encore the whole ſcene.” The 
ugh went round. The gentleinen | 
crouded round Lady Sophia, who went 
on with great naivete, adding new trifles 


to her ſtory, till all the men encored the 


ſong. Miſs Sinclair, angry and mortified, 4 
8 placed herſelf ſultenly enough on a ſopha, 
nor would ſhe anſwer a word to all Mr: 
Farland's tender nonſenſe, who hack 
taken his ſeat beſide her. Lady Ttton _ 
perceived the laugh ſhe had occaſioned, 

and was offended alſo; and Lady Cal- 


 cottite; 1 
ace, you had been here; you _ 
Vould have enjoyed the panic upon La- 1 
dy Tlton's face, when ſhe miſtook We 

high note for a ſcream of diſtreſs, and = 
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 the-piano-forte, and the ſoft'and:pathe- 
ic ſtyle of her performance formed a 
ſtrong contraſt with the bold and leud 
muſic of Miſs Sinclair. She was en- 


excuſe herſelf, called on lier brocher 

= join ber in e duce +;'Dhiey: performed = 
obs Adee lips away. Fanny, 
whoſe-ſoul was harmony itſelf, liſtened 
with the utmoſt attention, Sing ator 


her daughter, whoſe indulgence of her 
erf had occafioned all theſe lie af 
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* Sales u n 


treated to ſing, and in vain ſceking to 


il canzonet of Tukey 


nately on the twol performers; — Shs 
locked: at Lord de Gtey as an angel of 
melody.—She looked at Lady Suſan as 


5 her - amiable friend. At laſt the „ | 


fic 19 95 1 ſome. of the company 5 | 
1 18 5 5 N ""—_— | 


* 


EE: Suben. ſhe faid, * had the Sk, 
=”. affection for Miſs Sinclair; they admir- 


= mit the two ladies to paſs. ten days or | 


— 204" et 4p, 


o 


— ing _ * can you doubt, my le. 


: va r. . | 73 

| Fanny. heard; it with tranſport; and 
her eyes, turned on Lady. Suſan, em- 
Phatically 1 poke che feelings of her 
mind, —Lord de Grey Mas beſide his 
ſiſten at that 8 : and, in in a polite 
manner expreſſed the pleaſure he felt in 
:ſcen on of Sir; John. Fanny 

| curthed, d ut the glow tha animated, her 
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membering it Nou ſhall ſee how 


punQual I will be.”—5* May, I know | 


this promiſe ?” aid Lord de Grey ear 


$-- * 


neſtly. Fanny looked in Lady Subs 


face, as much as to fay, do you anſwer: 


and Lady Suſan ſaid, Only an ar- 
rangement for ur „ 


2 inquißtive brother. WI 
de h. be of your party 2” aſked 
* again. Sew mes, WF; aue 
Vor. I, * very 


: - 
- * 4 E * 


features was fled. ans e We e- 
called it in A £45 — FL 
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very 20 547 2; "Gig ae 2e . 8 
it müſt be as. my young friend here 
kes. 4 Your young friend,“ replied 1 
bis Lordſhip, „ looks all goodniefs/and | 
' condeſcenſion”—* Oh,” ſaid Lady Sa- FH 
aa ſmiling; looks are deceitful things. 
Never truſt them, brother. —4 1 will 
not mind you, Suſan,” faid Lord de 
Grey, «1 am ſure on further acquaint- - 
wt lady, ** 7 1. ſhall fins that 7 
looks like her's are MAU index of! 
foul.” Fanny coloured, Be 5 
called on to depart. Lord de Grey Tan” 
to offer his hand to Miſs Sinclair, and 
Sir John taking Fanny*: 5, intreated Lord 
and Lady Calſhot not to quit the draw- 
ing room, ſhut the door after "ne , and 
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55 When Aut drov Goff, Miſs Sin- 
clair profeſſed W much diſpleaſed 
with her hoſts and their amuſem ents.— 0 


IM had been a horrid ſtupid 55 and . + 
| then 5 
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has that Lr de G Grey chat Win fo much 5 
hn n of, ſhe thought him a wretch.“ 
How one faid Sir John, ſorry to hear 
e He is ſurely a fine young 
man. = Oh, he was ſuch a ſhocking 
figure, ſo inattentive, ſo ill. dreſfed . 
She liked Mr. Euſtace better by half — 2 
Then Lady Calſhot as ſuch a prim oll 
lady, and the Earl ſo ceremonious. In } 
ſhort; ſhe was tired, and the moment 
the eoach reached home, ſhe withdre p. 
Fanny Was Soing alſo; but Sir John, . 


of having her to hitnſelf, took her hand, 6 
and aſked her if ſhe too vas tired.— 
She anſwered, Not in the leaſt. EE 
Then ſtay a little, my de 1 * Gid 3 

| hes e. it is Io may yer.” e 8 

4 | 7 3 

In the Walt time . her introdue- ; 
tion to the parlour, Sir John had quite 
contrived to win the "inexperienced _ 
Fe bauen affection. The voice 


FE 2 ff 


bi ; x 752 5 ; 5 0 ; : : l 5 _ * 
„ 3 k ' ; _ 
7 9 . as ” * . g " 
| 76 'F: A N x | . £ 
2, * ” 4 A - 6 
? pe 
— 2 * 
. | 


Parental fondneſs, 


3 a 1 the. cones of and, * 
|  thoughſhe had never before experienced 
35 them, ah of 5 b ted too exactly in Vniſon | 
Wich her own heart not to fill it with de - 

light.— She knew not the delights of the 

filial tie ſne knew not the bleſimgs: of 
but the iĩmagined 
ther orphan ſtate fathered by the good- 
neſs of Sir John. — Ah, thought ſhe to 
herſelf, had J really been ſo happy as to 
have had my parents continued to ae | 


his Fanny, thus delighted in ber cm- 
pany. With ſuch thoughts as kheſe We 
loſt. all reſtraint with Sir John; z 
talked to him as an indulged daughter 
prattles to the fond Papa, and received 
his careſſes with a Pious: and * . 5 


ſure. 


The feelings of Sir John towards his 
4 protege, were not perhaps quite ſo 


eee He was indeed e ih 


. 


5 ; i 8 Fs 3 1 yy ; | F... 


4 [ 


ber innocence; _ her aer Tees _ 
gave him walther but they were 
the guilty Pleaſures: of a libertine, who' 
hopes to nip the fair bloſſom, to ſoil the 
_ angelic purity. Fanny Was, however, 
totally unconſcious of all this. Hither- 
to, indeed, ber mind was ſo free from all 
| ideas of the kind, and had been fo little 
matured in the ſchool of the world, it? 
errors and its modes, that though the” 2 
knew indeed that men and women mar- | 
ried, ſhe had not a notion of love.— 
The gallantry ſhe faw prackiſed, ſhe un l 
derſtood not; and the compliments oc-! 
| caſionally paid to herſelf, embarraſſed, 
much more than they pleaſed her. She 
was However warmly alive to kindneſs, 
though 1 not to compliment; — her heart! 
exulted, though her vanity never tri- 
umphed; and every mark of affection oy 
or eſteem thrilled her feelings with de- 
: light,” though the admiration of the 
world had no power to pleaſe her uncor- 
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Tis en mind. ts this « light ſhe con : 
dered the favour of Sir John Sinclair to- 


wards her. She accepted his offer there- - | 


: ſeated herſelf beſide him. 5 10 5 


Jy 4 


"Th Te e EN 1 fell o on the. 


intended viſit.—She expreſſed in artleſs 


terms, the ſatisfaction i it gave ber, and. 

the advantages ſhe hoped to derive from 

Lady Suſan's friendſhip, | who had pro- 
miſed her ſome leſſons in muſic. T his 
brought to Sir John's 8 recollection, her . 


deficiency in that art, when he thought 5 | 
he had paid for her inſtruction i in N... 


He gathered from her anſwers, * that 
Miſs Sinclair had thought i it an unneceſ- 1 
ſary accompliſhment. for her, and had | 


therefore taken double leſſons herſelf, — _ | 


Sir John was angry he expreſſed his 
; anger; and Fanny, alarmed and unea- 5 
ſy, endeavoured to ſoothe him. Could 
ber endeavours fail of ſucceſs > Sir J ohn 15 

promiſed | 


| treaties, not ron i che e 0 | 


to 200g 


; 8:41 5 2515 18 e 
He wanted to. c caution hex e the, . 
attractions of I Lord de Grey But No 


| knew enough of women to be, ſure that a | 


caution; in luch a caſe, i is ſufficient to de 2 
feat its own purpoſe. ' Te | confideret etl, 
much her, youth, her f innocence, ber. 25 | 


# % + ao $44 he br 4 


alarm its. guileleſs repoſe. . To guard. 
her. againſt Lord, de Grey, Was to direct 
her attention to him as to teach the 
native ſenſibility of her heart that there 
was ſome poſſible conſequence to reſult 


nothing, of paſſion, and 


from the acquaintance of men. —Yet to 


ſuffer her innocence to go without a 


guard into the free ſociety of a young E] 


man, was what he could by no means 
conſent to. At laſt his good genius fur- 


niſhed him with an idea, which anſwered | 
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. ur. V 
uz purpoſe without inkroeti g Lally 

] Leatt hte pupil. Wich an air of con- 

fidence he told Fanny, as a ſecret, that 


Auguſta Sinclair was the deſtined bride _ | 


WY Lord de Grey. Iodeed; 28 of te · 


. gard ro the peace of his lovely ward, 


he condeſcended to inforin her of more 
; than was abſolutely true, for he told = 
| her that Lord Calſhot and hit mfelf were 
engaged to forward the Ach and that 
77 Lord de Grey was informed of their in- 
5 tentions.— He had not,” he 'faid, 
« yer made Auguſta acquainted | We 
| the plan, as to her perverſe temper, be 
15 fuck a ſtep Would be the ſurelt . 
meats of ſetting her againſt it,” ps! GO 
Faun! Beard all he bad to Ty aud fl. ; 
ſured him ſhe- would not inform Miſs 
Sinclair of the ſecret, Sir John how 
| told her ſhe would probably have ſotie 
Uttle wants, for which ſhe: would, not 
like t to apply to * and he ſhould 55 
1s -— 


* 7 2 . 
r 27 005 , 
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Baya 

| ws; ith e: the ſbi put to 
her band 4 Nn cht ang twenty = 
guineas, and told her not to be fparing 
of whatever would give her pleaſure, bit 5 
to apply to him wirhout fear for a far». 
ther fupply.— She would have refuſed 
him, faying, the had no- tiſe for money,  - Wl 
Bur Sir John told her 'ſhe would dnn 
learn the female art of difpofmy of it: 
and Fanny, with many thanks, roſe to 
retire. He took hold of her hand, and 
drawing her to him, put his arm round 
her pliant waſte, and after à few 255 7 
an wan ſufferd her to * 5 
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The Severin FO was ent in rok 
parations for the viſit, which Miſs Sin- 
clair declared would be horridly dull ;. 
but which filled Fanny's gentle boſom. 
with delight, as ſhe ſhould now enjoy a 

happineſs ſhe was ſo little acquainted: 
with as a pure and tender friendſhip.— 
Mrs. Bruton was very angry: that Eanny. 
. w 5 
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was ee pot” not herſelf; da dd 
all ſhe could to enrage Miſs Sinclair 
againſt her companion; but the fight of. 
Fanny, dreſſed for her journey, wich | T 
— fimplicity yet elegance, did more againſt 
her in Auguſta's mind, than the elo- 
quence of Mrs. Bruton, though it was a 
cauſe in which even her poor arguments 3. : 
never dale of their effect. 16 6 85 15  # 
They ſet e out Wat all malice ad an- | 
ger on one ſide, all hope and joy on the 
other, with Miſs Sinclair's woman on 
the oppoſite ſeat of the coach. After a 
fllent and reſerved os the eee 
eee at Calſhor-houſe. 9 5 
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UR fair viſitors were eee by 
FJ the Earl and Counteſs with ir 

nite e polit neſs, and by che tvoi young 
„„ affection and delight. They 
: arcived nearly at dinner: tim 
e Lord de Grey made his appear - 
ance. He was polite and attentive, but 


by any gallanery;; and ſhe who fighed 
after, univerſal admira ion, and thought 
rfelf entitled to indiſcriminate ho- 
mage, was piqued. by his indifference; 
1 h 15 ae him very l 
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; The 28 was ; ſpent wich ſome ds - 
gree of form; but the mornings were 
all given, to the ſeparate inclinations of 
the: party.. * en and Miſs Sin- 
4 6 555 | together. 


e, and at 


ſhed Miſs Sinclair 
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| chair uſually FPS vin, walked « or r rode 
together. Fanny was the conſtant com- 
panion of Lady Suſan, who found a 
thouſand charms in her. ingenuous at. 
tachment. Lady Sul was highly ac- 
1 compliſhed. She not only played and 
ſiung with a grace and excellence pecu- 
| ar to herſelf, büt ſhe phinted in all 
ſtyles with wonderful ſucceſs. Her flow-. - 
4 ein e nearly irmitated nature, that in 
viewing chem, one would have thought 
mms could not equal them in any other 
ſtyle ; bur her landfcapes were equally 
beautiful, and her figures /uncommionly | 
elegant and expreflive. "She excelled in 
all works of ingenuity; nor did ſhe diſ- 
dain the inferior knowledge of a woman, 


plain - work, accounts, and the regulation. . 
of a OW . 

f 25 ES 1} 3 vn 
21 Show! beheld hs any tions: 
of therifriend with aſtoniſhment, 


and 
ſglied to think, that of all theſe acquire - 
- metits, The had not even the rudiments 
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cold S aaa 40 Lady! ky þ 
5 ciency, who offered her Y 
any inſtructions that would affiſt her 


her abſolute d 4 


progreſs in any of thoſe branches; at 


the ſame time ſaying, «Yet, my dear- a 


eſt Fanny, except needle· work, reading 


and uritibg, with the management of 3 a ; 


family, none of theſe are truly valuable, 


or perhaps at all conducive to the happi- + 
_ neſs Wy lle. A mind full of reſources in | 


T7 TY. ES: Ao 6474 


ance of theſe arts to rendlth itſelf amiable | 
and uſeful; the ſocial. virtues, and po- 
liſhed manners, are far beyond * 25 5 


ſible accompliſhment.” 


| Fanny, to hom the opinion of Lady 


Suſan was an oracle, felt her emulation : 
fink as ſhe ſpoke; and confidering the 


diſadvantages ſhe ſhould ſuffer at Sin- 


clair-houſe, where, probably, ſhe would 
findit inconvenient to purſue her ſtudies, 


5 the determined to relinquiſh all accom- 
| | W 
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es . (FANNY. | 


45 . N the phi opamgiales aracrer | e 
{Ht by Lady Suſan. , e Ht 


Lady Calot bad ds. ſeveral | 
parties of pleaſure for her young gueſts; 


3 
— * 


bh e was the happieſt of einde 


enn and only ende voor to. þ 1 L; 


and had ſo agreeably varied the time, 
| that Miſs Sinclair, felt a regret when the = 
week expired; and being much preſſed 7, 
by all the family to prolong her ſtay, 
| readily conſented to paſs wende N 
at Callhor-houſe, Ut. 5 


Miſs Sinclair treated her with decent ci . 
vility; the Earl and Counteſs with po- 
liteneſs, Lady Sophia with good hu - 

mour, and Lady Suſan with the affec- ; 

tion of a fiſter. Lord de Grey was par- 
F ticularly partial to his ſiſter Suſan, and 
very vften paſſed the morning with her. Es 

| He uſed to read to her as ſhe worked, . 
or amuſe her wich his flute; or with what 
| N ; 


F 


| 3 was n Wee of al, a POR 


| ö and unreſerved converſation. The ad. 


dition of Fanny's company did not in- 
terrupt his Lordſhip's uſual mode of 


conduct; andaghough, at. firſt, Fanny 
felt more embarraſſed in his, e 


than when with Lady Suſan only, „ yet 


there was a candour, a bepevolence, 15 
mildneſs, in Lord de Grey's manners, 
which ſoon ſer her perfectly at caſe; and 
the ſiſterly freedom with which ſhe treat- 
ed Lady Suſan, ſoon ceaſed to be di- 

miniſhed * the company of f Lord de 
Grey. | 1 


T be bend we alſo even more 
rapidly than the firſt with Fanny. Au- 
guſta thought differently.—She. found 
Lord. de Grey ſo indiſpoſed to fall i in 
love with her, that, mortified and an- 
gry, no intreaties could prevail on her 
to paſs the appointed day; but, having 
engaged the company of the two Lady 
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fe between 


wo two families now took place; they 


and Lady 


Unite his daughter to Lord de Grey, he b 


 bther, 


ealing 


were within an eaſy diſtance of each 
and the young ladies were int. 
parable. Sit John ſaw with. regret” the 
_— iendſhip between his ward . * 


ſan, at 'whoſe penetration- 7 
he trembled; but, earneſt as he was, to- 


knew not how to prevent, or put atop. 


to the uſual intercourſe. 
times he wifhed he had: not drawn his 
lovely Fanny from̃ her ori 


4 
„ o + 
4 F 


A hundred 


obſcu⸗ 


tity, as then he could have permitted 7 


_- the abſence of bis daughter with the. 


more pleaſure, as it would have left him 
in full poſſeſſion of his idol's companys. 
yet he ſuw wich delight the improving 


perfections of the EG Faritip. — 


Her 


: Her pai e every 41 neare 


maturity, were every day more G 
_vating,* Her manners, innocent and 
modeſt, wete poliſhed by! her intimacy 

. with Lady Suſan; ; her native graces 

were heightened, and her natural good 

underſtanding developed by this fortu- 5 

nate acquaintance. — As her. age ad- 

vanced, her ſenſibility increaſed, and Sir 

John beheld her eye often -etouged with 


tears, and ſaw her lovely boſom heav* 


ing with repreſſed ſighs; a change which 
intereſted him. At firſt, hope andi joy 
had repreſſed all low ſpirits. - The tear 
which ſometimes roſe to her eye, on 
Miſs Sinclair's harſh ſpeeches, was calily 
checked, and a natural ſmile i in a mo- 


| ment 21455 round her 1 hs 


Sir ili! with the vanity natural t | 


him, flattered himſelf his delicate at- 
5 tentions had created I bim an intereſt in 


the 


ee, 


himſelf. Fanny was indeed attached to 


Sir John, but i it was with a true filial re, : 

: ſpec, with a warm and lively gratitude, Ho 
1 with a ſentiment of reverence and duty, 5 

85 far unlike the ſoft tranſports of love, 
1 which he imagined he had kindled in 
her unexperienced boſom, and which - 
he felt himſelf whenever he beheld gt Z 


ee lovelineſs. Väʒ— 


Lady Suſan ad fa more thas be | 
liked, but ſhe flattered herſelf her fears 
were more lively than her reaſon; that 
ſuch unjuſtifiable apprehenſions could 
have no foundation in truth; and deter · 
mined to do all ſhe could to fortify the : 


heart of her young friend, without alarm- 


ing her delicacy, or hinting at an idea * 
1 Meer e 1 
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| 1 her 80 ſolt dne for the | 0 
ſymptoms of a growing attachment ap 


ain rin, gg H ca 


Mr. 
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Mr. Cecil, after ans: 1 f ; time, con- 
dcluded he had found i in Lady Suſan the 


very wife he had been ſo long ſeeking; 


and, after aſking and obtaining her per- 
much difficulty, made, 


miſſion, without 
his Propoſals 1 in form to Lord and L. 
Calſhot, and Was, with inf 
ny, abſolutely rejected. Mr. Farland 


experienced a ſimilar fate, with this dif-. | 


ference, that he totally. declined all fur- 
ther vißts at Sinclair lodge; 3. and Cecil, 


f certain that be poſſeſſed the tender 7 
friendſhi p of Lady. Suſan de Grey, de- Te, 
terminedto conſole himſelf for his diſap- „ 


pointment in the pleaſure of her unre 


ſtrained converſation, and waiting for 
ſome more favourable opportunity to 


continue his uſual friendly viſits to Lord 
Calſhot- s. Lord de Grey, who eſteem- 
ed him as. much as he loved. his ſiſter, -. 
was entirely in his intereſt, and. often. 
faid Ae would Sire him more ſin-⸗ 
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| Sinclair determined to give a ball on her 


attaining the age of nineteen, at whi ch 


period, by her mother's tnarriage-artt- . 
cles, the became entitled to the jointure 

2 ſettled on Lady Eleanor. The greateſt | 
prepatarlons were made {bt this impor- 
: tartt event. Siinclait-Houſe Was adorned: 7 
VWoith à profuſion of taſte and expence, 


and all the genteel kamiiies b in the neign⸗ 
ee wh invited. „ 
4 Sir Jon, eber attentive to abr ki 
darling F anny, made het ſome very ele- 


| - gant preſents, a few days previous to the 
.day fixed for the ball, which he defired 


ſhe would wear that day. Fanny re- 


| ceived them with a n Statitude.— 
| She 
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nation of the trinkets, he had wr 50 
by giving them 40, his daughter; h 
Sir John refuſeq, with an ee eee | 
which ſurprized Fanny. She ourtfied 
low, and xetired ith her preſent, deter- 
mined to think no more of them till tbe 
: day of the ball; but juſt as ſhe had laid 
1 the box on her table, Miſs Sinclair en- 1 " 
Cered. the rom. t. And what haqples 
have you got there?” ſaid ſhe hangheily; 
but without waiting for an anſwer, open- 
ed the box, and beheld; wich | 
_ fible ſur prize, a picture of Sir John, ſet 
round with brilliants of great value and 
2 an / ornament for the hair, of, diamomds, 
et with peculiar taſte. She coloured 
. WU violently, and looking at Fangy with 
5 fury in ee, So this was 59 — 
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the fond; out of the room, leaving 


4 ſentiment of gratitude to Sir John, an 


Sicher; e vs too conſcious bf the 
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„„ ITY | 0 is | 
| dg web betet from! me, was 


Bitherto 1 have borne it in — but 4 
flo xciating' with m my 
refs.” DT With theſe words 


Tam almoſt tired of a 


FE * 


father's 


Fanny petrifled at the ten ſhe bad 1 


1:62] 


ſo Poiatediy arowed. L e 
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A tthoulge) Amen emotions too 
poſſeſſion of her mind. Her firſt thought 


was to fly to her dear Lady Suſan, and 


ctotiſult hel on thisi fjuriot ous ſuſpicion; bur . 


15 


acy towards herſelf,” repfeſſed this 
It could be but a futmiſe in Miſs ; 


want of foundation to feel any 


Sir John, o parentally kind to ther, 


pe...” ; 85 7 could 


ca is th lat bear forks! an inter- 
pretation? Would it not be highly | 
criminal in her, who had received ſuch 
favours from him , to give the moſt diſ- 
tant hint of ſuch a ſuſpicion to his dif- 
advantage; and for herſelf, ſhe felt it 
the greateſt poſſible degradation to have 
it but for a moment imagined that ſhe 
was looked on in ſuch a light. Should 
| ſhe then publiſh her own diſgrace 2 — 
Should ſhe let Lady Suſan know that 
Miſs Sinclair had dared to inſinuate ſuck 


An. „ 95 1 


reflections againſt her ? Lady Suſan 1 


would chink it a difficult point; a curi - 
ous affair. She would conſult her bro 
ther, and Lord de Grey would i imagine 
ſomething in her conduct had given 
room for ſuch an imputation. No, ſne 
determined to keep this inſult to herſelf. 
But the jewels, could. ſhe wear them ?— 
Could ſhe bear to adorn herſelf with 
what Miſs Sinclair called the reward of 
her condeſcenſions. © Alas, alas,” fad 
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. Why. am F thus: infalted, becauſe Jam | 
Poor. or N LE: 97 ee 100 


Pak 4 


7 be, what have, I; been. guilty , of 


os 2; 


Tam no: colpabl le. My own g heart does 


not reproach. me. 35 Sulz in n loves. 
me, ane Lord de Grey treats me With 


Friendſhip. . Their penetration is uner- 


1 Wi 


ing They; would perceive it if! 1 were 


to blame ; ; ,and Lady Suſan, dear Lady | 
Suſan, would warn. her poor Fanny, if 
the went aſtray ; ; if ſhe gave way to apy 
unbecoming leyity;, to E too great 
ene, 


| 4 | 3; | . 


She was as Rl i in tears rs when ky 1 2 
"to dinner. I he traces of melancholy 5 


were as viſible j in her face as choſe of an- 
Ser were in Miſs Sinclair's. Sir John 
ſaw there had been an altercation, and 
Was ſuſpicious of what. had happened; 
the more ſo : as Auguſta was . 1 


4 hau ht to himſelf; 5 a5 MX; 4A 
My 5 N 13 4 
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The day of the hall however e 
at lat: and Miſs Sinclair was ſhut vp 
in her dreſſing room the whole morning, 
ing eon tation din dan men. 
ber o maids on the important article 


off dreſs. It unfortunately 955 e i 


Sinelair's forte. She toile. 
and nana labo 


Judgment; an e 
pending on er arms, the lahojL. 
of tha toilette were; a conſtant ſouree * 
Pleaſure, and ſhe; uſually, put on her 
ſmiles with her ornaments; This, day, 
however; affairs took another ſturn, The 
pictute, the pin, were terrible obſtacles 
to ber ſucceſs, Her , own; diamonds 


were not half ſo taſty, though new ſet 


1 a twelvemonth by her own direc- 
and 9 amin met at . 
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all equipt. Sit it Jobs, rer r this with 
ſome ſurpriſe ; and Auguſta, after ſwal- j 
2 4 e ee to 


| Fp 


A 152 iter en waklogy! & 4 
eat, and till more unable to converſe, 
roſe alfo, and retired at the ſame time. 
She had delayed her dreſs from a very 
different motive. She-could not bearits 
put on the jewels —Good God I as ſuch 
an idea had entered Miſs Sinclair's head, 
ſome other perſon, equally candid, might 
think ſo too; and Auguſta might hin. 
yet could ſhe: be fo baſe, ſo undutiful— 
her cruel ſuſpicions. She knew Sir John 
expected her to wear the elegant preſent 
he had made her; and ſhe had been 
endeavouring to find out ſome means 
of avoiding it. She determined then 
not to appear dreſſed before her patron, 
till the company were aſſembled, and 
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© then not to be onda; ond 3c mand | 
then be too late ales To 
e ee ee 7 : 


win aha view ſhe wene: to her apart- . 


which, intereſting as it generally was to 


ber, could: not now divert her attention 

which occupied her mind. Her boſom - 
beaying repeated ſighs, and her eyes 

8 overflow ing wich unheeded tears, which 
dropped on che neglected page, ſhe ſat 
intenſely loſt in thought, when Sir John 

entered the room. She ſcarcely heard 

him, and, concluding it to be che ſer- 

vant, lifted her book, and pretended to 


be reading, while he ſtood fora minute | 


gazing at the lovely object of his unhal- 

lowed wiſhes. The ſimplicity of her 

dreſs admirably ſet off the elegance of 
155 3 and, while one fair hand 


Fe pp 


: Kipiotiea: the bi 10 the Ster; und 
pretence of ſupporting! her 'forchead, 
| ſhaded her lovely eyes, from which Sir 
John's attentive ſurvey ſaw the drops 
falling on her agitated boſom. At length, 
in a tender manner he ſaid, hardly above 
a whiſper, Why weeps my Fanny?“ 
taking the book from her hand, and 
_ Teating himſelf befide her: Weeps the : - 
for real, or for | fancied woes? He 
locked in the book, which ſhe had un- 
conſciouſly opened at the Merry: Wives | 
of Windſor, over which ſhe was crying 
with ſuch unaffected ſorrow. Why 
has my Fanny any ſubject for tears, 
which ſhe does not · tell me of?“ aſked 
Sir John, in the ſame low tone of voice. 
„Why will ſhe not unveil her cares to 
her friend, her protector?ꝰ?eꝛ a6 
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 - Theſe names called for her reverence 
and love; and, wiping ber'eyes,ſhe 
-* ſtrove to aſſume a ſmile, ſaying, a fit 


CY 


nr 


ob lo ſpirits had ſeized her, che new 
not Why; and ſhe had taken a book te to- 
chace them away, but it would not 00} . 
However, my dear Sir, Iam better now. — . 
Indeed,” added ſhez! << you have ſpoilt 5 
me by your indulgence, I never uſed too 

be ſo fooliſh, but now I behave like a 
ne child. . i 0 * 5 Si 485l- 
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« AK, Fanny,” faia he, “ yoo are not 
ingenuous; but this is not the moment 
to preſs. any further a converſation too Mi 

intereſting. | You muſt adorn your Ree  - 1 li 
with ſmiles, my love, and grace n | 
evening with Wen gaiety. But where | 
are your trinkets 7? ie he; let | 
me faſten them on.”—* Oh, Sir,“ ſaid. 
Fanny, bluſhing, * excuſe me if I wiſhr” 
not to wear them; if I beg to return 
to you the bountiful preſent; ſuch 
things become not my ſituation, ene e 
And why does my Fanny think,” 1 
terrupted he, that 1 would lead 5 
23 , into 


* re 7 


world diſtreſs 3 This was too much 


FANNY. 


into any thing wrong? | Have tor I ber 
welfare at heart? and do not I under- 
aan d Aer of her nn PE: Is 


12 bene inte b. hike! at choſe . { 
She reproached herſelf for the tumults_ 


Miſs Sinclair's cruel words had raiſed in 


her mind. She repreſented to herſelf 
how hurt Sir John would be, could he 
imagine his paternal bounty to her could 
be-ſo miſunderſtood ; and bluſhing ſtill 
a deeper red, replied, She doubted 
not his being right, but all the world 
were not ſo liberal; ſome people might 
think ſhe had no right to ſuch valuable 
ornaments, and that they would better 


| become Miſs Sinclair. — Oh,” ſaid he, 
this is Auguſta's ſelfiſh way of rea- 


foning. Why are you not ſuperior to 
it? But I will not make you uneaſy; it 


would have given me pleaſure to ſee you 


ſo ornamented, but I would not for the 


for 
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| 400 ln gratelil beat ſb to her 
eſcrutore, and; taking out the box, ſaid; | 
4 Dear Sir, place them where vou 
pleaſe.” Sir John needed no more; 
he, with trembling pleaſure, tied the 
portrait round the fair neck of his love, 
and placed the pin in her hair s and 
kiſſing her lovely forehead; thanked her 


oy her —— and left her, Su, 


Feb as was \ Fdnay, 4 58 Sir 5 f 
e ſhould ever imagine it poſſible for ſuch 
a ſurmiſe to enter any body's head, every 
one was not equally apprehenſive, and 
he had occaſionally heard the ſcandalous 
idea hinted at, by ſome of his libertine 
companions, and, knowing Fanny's real 
virtue, thought ſuch a ſtigma would 
perhaps be a means of driving her to 
his arms, as her laſt reſource; he was 
therefore particularly anxious for her | 
wearing the jewels this night, which *' 
would r to ſo many perſons, ſucnk 
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RA FANNY. Ut 


: xdiftinguiſhed mark of We = 
LE ner. He plainly ſaw her averſeneſs to 
wear the trinkets, but concluded [ſhe 


guſta's unreſtrained virulence and envy, 
and he flattered himſelf that a young 
and beautiful girl could not deſpiſe ſuch 


ſiüre to gain her generous heart, by 
appearing reluctantly to yield to her 
vwiſhes, and he left ber, e "ny deen 5 
with oa ſuecels. MOSS AR 30 lug 
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W Fanny! . 3 wich to un- 
dergo, in her meeting with Miſs Sinclair. 
Beat out of her wiſhes by Sir John's 
feigned generoſity, ſhe had now only to 
return to her former plan of not ſeeing _ 
the object of her alarm (now changed 
to Auguſta) till as late as poſſible in the 
evening, after the greateſt part of the 
company were aſſembled; and, waiting 
till ſne had heard ſ everal carriages, ſne 
„ | 5 


had no other reaſon than aroſe from Au- 


glittering ornaments; at worſt, he was 
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FANNY. b 1 
preparing; with a beating heart, to enter 
the ſaloon, when a gentle tap at the | 
door announced a viſitor. She ran to 
open it, and was delighted to ſee. Lac : 
 Suſan,: who, enquiring why ſhe was not 1 
in the ball- room, glanced an approving 3 
look at her whole lovely figure, and at 
laſt caſt her eyes on the finery. „ Bleſs 
me! cried Lady Suſan; and ſtopped. 

1 Well may you wonder, dear ady 
' Suſan,” ſaid Fanny, ““ at Sir John's liþs- 
rality to me; I would fain have refuſed 
preſents ſo very unſuitable to my ſitua- 
tion, and. ſtill more anxiouſly wiſhed 
to decline wearing them to-night, N 
. could re in either point. ll 
"66 I almoſt ; with you could have a 0 — 
wearing them tornigkt, my dear,” re- 

plied Lady Suſan; for there is a great A 
deal of company below, and people A 
ſo free of their remarks. I know, to your - 

FE notice e wovld be ROT | 
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197 Fanny, tremblingly e to its Giſt . 
part of theſpeech, paid no attention to 


the laſt, which turned it off on her mo- 
deſty, but bluſhed and turned pale al- 
ternately; till at laſt Lady Suſan re- 


marking her agitation, and gueſſing too 


truly all tha: paſſed in her mind, re- 


plied to her emotions, Fear nothing, 
my gentle girl; all remarks, all con- 


jectures, will ever end, I am convinced, 
to your W A | e 


| | Terrified more and more at oy | 
word Lady Suſan ſpoke, the agitated 


girl burſt into tears. It was with pain 


ſhe had repreſſed them ſo long, and they 


1 flowed plentifully. Lady Suſan con- 
ceived all her inward ſtruggles; and 
when her kindneſs had ſoothed her to 


— 


ſome degree of compoſure, ſaid, Iam 


proud of my young friend; I ſee in the 
delicacy of her apprehenſive mind, 4 
ſenſe of rectitude and propriety which 


will 


. 


— 


enn ef 


n ne guide her ſafe: through all 
poſſible difficulties ;? and then em- 
bracing her, And now, my love,” 

added ſhe, come to the ſaloon; n 


brother is impatient to ſee you, and to Z 
engage you for a partner. She replied 


not, but moved towards the door. It is 


odd; thought Fanny, that Lord de Grey 


does not dance wirh Miſs Sinclair; they 
are very cool lovers; but I ſuppoſe che 
certainty of their marriage renders oy. 
warm deem, Nen e 29 : 


-%e John's having confided his inten- 


ons reſpect ing the marriage of Auguſta 
to Lord de Grey, to Fanny; as afecret, 
had ſealed her lips on the ſubject, even 


to her friend Lady Suſan; and as Lady 
Suſan never: hinted at ſuch a deſign, as 


indeed how ſhould the ? none of her fa- 


mily having an idea of it, Fanny con- 
cluded chat dhe wiſhed to keep up dhe 
fame reſerve; dhe therefore ſaid * 

F 1 * 


J 3 f 
n FANNY, * 


of ber een but «followed Lady 
Suſan, to ae igen. bes aeg 
t tt men ws" $7": 
* When they 6 e a the 
young folks were dancing; and as Fanny 
walked flow ly to her ſeat, ſhe ſaw Lord 
1 de Grey dancing with Miſs. Clara Eu- 
i ſtace, ſiſter to the gentleman WhO was 
ws Sinclair's partner. She ſighed as 
| : ſeated _ herſelf, for her ſpirits were 


7 tw and Lady Suſan ſoon obſerved: her 


. brother's new engagement. Dear Fan- 
ny,“ ſaid ſhe, © I am ſorry I diſappoint- 
ed you, but I know you do not love 
ſtrangers, and I had ſeen my brother 
diſengaged. » Ah; thought Fanny, needs 
it then an excuſe, and was Lady Suſan 
to have aſked. her brother to dance with 
me; © I am not very well, ſaid ſhe to 
Lady Suſan, « and Ilhall: be very glad 
not to dance at all to-night.“ Soon 
after Cecil came up to claim Lady Su- 
ſan's promiſed hand, who would fain not 
3 955 WS Eo ons 


# 


ranxx. HS 1 


PRs quitted her young friend but Fan: | 
ny would, not hear of it, and ſhe Te. 
5 mained bfrin 8. alone on the bench. 


Her eyes . involuptarly, on the. 
an friends ſhe had in the gay aſſembly , i 
and from Lord. de Grey, ſhe turned her 
attention to his partner. She ſaw a fax, 
pretey girl of about nineteen, whoſe 
ſmall features, and delicate perſon, were 
overwhelmed wich a profuſion of ill cho- 
ſen ornaments; while her pleaſed coun- | 
tenance ſufficiently declared the delight | 
the felt at being the election of Lord 0 
Grey. Indeed, thought Fanny, me bas 
reaſon to exult, for I ſee no young man 
at all to compare to him 3101 wiſh, 4 Was 
his ſiſter, I ſhould be very proud of ſuch 
a brother; but alas! I have no brother to 
be proud of ; indeed, unleſs he was 
like Lord de Grey, I think I would-ra- 
ther not have one; [I think I am glad I 
- we am not dancing, with ira, for every 


* 5 


it: 

\} 
i} 
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bis. wy : er. 5 Ks 
— would have: had their eyes on R | 


partner, and habe the me ill qua · 
; lified' for fach an' "iotivur, 2 OAT 


She was Wrenöpdes in her refletivns 5 
by Sir John Sinclair, who approached 
Her with evident pleafure in his looks, 
«My Fanny,” faid he foftly, „ you 
vutdo yourſelf ! You are beauty itſelf } | 
But are you not dancing Ph 6 No, 
Sir;“ ſaid the, & am not quite wwe | 
and had rather be a ſpectator than a 
| performer.” — —* Has Auguſta feen you 2” 
aid he. I don't know, Sir; ſhe his 
been dancing ever fince I came in.“ 
He ſtaid by her a few minutes longer, 
| complimenting her good looks, and 
thanking her for her compliance, when 
| he was called to the whiſt-cable, * | 850 NW 


Thang, b once more OY celine Jie : 
en ee , and had forgot the gay 
ſcene ſhe was in, when the was addrefſed 


ö * . 3 
[i 


elderly man; Urefſed in the very height 


of the mode; his hair cropt quite cloſe, + 


his waiſtcoat up to his arm-pits, and 


his breeches propor tionably long. His 


cloaths were an aſſemblage of the gayeſt 
colours, and his air was no leſs finiſhed 


than his dreſs. Don't. you dance, | 


Ma'am,“ faid: he, with a flight bow. 


«© No, Sir;“ replied Fanny cooly. = | 
” Pon my foul Fm glad. of it,” ſaid he, 
ſeating himſelf beſide her. Dancing's - 


| the devil of a bore; but all the girls are 


ſo fond of it, there's no. getting their 


company any way but as. a partner. 


Nothing's ſo horrid as dancing in a 


croud. Miſs Sinclair's quite eines to- 
5 aight, damme! ! Is not the Maa. 


3 


The whole « this. n june f 


had heard, but not knowing what to 


anſwer at the ſeveral pauſes, had ſat ſi- 
let; ſhe now aid « Yes; ſhe is very | 
- , _-  Jandiome.” - 
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1 naulliome —*< Deuce take me,” ig { 
her eaſy companion, ( it js a bed way 


of entertaining one young lady to talk 


of the beauty of another.. Yer this 
"young lady,“ faid a gentleman, Wh 
chad been ſtanding near, ee if 
| the e loch a e eitel 


| 1 | 7 85 
e. 2 of F EH FE! ST; 


a been locked up with; a Gnite- at the 


| em who ſpeke, and beheld a man 


ol abont fifty years of age ; a reſpectable 
figure, dreſſed as ſuitably as her chat- 


tering companion was ridiculouſſy; and 
with an expreſſion of ſenſe and bene vo- | 


. ence in his countenance that pleaſed her 


_ infinitely. She made an involuntary 


movement to offer him a ſeat. He ac- 
cepted it..“ Well, fair lady,“ ſaid he, : 


4 js not my judgment true? Cannot 
you bear the praiſe of others? — «1 


hope ſo ;” replied Fanny, «I ſhould 


hate myſelf if I could not. Anda 


N reaſon VO you ſhould. bear it too, 


OS eng. = faith, 


— 


FA ** v. e x19 oy 


ich, ” cried her 7 companion ; % 5 
know that whatever one ſays of the 
other girls here, 
Ko, em.“ 


” 


you are the Hock wench 


f — 


[i 
4 f 
1 


F oth no len to this Geet; 

( indeed what could ſhe ſay ?) but, turn · 
ing to her new friend, addreſſed ſome 
trifling queſtion to him. Damme, 
5 Mordaunt,” ſaid the other, you are 
| 2 in luck; the girls all talk to 

you.“ . They are not afraid of me; 

my lord,” replied och f yo 


„ Meine 
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Aftet e e Fe | 
ale his lordſhip quitted Fanny, who 
rejoiced at his departure, to go and gal - 
lant ſome more yielding fair; and Mr. 

Mordaunt told her, „he was Earl of 
HFaughtonbury; and,” added he, — ! 
am ſorry that at his time of life: he has 

not learnt to be reſpectable; he is nr 
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bag for a 1 wife, to begin & 
his age the domeſtic career, which 1 
long to have been his e. — „ 
e „ 0008s e 
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A loud. whiſper behind "BAY now at- 
— Fanny's attention. She's a 
deviliſn fine girl! dane a happy 
dog I” faid one voice. es;“ re. 
plied another, and the whole buſi. 
neſs is carried on ſo ſnugly too, one 
would not fuſpectl . No, truly, re- 
plied the firſt, Ot ſeeing her always with 
Mis Sinclair.” Fanny heard no more; 
a ſhade came over her eyes; ſhe trem- 
| bled, changed colour, and fainted away ; 8 
this accident aſtoniſned Mr. Mordaunt, 
who had not heard the whiſper. - Lady 
Suſan flew to her; and Cecil and Lord 
de Grey, in a moment, carried her out. 
of the room. Lady Suſan and Mr. Mor- 
dant followed. As for Miſs Euſtace, 
| the miſſed her e without knowing 
Ss word N 


ran v. 


e ee aſiiie for ber open hall was 
been directed to Fanny, ee ee 
Gp! 5 e to be at that n 


Their care row: recalled: ow Andes 5 
but opening her eyes, and A 
ſo ſurrounded, - ſhe turned to Lady Su- 
| fan, covered her face with her handker- 
chief, and burſt into a flood of tears. 
Lord de Grey beſought her to compoſe 
herſelf; and enquired if ſhe would have 
any thing. Without waiting for her an- 
ſwer, he brought a glaſs of hartſnorn 
and water, and gently diſplacing Lady 
Suſan, beſought her to ſwallow it. She 
took it in her hand, tried to thank him, 
but words were denied her. She looked 
round at Lady Suſan, who, com prehend- 
ing her meaning, motioned to Cecil to 
retire. He did ſo, leading off Mordaunt, 
but Lord de Grey would not go. She 
might faint again, and Suſan would want 
further affiſtance,” In vain ſhe affured 
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116 = FANNY. 


| Rim ſhe mould not; $: {ths could abr .» of | 
ſuade her obſtinate brother to go. H 


* - 
— — . a. 


was holding Fanny's hand, which . 


cold, and almoſt lifeleſs. Oh, Suſan,” 
aid he, he will faint again! Do, 
my dear little ſiſter, for ſo he often call. 
ed her, drink the hartſhorn.” Drink 
it if you can, my love;“ ſaid 3 Su- 


_ e a it won do wee e 


- Finny d rank i it; "in ſerriog 1 ihe 
glaſs, gave the hand that had held it to 


Lady Suſan. Lord de Grey kiſſed the 


one he ſtill kept poſſeſſion of, in grati- 
tude, perhaps, that its fair miſtreſs had "ad 


left it with him, and waiting for the 
other's being at liberty to give to his 
ſiſter. You are very good to me, 


Lady Suſan,” faid ſhe, I ſhall be b 


ter in a minute.“ Then, looking at 


Lord de Grey, © And Miſs Euſtace, my 

_ do not you return to N 
Oh no, eee e e e 

11. f : A / "4 ce « Oh, 


| ARNE, 


60 „, „Lady n 1 ria ns . 


with a deep ſigh.— Again Lady Suſan 
nodded to her brother to go. .\ Danny. 
remarked. il: You: are very good, 
ſaid: ſhe, but I have nothing to ſay. 
Let me not detain you any longer; Iam 


quite able to return, added ſhe, riſing, 35 
but her knees refuſed their mee. 
ſhe ſank Aga into 155 "_ 1 EEE 
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113 32 Fe 'S T3: 3 *x 425 


* 


6 „ You had FONG 801 to 1 my love; io. 


aid: Lady: Suſan. Should you like * 


ſhould paſs the night, with you ire, 
© Oh no;” ſaid Fanny, you are very 


good; but indeed I ſhall he better pre- 

ſently; The heat of the ball-room over- 

came me.” Lord de. Grey, however, 
enforced his fiſter's requeſt, aſſuring. her 


it would be rikking: too much to retum 
| to ae lena. 31 EY 5 x 30 3 e : 
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= 8 oh felt chat the inward 


diſtreſs the ſuffered, was neither to be 


increaſed 
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ereaſed nor eve by: any out fard 
eee yet acquieſced i in their united nr 
, and roſe to go to her apart ] 
[EE Lady Suſan offered her arm, but 

EEE Lord de Grey entreated his little ſiſter ; 
es ſiuffer him to conduct her to her room, 
ensugh to be of any real help. Fanny, 
conſcious ef her weakneſs, accepted his 
offer, and leaning on the e of wal 

end, Wer e b e d . 


— me - 
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_ "= ed de Grey. felt wh agitation en- 
CTCTEhieaſe as ſhewalked; her knees trembled, 
and even leaning on him ſhe found it 
difficult to advance. He took her i in his 
arms, and, hfting her with caſe from 
the ground, carried her up ſtairs, 


He ſtopped at the door of her drefling- 
room, and begging ; Lady Suſan to open 
it, carried her, ſtill in his arms, to a great 
chair, where he placed her, and, kifling 
3 ker n now R hand, offered a thou - 
e und 


fand wiſhes for her recovery 
ly thanked him, and encreazed him to 


till ſhe was in bed. She would have 


ſide, and Lady Suſan unwillingiy with- 


7 TTV 


the faid, it was a mental, not a bodily 
e ak e entedell he OO 


a. = 
„She ſaints 


return to the hall- room. He leſt ber 
apartment, and Lady pin ringing for 
the Woman to help, Raid, with Fanny * 


remained longer in her room, but Fanny 


aſſured her ſhe ſhould not fleep while 


the. had. ſo dear a friend by her bed. 


drew. She found her brother on the 
Rairs, , who anxiouſiy enquired after 
Fanny's health. Lady Suſan was ſure, 


Cccil gh Manon 1 * 
after the fair invalid ; but Miſs Evſtace, 


who had learned the - cauſe of Lord de- 


Grey's deſertion, was ſo offended at his 
iinking any other female of cohſtquence 


le * bene n liſ- 


tonbury , ant 


8 | 
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s lSir Johk Sifclair he was Hot 4015 f 


rant of what had happefed, and who 


Very eaſily gueſſed the cauſe, eum to 
Lady Siiſan chankeing her warmly for her 
kindneſs to Fanny, and enquiring Where 
and how ſhe was! The delicate ſenſibi- 
tity wWkich had ſo overcome her, had : 


made her doubly charming in His eyes 


5 and he aſked if Lady Suſan could' gueſs 
at the cauſe. Lady Suſan replied, © She 


fevtild not, for Fanny had lic it wh 


to the heat of the roi Had not Sir 
John's preſence, as maſter of the houſe, 
been neceſſary every where, moſt gladly 


Would he have gone to Fanny's bedſide, 


yo ſoothe. the alarm his emiſſaries Had 


* benen TEEN 5 n $2 © raiſe ed 
; 1 + L 


N 


N Was 3 e | 
uach With him te th 16 filial pfeuſure 

bf der rejected partier, ho: contented | 
bimſelf with! a Night! apology: a8 the 
| Paſſed. 1.990, » 5d fre. .*6 AL ell 647 = 


ev, N der 


| raiſed; to. watch over her candle! flum- N ; 


| 1 en adminiſter to woot en 
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As for - poor Ag no e Hum 5 
bers viſited her weeping eyes. A thou- 
ſand times ſhe repeated the fatal words 
that had alarmed her. Could they apply 
to any one beſide herſelf > Oh, what a 
wicked world, ſo to miſconſtrue the ge- 
nerous goddnefs of her paternal friend i 


She was glad that the preſence of Lord 3 


de Grey had hindered her from un | 
boſoming herſelf-ro Lady Suſan, which 
| ſhe certainly ſhould have done, in the 
firſt moments of her grief, but for that 
reſtraint; but ſuch a confidence could 
have had no effect, but revealing her 
ſhame to thoſe ſhe moſt wiſhed it hid 
from. It was plain Lord de Grey had 
not. heard thoſe injurious' ſuſpicions," or 
he would not ſo tenderly have affiſted 
her. She would not for the world they 
ſhould reach his ears. As for the mean- 
Vos. bo | G | ſouled 
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Jouled 0 ſhe now nevereitirbel ; 


her reſt; a new and more powerful 


cauſe of anxiety had ariſen, and, like 
Aaron” 8 rod, ſwallowed up all leſſer 


c 5 mortifications. She called herſelf to ac- 


count for her conduct, her dreſs, her 
manner; ſhe found no one thing repre- 


; henſible but the fatal trinkets. Alas!“ 
aid \ſhe to herſelf, «I. have, ignorantly 
tranſgreſſed ſome laws of decorum,.—1 


have innocently offended in appearance, 
and thoſe who Judged: me cannot read the 
h cart. 5 


* 


r 


In che mid: af theſs refieftions he 


15 heard ſeveral carriages drive away 3 ; and 


preſently ſhe heard voices in the gal- 


ery. It could not be Sir John and Au- 


guſta already! but evidently there was 


a man and a woman converſing ſoftly.- 


A light tap at her door was not unheard, 
and ſhe called, Is it Lady Suſan?”— 
Tod: Suſan. indeed fe Rd the door 


* 5 : 
5 of | 
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1 Sohn lads: many affe@i onate 


: enquiries ; F and, ſhocked to hear ſhe had 
not yet beet 
ſpend che night with her. Fanny, whoſe 


aſlee Ps again offered to 


agitated ſpirits ſtood in need of ſome 


ſupport, ſo faintly refuſed the offer, that 
Lady Suſan returned to the door, and 
ſaid gently, „I ſhall fleep here, bro- 
ther; 80 down and make my excuſes”? 
« How is my little ſiſter?” ſaid he ea- 


gerly. | * Much the ſame ;” ſaid Lady 
Suſan, © but go down, brother; my mo- 


cher N de . It 


z 


Linu As Gem teria; and Lady 807 
fan, after faſtening the door, undreſſed, 
and laid herſelf down by the ſide of her 

unhappy friend. Neither of the ladies 
bei n to ſleep, one an, en- 


1 quirY, 


L 


one 12. i FANNY« 


- quiry- ſucceeded another, till morning b 


8 dawned, and found them Sill ae, 


Lady Suſan, though convinced ſome 
1 85 uneaſineſs of mind had occaſioned her 
young friend's indiſpoſition, yet found 
her unwilling to diſcloſe the eauſe; and, 
certain that no human being ever poſ- 
ſeſſed more fincerity, and that ſhe her. 
ſelf was in general gratified by her full 
and free confidence, ſhe concluded that 
there was ſome peculiar - reaſon for her 
| reſerve, Her firſt idea was, that an at- 
nn tachment of the tender kind was riſing 
in her boſom, and had received a ſenſi- 
ble blow; but Fanny ſpoke with ſuch 
perfect unembarraſſment of all the young 


her opini 


; and finding her friend now 


8 


men 3 that Lady Suſan changed 


diſpoſed to be _ en any further 


5 enquiries, . 


. A th 


- 


1 . EY 
A mort and 1 interrupted 1 flurberas t- | 


= tle recruited Fanny 8 — frame; 


and at her uſual hour in the morn- 
ing ſhe aroſe ſoftly, leaving Lady Suſan 
ſtill fleeping, Before Fanny was ready 
to go down ſtairs, however, Lady Safan 
awoke, and riſing inſtantly, ſaw her, fair 
eyes, full of- tears, fixed on the orna- 
ments ſhe was putting n the box. Her 
ſuperior experience hid earlier taught : 
her the cruel inferences poſſible to be 
drawn from Fanny's fituation ; but fear- 
ful of alarming her ſenſibility, or truſt- 
ing thoſe inferences would never be re- 
aliſed, ſhe had confined her thoughts to 
her own boſom ;- but from all the events 
of the preceding evening ſhe began to 
fear ſomebody, Auguſta, e had 
been leſs ee. FE 


Fanny, when ſhe ſaw the ſenũble eyes 
of her friend fixed on her s, bluſhed, 
and haſtily put away the trinkets. Lady 

„„ 5 | Sulan 
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216 5 an 


Salan inſtantly conceived the reaſon of 37 


| Phan be arge (ianzery her amen 


5 modeſty and rectitude would be her. beſt 
guides, forbore to renew her poignant. 
| ſenſations, by a ſingle word leading to the 


ſubject. She talked indeed induſtriouſiy 


to her; talked of a thouſand indifferent 


things; at laſt of her family, of her dear 


brother; and when on this darling ſub- | 


ject, ſhe was never tired. She expa- | 


tiated largely in his praiſe. © Never was | 


ſuch a young man, ſo dutiful a ſon, ſo ten- | 


der a brother, ſo faithful a friend; ſo emi- 


nently gentle and pleaſing in his manners, 


and yet ſo decidedly firm in all his 


actions. Led by that unerring guide, 


his own deliberate Judgment, my bro- 
ther,” ſaid Lady Suſan, ** 15 not to be g 
turned from his purpoſe in actions where 


moral good or ill is concerned; in indif- 85 


ferent things no mortal is ſo complai- > 


5 ſant to the will of others.“ 1 
„ = Brand: 


rx xv. „ 127 


Mo” welilily: aſſented to „ 1 Lady | 
Suſan ſaid; ſhe bad long thought her 
and her brother the models of two per- 
fect characters, and now openly avowed 
her opinion, adding, Would to God 1 


ingly calls me ! and that Lady Suſan, not 
to be of higher rank, not to be of more 
diſtinguimed fortune than I am, But to 


have ſome relatives, ſome dear and kind 


friend, who ſhould always be my honour 


and pride; to whom I could apply in all 

my little diſtreſſes, to whom And 
why,” aſked Lady Suſan, 1 does my | 
Fanny want this degree of confidence i in 


us? You could, my love, have no 
brother or ſiſter more earneſt to aw 
you than Lord de Grey and myſelf.” — 


* Oh,” ſaid Fanny, I know your good- : 


neſs, your unmerited partiality to me, 
and I am ſure my heart could not place 


more real affection and confidence ns - _ 


liſter of my blood; but there are ſub- 


Wh. Jets 


* 


indeed his ſiſter, as he condeſcend- Joes 


9 


"a FANNY, 


Jets, rare Lady: Suſan, there are 1 
cumſtances which make reſerve a duty, £2 
otherwiſe Lady Suſan made no an- 


fwer to a ſpeech which proved there was 


ſomething to confeſs, but by claſping 
ber friend to her boſom, and ee 
Abe n bro tam eee 0 


* 


- Faany, all N ei on the 


neck of Lady Suſan, till at length re- 
collecting herfelf, ſhe roſe and dried 
hef tears. No,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, 


« the claims of affectionate gratitude | 


which Sir John Sinclair has on my heart, 


ſhall never be forgotten; nor will my 
real yeneration for him ſuffer me to be 
the firſt to breathe a hint that it is poſ- 


ee for any one to ſuſpect his Dante 


It was not 1 Fanny ſocpected 1 


. but ſhe could not bear it ſhould be 


known to be ſuſpected. Poor innocent, 


ſhe little imagined the character he had 


long 


FANNY: | 429 


= hag bees could nor: fam a benuaiful 


young woman to live with any reputa- 


tion in his houſe ! Not that Lady su - 


ſan had heard the full extent of the ſur - 
miſes more freely circulated by Sir John's 
old libertine companions; her modeſty 
and real virtue guarded her from hear- 
ing tales of the ſort; but ſhe. knew , 
—_— alarm her. 55 . nd 


» 5 
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| us * 1 met PID at . 
1 bat Miſs Sinclair, at all times lazy, and 
ſeldom at the breakfaſt-table, did not de 
range herſelf for Lady Suſan ; but tgok 
her chocolate in bed; and c Gene Yar 
eee ä 


n was Sbeascftd morning; Sir John 7 
went out on horſeback, and the two 
friends ſauntered to an alcove in the 
ſhrubbery; here they ſat refreſhed by _ 

che cool breezes which roſe from a noble 
| lake before them, when Lord de Grey, 
70 5. Who 


55 i! who was FO 
proached, and en quired after the health 


. 1360 15 rann. „ 


to fetch his alter, ap- 85 


of the lovely invalid. A faint bluſh co- 20 
loured Fanny's pale cheeks as he came 
up. She thanked him for his enquiries, | 


| and he ſeated himſelf berween the. two 


? 
* ; 45 
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ladies. 

. an u hour 8 . converſation, 7 
Lady Suſan and her brother roſe to go; 
Fanny accompanied them to the gate, 
and, ſeeing them both enter the chariot, 
wiſhed them good morning, and they * 
departed. . She now ran to her dreſſing- 
room window: from which ſhe could ſee 
the road they were going, and, watch- 
ing them till they were out of fight, ſhe. 
nerd mechanically at the window. 

They are gone ;” ſaid ſhe ſoftly, © and 

I am once more alone in the world; * 1 
Oh, how truly did| Lady Suſan paint 
the noble character of her amiable bro- 
ther! Would he were mine alſo! but 


-- : — : - 2 
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* 
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Ae is my fiend, and happy, kur above 8 


e merits, am wy in that diſtinction.” 7 


F i , ak : 2 2 
n 5 „ ' 8 
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(Land de ei was Inland all ek . 


' ſiſter had. deſeribed him; his firm and 


manly heart was replete with a feminine 
ſenſibility ; and his fine features and 
animated countenance, ſpoke the various 
emotions of his ſoul. Had Fanny been 


al greater adept in the language, ſhe 
might probably have read a warmer ſen- 


timent than mere friendſhip for: her in 


che expreſſive eyes of Lord de Grey; 
for certain it is, that the pleaſure he 
took in the innocent graces and childiſh 


| ſweetneſs of the lovely Fanny, had ripen- 


tled paſſion; it had, however, advanced 


fo filently that even his beloved ſiſter 


was a ſtranger to it; himſelf knew not, 


though he cheriſhed the warm affeQion, 


and he watched over the ſweet object of 


i he the vigilant diſintereſtedneſs of . 


2 „ a goardtan. 


—ä————— —  — ̃ & 


ear oo i a 


Ts guardian angel. - Fabiny's fimplicity 


— 


have wiſhed herſelf his ſiſter, Eg 


made her alfo unconſcious of the ſtate of 


her own heart. She admired, ſhe eſteem- 
ed, ſhe loved Lord de Grey; but had 


ſhe been aware of the nature of that af. 
fection, perhaps ſhe would not fo often 


F —_ 
2 


Lord de; O was very ante to 5 Ce. | 


cil; and on his return home found Lord 98 


and Lady Calſhot abſent, with Lady So- 
phia, and Cecil in the drawing-room. 
Cecil eagerly enquired after his young 
favourite, for he was fooliſhly partial to 


Fanny; Lady Suſan told him ſhe was 
as, well as the was likely to be, for ſhe 


was not happy.”— “ Poor girl,” faid | 
Cecil, his eyes filled with tears, and 


has ſhe then ſo young diſcovered the : 
ge. of her EN? Es 


Theſe wordseletteifediliens; they 4 


8 all had their ſuſpicions, but Cecil was the 


firſt” 


0 
firſt wo had ers 66 give chem vent. 
Fet the ice being once broke, Lady Suſan 
acknowledget that ſhe believed ſome 
eircumſtances had alarmed her friend 3 
but that ſhe maintained a very juſtifiable 
reſerve. —* Juſtifiable!” ſaid! Lord de 
Grey, It is a noble proof of the deli» - 
cacy of her ſentiments! | She FR. 
bear the ſhadow: of a doubt.“ “In- 
deed,” replied Cecil, © if one were ſure 
ſhe were fotewarned——"—< If the were 
not,” faid Lord de Grey, who could 
warn her?“ “ Any real friend, ſaid 
Cecil, I would.“ —“ Ah,“ aid Lady 
Suſan, ** ſhe is certainly alarmed.” - She 
then recounted all that had paſſed re- 
ſpe&ing the jewels, both the preceding 
evening and that morning; and the 
gentlemen concluded ſhe: muſt have res 
ceived ſome ni, 7 


rav. 


75 > — 


1 Ny heart bleeds for her; aid ce⸗ 
eil. bs Derr OE * vou love this 


girl, 


=> 


8 850 0 dnnn iy 

come and live with us. Nou know; 
Mr. Ceeil, replied Lady Suſan, bluſh. 
ing but ſmiling, I ſhould be too hap. 

py— —“ In, ſuch a plan.“ interrupted 


rau I. 


—_— 


y me diredtly,” and; lethet _ 


he. © No;“ faid ſhe, I did not ſay 


5 that, but im being able to protect this ; 
dear girl; HOWIE at preſent I am 
poyerleſs,” Lord de Grey ſcarcely a 


joined in the converſation; he felt an 


emotion which repreſſed his words; but . 
Cecil and Lady Suſan continued to la- 


ment the -d that en their Tt 
55 als nen .lt en e ee 


Fanny bind at ticks det; lo | 


in thought. She could not believe there 
was any foundation in Sir John's inten- 


tions for the cruel whiſpers ſhe had over- 
heard; but the diſgrace to herſelf and 


him affected her extremely. Miſs Sin- 


clair's horrid inſinuations alſo dwelt up- 


on her mind, and the more ſhe re- 


| fleacd the further and from trans - 
quillity.; A ſummons to dinner, hows 
ever obliged: her to exert herſelf; for 
ſhe dared not refuſe, on account of her 
indiſpoſition, knowing how little Mifg 
Sinclair weuld inen of any pantie 1 
nen 
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There was company to dinner, and 

two or three young men kept Auguſta 

in tolerable good humour by their com- 

pliments; and Fanny was very well 

. pleaſed to be ſeated. beſide Mr. Mor- 5 
daunt, whoſe kind and ee fone 
Us her. 15 


A gentleman 5 fat * to her, 
| the: had never ſeen before ; 3 "the heard 
him diſtinguiſhed by the name of Gor- 

don. Mr. Gordon was not formed to 
paſs without notice; yet Fanny did not 
voluntarily grant him her” 8 35 but he 
We his attention on her ſo evidentiy 


136 FANNY. 


/ chat! it pained ber, and neceſſarily forces. | 
nners of a man-who 


her to obſerve the mani 
5 had marked her out Ow ſack, a wad 


4 * 
K 4 of 
3 XY ; q } N 


Mr. dee „ 2 


a very fine figure, joined to a handſome 
face, made him paſs in general for a very 


captivating being; but there was in his 
countenance an expreſſion rather repul- 


five than attractive to Fanny. She was dif- 
pleaſed withthe hauteur, the ſelf-conceit, 
the violence, and the ill-temper, which 

disfigured his fine features; his voice 


Vas loud and commanding ; his manner 
imperious and overbearing, and his un- 


derſtanding, which was naturally good, 
a ſenſe of his natural ſuperiority, had led 
him to think above all praiſe. He Was 


evidently conceited of his figure, and 


thought himſelf too eminently forme 


to pleaſe to render any conciliating en- 
deavours neceſſary. He choſe, however, 
at by | | ; : 15 to F 


5 
225 


; e pevalieley.:” OL FTE OR. 


E 2 1 . by Co —— 


F 0 


FARNT. ET” 


ta: addreſs 4 great deal of his ci | K 0 rfa 


to Fanny, who; more intimidated chan 


pleaſed by bis haughty condeſcenſioen, 


gladly liſtened to all Mr. Mordaunt 
ſaid, and ſeemed to be deeply engaged 


inlet to her overbearing oppoſite, who 
hought it of no conſequence to inter- 
Ki 3 converſation with ſuch an old 
codger as Mordaunt ; and every mo- 


ment rudely put ſome queſtion or other 


torher, which Fanny modeſtly and con- 
ciſely anſwered; turning EOS 
her more n ee ee 


Mis Gtalain with indienaticn beheld | 


the evident preference with which Mr. 


Goxdon honoured the | upſtart Fanny: 
and, unable to ſupport the idea that 
ſach a girl as that ſhould rival her among 
the men, bent all her endeavours to gain | 


the attention of Gordon, but in vain 3 


and had not * Haughtonbuty, who 
Came 35 


. 5 ran T. . 
came in the evening; addreiſed bim 


wzholly to Auguſta, her ill humour would 


have been inſupportable. It is true, the 


figure of Gordon was to ber, who never 
thought about countenance, nor under 


| ſtood the charms of the mind-illumined' 
face, infinitely more attractive than that 


2 


| of Lord Haughtonbury; his fort 


— 


was enough to have ſatisfied her, for the 7 


was rich herſelf; and when ſhe gazed 


on the beauty of Mr. Gordon ſhe: was 
inclined to be romantic, and think love 


more eſſential than ſplendour; but hen f 


Lord Haughtonbury, with an affected 


rapture, complimented her beauty, her 
dignity, her fenſe, vanity turned the ſcale, 


and the title of Counteſs of Haugh- 


tonbury, with precedence, equipagè and : 
pomp, far overbalanced penchant and 


a competence with the handſome Gor- 


don. To Fanny, therefore, of her abun- 


dant goodneſs, ſhe left this engaging 


beau. But Fanny's unconſcious. heart 


„„ Was 


th 


f 
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139. 


e diſpoſed 3 is! nN 
Rn wirh great pain his marked 
attentions, and was happy wo: at ee 
he took rs ve mY 1 85 8 
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FANNY. 1 


Wich Sir John . unfortunate 1 at! 
had loſt all her eaſe; ſhe:became embar- 
raſſed, bluſhed when he ſpoke to her, 
and cautiouſly. avoided his particular 
notice. At length, feeling herſelf really 
_ -indiſpoſed, ſhe retired; but her reflec- 
tions, which were very painful kept her 
from reſt. She felt diſturbed at Mr. 
Gordon's attentions; they embarraſſed 
and diſtreſſed her; ſhe felt that Fry 
were bold, and ſhe trembled leſt he had 
heard the dreadful ſurmiſe; and leſt, 


while yet perfectly innocent, her repu - | 9 


tation was blaſted univerſally; the re- 


ſerve, which from her delicate gratitude 


to Sir. John, ſhe had impoſed on herſelf, 
ſhe felt till determined to ſupport, 
Wd ſhe W for a full and free 

commu- 


4 


240 155 27 FANNY. | 


| communication of hich forrows to. her bes - 


Horn ied. 


1 1 Jahn Sinclair u was * Rs walk 
ing by the emotions of his mind ; he 5 
bad remarked the embarraſſment, the 
indliſpoſition of Fanny ; it had not eſcaped 


his obſervation that ſhe had begun to 


dtroop from the time of her receiving the 
jewels; and, flattering himſelf that her 


young heart ſickened at the firſt conſci · 


ouſneſs of a tender attachment, he gave 
Way to the moſt lively joy.—““ Yes,” | 
_ ſaid he to himſelf, © her tender and in- 


nocent bofom is fully wrought to my 
| wiſhes by my delicate and cautious pro- 
cedure, and gratitude is changed into an 


ardent love; my careſſes ſhe is already 
| accuſtomed to, and what, but the conſci- 
ouſneſs of their meaning can induce her 
now evidently to avoid them; yet, though 


ſhe declines them, her ſweet eyes ſpeak no 
| A and Iam confident the firſt * 
Will 


in, buy 


r. {+22 


will now: ; ſoon. be got over, and my hap⸗ 
pineſs eſtabliſhed in the unreſorved poſe 
COON charms.” - 5 


1 


TRE 


The ee day elapſed 5 ne - 
circumſtance, worthy notice; but the 
next, as Fanny was ſitting alone i in the 
library, the door opened, and Mr. Gor- 
don entered. She roſe and curtſied, 
and ſaid ſhe would ſeck Sir Johns 
EE * Nos 7 laid * gaily, FF m wahr 


#64 2 


is ring 1 know; for imer an 
cahitgen 1 1 ; 20 
1 aftenithed « at this Pa _ 
dreſs, replied, © She knew of no buſi» 
neſs. he could poſſibly have with her;“ 
and begged leave to withdraw. No, 
he could not poſſibly conſent to that; 
and, ſeizing both her hands, drew her 
down upon the ſdpha, placing himſelf 
beſide her, one arm round her waiſt, 
f and 


— 


| e „ 


: and the other all holding ber geluelnt 5 

| Kajids:/ po Mr. Gordon,“ ſaid ſhe. „ 61 5 
entreat you to permit me to A — 

And do you think,” interrupted he, 


„ am come here for nothing? By 


God you are a lovely creature!“ “ In- | 
_ Yeed, Sir, ſaid ſhe, With ſome ſpiri 65 8 
C you are miſtaken in me. Such con- 


duct as your's— — Oh, my love,” 


nid he gaily, none of your hypocriſy; | 


ſuch conduct as mine all women love, 


for i it ſpares their bluches, and, making | 


reſiſtance \ineffe8&tual, gives them the 


glory of a triumph, without the morti- 
fication of a conquelt ; for you know,” 
added he, boldly looking in her' face, 
< that, however you may talk, or out- 
wardly behave, your on wiſhes concur | 
but too eaſily with our's, not to make 
your ſucceſs a ſelf-denial.” . Ldo not 


know what you mean, Sir,” ſaid Fanny. 
460 by inſulting me thus! ' But 1 do 


| know; ſaid he, 21 W that you are : 


/ 


ack aogel, and that your Chudtion f is nod 
equal to you 


thag Sinclair!" 


Oe I gave bet . PE 


05 from the ſopha, and was running to 
the door, but he haſtily ere : 
< Whither ſo faſt, my charmerꝰ - 
« Any: where. from your hateſul Site 


ſence!” ſaid ſhe. © Hateful!” repeated 


he, ſmiling. < How pretty is this lovelx 
anger. Yet look at me, and tell me if 


indeed I am hateful! Confeſs now Tam 
A HERETO: anne 7 dap pd; 


| | Merciful: Goar? tb F tide 
<< what will become of me! << Oh, 
no harm,” returned the inſolent Gordon. 
who had again ſeized both her bands. 
Why you are infatuated with Sir John, 
Itbink,” ” I 9, not rightly underſtand 


ar merits. ; Come,” ſaid he, 
ce now for a trial only, go home with. 
me, and ſee if 1 cannot ee a 


you, 


- ky. . Y vun. . „ 
deus che other Wil holdiole ber reid an 


And do you think,” interrupted he, 
. Jam come here for nothing? By 


God you are a lovely creature! “ In- 
deed, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, with ſome ſpirit, 5 


e you are miſtaken in me. Such con- 


duct as your's—2—** Oh, my love,) 
ST  faidhegaily, none of your hypocriſy; 
ſuch conduct as mine all women love, 
for it ſpares their bloſhes, and, making 
| deeſiſtance ineffectual, gives them the 
glory of a triumph, without the morti- 
fication of a conqueſt ; for you know, 
added he, boldly looking i in her face, | 
© that, however you may talk, or out- 
wardly behave, your own wiſhes concur 
but too eaſily with our's, not to make 
your ſucceſs a ſelf-denial.” —* Ldo not 
know what you mean, Sir,” ſaid Fanny. 
« by inſulting me thus!”—* But I ds 
Know faid he, © I know that you are 


hands. 60 Mr. Gordon, ſaid ſhe 561 | ; 
entreat you to permit me to r | 


ES ho 


— 


| DANN Ye + 1 us 
an aka and that your gtustion is nod 
equal to your merits. Come, ſaid he, 
“ now for a trial only, go home with 


me, and ſee if I cannot. Rs ny 
an Szecteintt N 


1 err ber „ as 
roſe from the ſopha, and was running te 
che door, but he haſtily ſtopped her. 
< Whither ſo faſt, my charmer'?”- a7 
Any where from your hateful pre- 
 {ence!” ſaid ſhe. « Hateful!” repeated 
he, ſmiling. © How pretty is:this/Jovely 
anger. Yet look at me, and tell me if 
indeed I am hateful! Confeſs now Iam 
A Dion than Sinclair. ar F 

4 14 
| | Merciful God?” en | Fanny; | 
ec hat will become of me!“ Oh, 
no harm,“ returned the inſolent Gordon, 
who had again ſeized both her hands. : 
<6 Why you are infatuated with Sir John, 
TART ” x6 2 do. not rightly underſtand 


you,” 2 


ä— — — hn — be 


you”, ad PEE $611 love, i 
nour Bir John, as my benefactor; my 
friend, and my fatlier; but for you 1 
(contemptuscuſſy)— — Oh,“ replied 
SGordon, © there may be times when per- 
haps you give Sinclair the love he wants 


gs a cher ami, without the honour due to 


a father; however you] may carry it in 


public, in private I believe there may be 
leſs decorum.“ . Help me Heaven!“ 


cried Fanny, What will this end in?“ 
b Love and a good en as a. 
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This inGaniey rote a a 8 Goth 


| her; and in a moment Cecil entered the : 
room. On his approach Gordon quitted 
his hold, and the terrified Fanny preci- 
pitately ran out of the room, and locked 
herſelf into her owri apartment. Miſs 
Sinclair had heard the ſcream, and, 

coming down, found the two gentlemen 

debating rather warmly in the library. 


She 
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She l the cauſe” of contention'; ; 
and Cecil beginning to ſpeak, Gordon 
ſaid in a loud key, Only I gave that 
ly little huſſy a kiſs, and ſhe eie 
as ql [ bad murdered her,” "3.00 : 


Mi Sen Mie dg Mr, 2 
Gordon's part, Cecil ſaw he had no fur- 
ther buſineſs there, and took his leave. 
He was, however, too anxious for Fanny - 
not to wiſh to ſee her, and, going upſtairs, 
tapped at her door. She knew his voice, 
and, coming to the door, ſaid ſoftly, “ 1 
thank you heartily, Mr. Cecil, for your 
kindneſs, and interference; but; after 
what has paſſed, you muſt excuſe me if 
I do not admit you; you will feel the 
neceſſity of my caution. J do,” ſaid 
Cecil, I admire and honour you; on- 
ly be careful, ſweet girl; there may be 
danger where you leaſt expect it.” He 
wiſhed her good morning and left her. 
Vor. 1 1 * The 


7 | 


The occurrences of the morning had 
opened Fanny's eyes to all the; horrors 
of her ſituation. The belief of her in⸗ 
famy could alone have warranted Mr. 
Gordon's unjuſtifiable conduct. Sbe 
plainly underſtood the meaning of Ce- 
cils hint; but, though ſhe ſaw the pre- 
cipices that ſurrounded her, ſhe knew 
not how to extricate herſelf from them. 
Friendleſs, inexperienced, young, PP | 


and innocent, where could ſhe go 


0 What reſource could ſhe find in a world 155 


which ſhe had already found teeming 


with unprovoked calumny, unlicenſed 8 
inſolence, and overbearing ar rogance : ? 
Her preſent ſituation was certainly ineli- 
gible, but could ſhe change it for one 
which would be leſs ſo? Could ſhe ex- 
pect to meet from ſtrangers that Kind- 


neſs, that ſupport, which / ſhe failed to 
find amongſt her only friends And 


| after all ſhe had but ſuſpicious evidence 
bs of againſt 


vans v. „ 14 


apainſt Sir John. Was * polſble „ 
could really mean any injury to the : 
helpleſs orphan he had hitherto ſo gene- 
rouſly- befriended > Ou Ought'L.e, be becauſe 
the malicious world choſe to aſſign 
ſuch infamous' motives for his Sene- 
roſity, ought ſhe, the obje& of it, who - 
had ever experience d from him the moſt 
diſintereſted kindnels, to coincide with 
that malicious world, and believe her 
benefactor ſelfiſh and cruel, becauſe fools 
would whiſper, and bravos would in- 
ſult? Alas! her grateful heart recoiled | 
from the idea; ſhe blamed herſelf for 
having a moment conſidered things i . 
that light, and determined at length to 
avoid Mr. Gordon, for her delicacy 3 
ſhrunk from hinting at bis inſolence to 
any living ſoul; to entreat Mr. Cecil to 
keep her fecker;” or, if it had already 
eſcaped him to Lady Suſan, ſhe was ſure 
that kind friend would, at her requeſt, 
let it Uo nd farter. She reſolved, in 
l Ha . ber 
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her own conduct, to be circumſpes to 
an extreme; and, by an unexampled 
_ caution to defeat the aim of Os 


and diſappoint the ſhaft of cet Ty 


. poor Wen tha {OR not Mie 
rapidity with which the dreadful venom 
ſpreads! She knew not that the being 
ſhe looked up to with confidence and 
gratitude, as her friend and henefactor, 
had himſelf ſet the vile tale agoing, in 
order to force her to fall into the fnare 
he had laid for her. Had ſhe been told 
this circumſtance, no aſſeyerations would 
have induced her to give it credit; I her 
pure and innocent mind could not have 
believed there was in the world a ſoul 
fo baſe ; ; much leſs that ſuch a baſeneſs 
could proceed from her reverend pro- 
tector. She determined therefore to 
wait with as much patience as ſhe could 
for the counſel of Lady Suſan, who, if 85 
ſhe v was informed of MF. Gordon's inſo- 
lence, 


88 FA arr. *  - © "md 
l by: Cecil, would not fail to intro- 
duce the ſubject when they met; and 
from her ſhe then hoped to learn a full 
explanation of Mr. Cecil's parting cau- 
tion, and what authority he had for a ſur- 


miſe ſo evidently | EY at . John 
Sinclair. 4 
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IE Wie F anny at 18 „ 
herſelf into ſome compoſure, and 
.obeyed the ſummons to dinner, though 
with a heavy heart, yet with a chearfu] 
countenance; her indiſpoſition was her 
excuſe for the failure of her appetite; , 
and her mihd was too wholly occupied 
by her own ſituation to ſuffer her to 
throw away a thought on Miſs Sinclair's 
arrogant indifference.” Sir John indeed 
was, as uſual, all kindneſs and attention; 
but ſhe ſuffered far more from his ten- 
derneſs than from the mortifying neglect 
of his daughter. She dared not indulge 
the gratitude of her heart for his atten- 
tion, and, however ſhe felt, ſhe received 
it with coolneſs and politeneſs. Sir John, 
who ee her reſerve to a far dif. 
| ferent 
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Rid 10 ſaw i it without diſpleaſure; pf: 
even with the higheſt gratification. He 
beheld her young heart yielding to a ha 
tender attachment, which ſhe would . 
indulge with her oiual freedom. „ 


The ſervants bad left the room ſome 
time, when Davies, Sir John's own man, 
re-entered with a e. of letters. An 
expreſs from Lord Calſhot, Sir.“ Sir 
John took the packet, and found one 
for each of the young ladies, from Lady 8 
Suſan, and Lady Sophia, and one from 
che Counteſs Tor himſelf. TE eee 


| Leih Calfhor 8 letter briefly 1 
him that his friend had been fuddenly 
ſeized with a paralyric ſtroke, which had 
deprived him of his reaſon, | and of the 
uſe of half his limbs. Dr. Lewſon, Who 
lived in the neighbourhood, had ordered 
him inſtantly to Bath, and as they could 
make but very ſhort journies, they were 
| H 5 to 
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” to ſet off inftantly. Lady Sophia 8 note 


to Miſs Sinclair was ſhort, and expreſ- 
ſing her regret for the ſuddenneſs of the 
accident which deprived her of the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing Ae wesen her de- 
en, 


ade Suſan! 8 billet to 1 was as 


follows: 1 
40 The dreadful W which in a 
moment carries me from my deareſt 
Fanny, however it afflicts me, does not 
cc make me forgetful of her; I regret 
* not having made uſe of the opportu- 
e nities I have had, to ſpeak, more free- 
7 .ly to her than 1 have ventured to do; 
ec but the firſt inſtant of leiſure ſhall be 
© devoted to her ſervice; and in the 
' © mean while I beg her to rely on the 
278 e of her very affectionate friend, 


66 SUSAN DE Guy.” 


F anny 


» 
PRs 2, — , e my 


1 


1 1 rau v. 


C 


Fe "anny was 1 embarraſſed by the 
| receipt of this billet; Miſs Sinclair's 
eyes announced her expectation of ſee- 
ing it, and Sir John looked curious; 
but it was impoſſible to make it pub- 
lic; and recollecting that timidity and 
embarraſſment never had availed her 
with the unfeeling Auguſta, ſhe aſſumed 
a more decided air, and put her note 
in her pocket. Sir John, evidently cha- 
grined, ſaid nothing, and Miſs Sinclair 
had long ceaſed announcing her diſplea- 
ſure to an e. io much Bann ng hh 7 
notice. 5 HH 
Mr. Cecil called in the evening, and 
the unfortunate event of the morning 
furniſhed the whole of their converſa- 
tion. Mr. Cecil ſaid, He had for 
ſome time been thinking of going to 
Bath himſelf, as he had a friend there 
whom he much wiſhed to ſee, and NG: 
dean niet this opportunity. 


n Avgulty 


t A rallied bios Lich more freedom 


than politeneſs, and with more ſarcaſm - 
chan good-humour, on his marked pre- 
ference, and hopeleſs pretenſions to La- | 
dy Suſan de Grey; and at length he re. 
plied, The object of his affection was 
ſo truly worthy, he had no wiſh to con- 
ceal his attachment to her. She builds 
not her claim,“ added he, te upon heau ; 
ty, or on birth, but on the milder and 
far prefe rable charms of 2810 wen 
b and virtue.“ | 
e eyes filled with tears at this 
praiſe of her friend, ſo warm, ſo appro-—- 
priate, and ſo exalting; yet in her Joy 
for calling her her friend, ſhe forgot not 
that ſhe was gone, and that Cecil wWas 


going, and that herſelf was left expoſed 
to the cruelleſt injuries, with no counſel- 
lors to aſſiſt, no experienced friend to 
apply to. She looked on Om ” a diſ- 


: . adviſer, of whoſe good withes 
ſhe: was ſure, and in whoſe judgment 
| ſhe repoſed the greateſt confidence; but 
to loſe him and Lady Suſan together, 
* a blow ſhe felt i in —_ moſt: pe is 7 
Sir Jh a Sinclair kg! this intelli- 
' gence with far different ſenſations ; his 
long friendſhip for Lord Calſhot indeed 
gave him ſome uneaſineſs for his alarm- 
ing ſituation; but the powerful defires 
with which young Fanny had inſpired 
him, overpowered every claim of affec- 

tion, and left him alive only to the ob- 
ſtacles that retarded, or the events that 
facilitated his ſucceſs. Of this latter 
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kind he looked upon the departure of 


Lady Sufan, and the conſequent journey 
of Cecil; their partiality to Fanny alarm- 
ed him; their penetration tortured him; 
and he never ſaw them approach with- 

out OY: for the downfall: of his 
H 6 hopes. 


; 
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hopes. Their abſence clic was truly 


welcome to him, and doubly ſo at this 
moment, when he flattered himſelf he 

ſaw a tender partiality in the mild eyes 
of F anny; her native gratitude ripen- 


ing into love. No buſy intruders would 
now interfere with their prudent coun- 


ſels; no ſagacious friends would now be 
at hand, to alarm her young heart, and 


daſh his long cheriſhed hopes in a mo- | 


ment. He ſhould have full leiſure, and 


glorious opportunity to ſteal away her 
ſoul by melting ſoftneſs, and to teach 


her to yield, before ſhe was alarmed by N 
the name of love. But his cunning had 


already overſhot itſelf; the black conſpi- 
racy he had laid had already awakened. 
ſuſpicion in her -innocent mind; and 
though ſhe feared nothing from him, ; 
ſhe had learnt to dread the cruel:miſcon- 
ſtructions of the world. The whiſper ſhe 
had overheard had ſtruck deep into her 
heart; and Sir- John could he have 
foreſeen 


FANN *. 7 3 


| foreſeen the journey e of Lord Calſhot and 
his family, would not have been ſo pre- 


_ cipicate in alarming her with the ſound 


of calumny. Far more gratifying to his 
paſſion would it have been, to have tri- 
umphed by love, than by the horror her 


loſs of character muſt inſpire; for the 


intereſting charms of Fanny had taught . 


him a degree of love it was long fince 
he: had Cr 


K . "oP now | Hlaphad) and ſhe 


heard nothing from Lady Suſan. 


- thouſand uncertain ideas floated. be 5 


her mind. She apprehended that poſ- 
ſibly Lord Calſhot was detained on the 


road by increaſing illneſs; or that, even 
in caſe they were arrived at Bath, Lady 


Suſan was prevented writing by her ne- 


- 


_ ceffary attendance on her father. She 


knew Cecil was gone, but was totally ig- 7 


norant whether Lord de Grey bad ac- 
companied- -his family. 
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ot Week now ane over, ant 15 


hs ſhe- heard not. She grew: anxious 


and uneaſy. The idea of having loſt 


the friendſhip of Lady Suſan gave her a : 


| thouſand diſtreſſing alarms. She- was 

evidently out of ſpirits, and would have 
been ſtill more depreſſed but for the- 
kind and PO notice of Sir N 
Sinclair. . . e 


* : 


As for Miſs Sinclair, ſhe had lately 
grown extremely intimate with Miſs 
Euſtace, and ſpent great part of her 
time with that young lady. Sir John 
in vain repreſented. to his daughter that 
the world would attribute her frequent 
viſits to the ſiſter to an encrealing par- 
tiality for the brother. Auguſta ever 
auverſe to controul, was not inclined to 
ſubmit; and Sir John experienced too 
much happineſs in enjoying by him- 
elf the company of his amiable Fanny, 
0 be 1 ſolicitous about the pro- 


"uy 1 
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eien of thoſe. minions: * bong : 
cupied his daughter.” He knew that 
her fortune and beauty were ſufficient to 
cover any little blemiſhes ſhe might oc- 
caſionally incur, and contenting himſelf 
with remonftrating, which ſhe careleſſly ik 
replied to, he gave himfelf up to the 
pleaſure of inſinuating himſelf inte the 
heart of the poor den e object of = 
his nen vel 37; ee 
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At length lovers Aude em pet 
for Sir John, informing him of the (ſafe- 
ty of the family, and ſome ſmall amend- 
ment in the reaſon of Lord Calſhot= 
Fanny s ſurprize and uneaſineſs redoubl. 5 
ed at not hearing now from Lady Suſan. 
She knew not what to conjecture. Alas! 
ſhe would never have conjectured right. : 
How was it poſſible” for her to imagine 
. that Sir John had intercepted a letter 
meant for her, in which her cautious 
en n N to her all her ſuſpi- | 
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of all the malevolent whiſpers of the 
neighbourhood, and aſſured her of ever F 
exertion in her power to aſſiſt, and to 


ſave her. This letter was too precious. 8 
not to determine the Baronet that Fanny 
ſhould neither write nor receive any let - 
ter but what ae through his hands. 1 


F anny 's charter, now every Yan 40 5 
veloping, became every day more ami- 
able. Her natural ſweetneſs and ſenſiQ- 
bility were united to a firmneſs and for- 
titude unuſual to her ſex ;—her general 
benevolence was tempered by a juſt diſ- 


crimination, and her ſoftneſs and doci-. 


lity rendered more captivating by an 


_ eaſy gaiety, which, however, the preſent ' 


anxiety too much reprefled; yet her 


heart, though warm and impaſſioned, 
Was unacquainted with the name of love, 


and ſhe was totally unconſcious of the 


ment that ruled her boſom. Her : 


acquaintance _ 


cions ai to. himſelf, inlaid Ip ” 


1 
Fs 


ranxv. „ 
acquaiince with. Lord de G had 
been of ſuch long ſtanding; her partiali- 
ty for him ſo gradual, and ſo naturally 
founded on his virtues and pleaſing qua- 
lities, that ſhe who had never been 
taught that a tender paſſion was a neceſ- 
ſary qualification, was not early in ſuſ- 
pecting its influence over her heart. Still 
leſs likely was ſhe to imagine that ſhe 
had any over him; ſince the ſame cauſes 
which blinded her, joined to an idea of 
her great inferiority in point of rank, 
had prevented a.thought of love from - 
entering into Lord de Grey's head. He 
knew indeed that ſhe was amiable, and 
be was conſcious that her indiſpoſition 
at the ball had alarmed him; but he ſuſ- 
pected that the great influence ſhe had 
on his heart, and the alarming ſituation 
of his father, had contributed to divert 
his mind from the remembrance of the 
fair Fanny. But this paſſion, hitherto 
ſo gentle and unnoticed, was of a nature 
| 7 to 
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to laſk/as tong as the b it py rmed- 
it had grown gradually and un perceived; 
ſtrengthened by frequent meetings, and 
_ eaſy familiarity; and, like the concealed 
fire, which makes its way into the heart 
_ of a building undiſcovered, is too po]o- 
erful when it burſts out to be extin- 
guiſhed; this unſuſpected enemy had 
interwoven itſelf with every fibre, and 
5 he . worſt en alone could e 2 


Bios IT | Lady Calihoe; wink h 
ignorant, looked upon their ſon as one 


who. could beſtride this narrow world 


like a Coloſſus; who had but to chooſe, 
and its honours, its pleaſures, its riches, 
were at his diſpoſal. Their early fond- 
neſs had given Lord de Grey rather a 
high idea of his on conſequence; while 
the value he ſaw ſet on rank and title, 
gave it ſome weight in his eyes. Early 
3 form che habit of thinking, 
5 and 


and ere! 5 Ai Aa 1 
jut, às in 1 no inſtance t 0 rc ſvayed by 4 
on prejidice?”” 1 N i 395 | 
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Deals! Haas now A's fince | 

| the departure of the Calthot family, and 
Fannyꝰs titmie paffed very heavily.” She 

- regretted the feet friendſhip of Lady 
Suſan, ' and-felt 1 the more, as ſhe feared | 
ſhe had wholly loſt it. She could not 
account for her filence ; and, though 
the thought the mind ef her friend ft 
petior to ficklenefs, the yet Arcadea 
ſome. change, whoſe cauſe, enveloped 5 
in myſtery, ſhe might never be able to 
diſcover.' Ste miſſed the ſoothing atten! 
tion of Lord de Grey, and the . | 
ROBERT; of Cecil. ; 


An ks viſit got Mr. Mor- 
daunt was all that diſturbed the ſolitude | 
of the lodge, for Miſs Sinclair was {till - 
on a viſit to _ Euſtace, though chis © 
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was a 3 13 FT PL re. 
joiced at than regretted; and Sir John, 32 


though pleaſed with her ſociety, and in 


love with her perſon, was too much a 
man of gaiety to immure himſelf wholly, 
with a girl whom he hardly conſidered 
as above a child. He made frequent 


e engagements with the neighbouring. fa. 


milies, and Fanny Fa the die Fan 
of her time alone. 5 


Had he G1 had ſome ſubjects for un · 
eaſy reflection, ſolitude would not have 


been irkſome to her, for her natural 


temper was gay, and her mind was cul: 
tivated ; 3 ſhe loved reading paſſionately, 


could enjoy a lonely, walk, with a book 
in her hand, and when tired, even of 


this mental amuſement, found a relief 
from ennui and languor in the uſe of her 
needle. She often indeed trembled, ; 


when ſitting alone, in fear of another in- 


terruption from Gordon; for ſhe knew _ 
', oY 5 not 
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abt that this gentleman was now ent. 

ployed in paying his devoirs to Miſs .- 
Euſtace, while her brother was pe 

in 1 the fame 1 7 with Augufta. 5 


Mr 8 had Pell a ud 
with's Fanny 8 beauty ; and, looking on 
her as fair game, had made the attempt 
which was interrupted by Cecil. He 
had long been partly engaged to marry 
Miſs Euſtace, and determined now to 
compleat that buſineſs, that he might 
have leiſure to accompliſh his defigns on 
Fanny, which he was far from abandon- 
ing on account of this engagement. He 
ſometimes indeed regretted that he had 
not firſt com pleated the plan which moſt 
nearly intereſted” his heart; but he had 
incautiouſly begun his ſerious addreſſes, 
and was now too far engaged to retract. 


Fanny was fitting by herſelf one morn- 
ing on the ſopha, in her dreſſing- room, 
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1 1 Sir John was "gone 110 a aide. add e 
bad taken up a book, when a ring at the 
outer gate ſurpriſed! her; but her ſur- 
priſe encreaſed to alarm, hen ſhe heard 
a man's foot on the ſtairs. The horrid 


Gordon ruſhed inftancly upon her mind, 


and ſhe flew, with an inſtantaneous 1 mo. 


tion, to the door, and bolted it; the 


ſtood there trembling, and ſcarce dating 


to breathe, dreading every moment to 
hear his voice, and not knowing whether 


his rage might not lead him to burſt 
open the door, when her alarms were in- 
ſtantly diſſipated by 1 Sir Ta 


voice aſking for GI" It BY 5 


She eladly; ee Fs 200 and 1 
ſudden change ſhe experienced from ter 
ror to ſecurity, tinged: her cheeks witk 


an animated glow, while her eyes ſparkl- 

ed with unaffected pleaſure. She at- 
tributed the ſurpriſe, ſtill evident on her 
cCountenance, to the ſudden and unex- 


pected 


FANNY: 


a pocket * Sir John; ow 1 ak 3 
ſaw that her emotion at ſeeing him was 
by no | means an unpleaſant one, was. 
highly gratified by what he thought 1 
freſh one OK her tenderneſs, 
« „The miorging,” aid he, 05 was 1 5 
pleaſant, and I could not bear to waſte 
ſo much time in a foggy! air, which 
could be ſo delightfully paſſed wich you.“ 0 
Fanny? s eyes ſpoke her thanks, and Sir 
John told her He had juſt learnt a 
piece of intelligence, which was the 
approaching marriage of Mr. Gordon 
and Miſs Euftace ;”” but he ſaid not a 
word about Auguſta's attachment to that 
lady's: brother, nor indeed was it poſſi- 
ble, for Clara Euſtace was not : more 
ready to publiſh to the world her ap- 
pProaching connexion with Mr. Gordon, 
a circumſtance ſhe was highly proud of, 
than Miſs Sinclair was to conceal hers. 
with Mr. Euſtace; ; and the Yeatemary | 
who 


4 


1s rann. 


who n that abough. a. profungive 5 
heireſs, ſhe was not independent of her 
father, readily n in her e of 
| en, n 


— 4 
4 


| $51 
Sir John — 3 3 colour- 7 
ed at Mr. Gordon's name, that ſhe was 
cmbarraſſed, and knew not what to re · 2 
ply; the obſervation did not pleaſe him; 
and, determined to ſift her heart to the 
the bottom, he ſaid, Gordon ſeemed 
highly charmed with you when he dined 
here, Fanny. I wonder, if he was, how 
he can have any reliſh for Miſs Euſtace. 
I am ſure,” ſaid Fanny warmly, < 1 | 
wonder Miſs Euſtace can like him, for 
I think him very diſagreeable 1 is fo | 
| 1 and e | 


He many women | this e — 8 
not have proved their diſlike to Mr. 
Gordon; but Sir John knew Fanny too 
.. to have a doubt remaining- 

| 5 8 
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She aa; « Miſs Eaſtace | is pretty, 
aud ſeems ami. —* She is very 
well, Gid Sir John: 3 © hut ſhe 
is affected and trifling ; however I be- 
lieve I am difficult; I feek' for a Fanny 
in all 'the young women I fee, and no- 
thing is ſo rare to meet with; for where 
chall we find ſweetneſs blended with 


firmneſs, ſenſibility without affecation, . 


and chearfulneſs without G but in 
van, e * 5 


=  Fannys ded by praiſe ſo peculiar, * 

_ replied, © My dear Sir, your praiſe is 
rather calculated to teach me what I 
ought to be, than to deſcribe what I am 
however, it ſhall be my ſtudy to form 
myſelf by the character you have fo j ow | 
diciouſly, ee 5, | Th 


res * more e on indife | 
ferent ſubjects, all productive of ſome - 


warm teſtimony of applauſe to Fanny, 
* 8 1 | * 


FAIRY. 


Sir John; taking her hand, ſaid, OR And * 
now, my love, this ſeems a favourable 
opportunity for talking of our own pri- 
vate affairs. No man's life i is ſafe from 


ſudden accidents ; and healthy as I ſeem 


at preſent, Lord Calſhot was no leſs ſo, 
previous to the dreadful attack which 
has deprived him of his reaſon. I have 
been endeavouring, therefore, to obviate 
the conſequence of ſuch an accident, 
(ſhould it happen) to you; and, while 
I conſider what more I can ſecure to 
you, I beg you will accept this paper,“ 
(giving her one) © which makes the 
Heathcote-farm your's for ever. The 
produce of this farm is at leaſt two hun- 
dred a year; and this, though not equal 
to my final intentions, will at leaſt ſecure 
you from poverty and dependence, in 
caſe I am ſuddenly taken from you; 
and in dependence on Auguſta T am by 
no means inclined | to "Ou I.” WS 
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'F anny liſtened to this Sechs tears 5 
e hercheeks; thenthrowing 
herſelf on her knees before her benefac- 
tor, expreſſed her gratitude in the moſt 
affecting terms, while her heart glowed 
with indignant reproach to herſelf, at the 
idea ſhe had even harboured anten 
of ſo aan a e 1d; Ne Tel 

r Jo be: raiſed Bee FIR the . 
and again taking her hand, replied to 
her ardent gratitude, Speak not ſo 

wWarmly of this trifle, my love, it is ſo 
far below your deſerts; that I bluſh to 
offer it; Vet, at this moment I cannot 
offer more.. More, Sir !” repeated 
the ſobbing Fanny, Oh teach me to 
deſerve this; teach me ſome means by 
which 1 can make you amends for your 
goodneſs to me.“ My goodneſs, as 
you call it,” replied Sir John, “ would 
ceaſe to be ſuch, did 1 on any re- 
turn; den there is a way.“ —** Ob, Sir, 
a 12 | cried 


ö FA * NT. 


woe. 
eried Funky, ber eyes ſparling nds, 1 
te teach me but how I can ferve and 
able you, and my life ſhall HOON. 
m geg in the mee 5 
| "<6 Ave: you in — yo aha Sir John. 
5 Put me to the proof,” | rephed ſhe, 
«© and ſee if there is any ſervice I am ca- 
pable of, that I would not chearfully - 
perform, be the taſk ever ſo difficult.” 
* Nay, Fanny,” reſumed Sir John, “it 
is not difficult, if you love me. Do you 
love me? Oh, Sir,” anſwered Fan- 
ny, bluſhing, your bounty ſecures my 
gratitude, but your goodneſs, your de- 
-hcacy, claims my warmeſt en and 
veneration. 55 
The i Sir John, at that mo- 
ment, found rather embarraſſing to his 
Purpoſe; he therefore replied, 5 But all 
veneration is a conſtraint; and Þ would 
with you to love me freely and without 
reſerve; 


F A x 1 1 
1 :: lay aſide we conſtraint, with 
me, fair Fanny, and believe that no one 
is more earneſtly your PO nds 5 
myſelf,” | By no; | | 
Fanny, impatient to know the means 
by which ſhe was to ſhew her gratitude 
more ſubſtantially than by proteſtations, 
again entreated Sir John to inform her 
of his wiſnes. No,” ſaid he, „my 
love, we will ſay no more at preſent; it 
is merely a proof of your affection for 
me that I want, and another time 
Oh, Sir, this moment,” cried Fanny, 
ſoftened by his kindneſs, and eager to 
prove her readineſs. © Then,” cried Sir 
John, gazing a moment on her glowing 


cheeks and covering her face, neck, and 


hands, with ardent kiffes, © then let this 
fervour teach you to make a fit return. 
| Yes, beautiful Fanny, it is your love I 
require; the poſſeſſion of or" lovely 
form. 1 is all 1 Co m 


13 5 Nn 


x. 


% 


'F anny, wholly thrown off her guard | 
by the artful kindneſs of Sir John, was 
totally unprepared: for the blow which 
had ſo often been uppermoſt in her 


thoughts ; ſhe covered her Face with' 


both hands, which ſhe withdrew from . 


the graſp of Sir John, and ſuffered RING 
to ſpeak without! interruption. She ſhed 
not à tear, but endeavoured iran" : 


ſufficient firmneſs to ſupport the ſcene. 
When he ceaſed, after a volley of ardent” 
proteſtations of his endleſs love, and 
ſued for her prompt and favourable de- 


ciſion, {he uncovered her face, in which 


the ſweet expreſſion of affectionate gra- 


titude had given way to the glow of vir- 


tuous indignation; ſhe took the paper, 
and, tearing it into a thouſand pieces, 
« Thus,” faid ſhe, „ periſh every re- 
membrance of this hour: forget it, Sir 
John, if indeed you are in earneſt, and 


mean ny thing more than a trial of my | 


ſtrength.” 4; 


— 


AS "BA 


frengrh.”: ns By Heavens 1 never was 8 | 


more in  carneſt,” a be replied. — Then,” 

aid he, * low as I am in the world, I 
have not deſerved this humiliation. Go, 
Sir, I. beſeech your: leave me.“ e | 


ne John, who expected not an imme- ; 
diate. acquieſcence, was ſatisfied. with 
her calmneſs, and ſaid, He would 
leave her to deliberate on his propoſal; 5 


=_ drawing another paper from his 


pocket, there, ſaid he, is a pa- 
per that may perhaps aſſiſt your reflec- - 
tions.” He. laid a letter on the table, 
as bowing, quirred the room. 
- Fanny, 1 850 wich horror, remained 
immo vable; TY ſhe ſeemed deprived, even 
of all power to deliberate. No friend 
was near her to counſel her how to act in 
this deſperate emergency; . and. though 
ſhe needed no counſel to determine ber 
to reject all the offers of ſo cruel a liber 
| & + tine, 
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tine, me yet wiſhed for tains pace 
and friendly boſom in which to tepoſe 

the weight of her cares, which ſeemed 
too heavy for her feeble reſolution. Her | 


firſt idea was to quit Sir John inſtantly ; 
yet where to go ?—whither could ſhe 
bend her ſteps where equal e 
would not await her? A runaway! it was 
a ſhocking name! yet to ſtay would be 
madneſs ; and, after a few moments, 
ſhe roſe haſtily, and advanced to the 


door; it was locked, and the key was 
gone; for Sir John, appretiending ſhe _ 
would endeavour to eſcape, had taken 


that precaution. She went to the window, 
determining at any riſk to leap to the 
ground, when ſhe beheld her perſecutor 


Walking backwards and forwards flowly' 
before it. She ſhuddered ar. the ſight 
of him, and haſtily retreated, leſt he. 
_ ſhould caſt his eyes up to the window of 
her apartment. Forced now to remain, 
the derermined to effect her eſcape at 


niche, 
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night, at all hazards, and walked + up and 


down with infinite SEEN. 


« Ob, eruel certainey l echte ſhe, 
«and am I then forced to believe, on 


ſuch ſoul-harrowing proofs, the guilt of 
| him I have fo long venerated as my be- 


nefactor? And was it to ruin, to deſtroy 


the unfuſpefting wretch, that he che- 


riſhed the forlora orphan, and ſoothed 
her ſoul to hope and peace? Alas! 


Alas! and thoſe malignant whiſpers, 
have, perhaps, already ſtamped my cha- | 


rafter with eternal infamy ! Never, per- 


haps, will real 3 innocence, and conſtant 


prudence, reſtore my name to ſpotleſs 
honour ! Oh, cruel! Yet let us ſee by 


what arguments he can gloſs over r his 55 


nnen propofal. e 
She ſeated herſelf Fg on the 
n and, taking the letter, with a 
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3 . Wien hand unfolded ; it, and cead as. 


0 N ot FEW nor. without * reflec- 
46 tion. 515 have 1 ventured tO make A Pro- 
* poſal, which I know at firſt will rouſe 
« your virtuous indignation. Iam pre- 
“ pared to meet your anger, and to diſ- 
« arm it, by the united force of reaſon 
* and love. I truſt that when you have 
117 heard the various motives which ought 
46 to lead you to compliance, you will 
« lay aſide your becoming baſhfulneſs, 
and ſuffer it to give place to that 
4 melting tenderneſs ſo natural to your 
4 character, and which would endear 


e you to me for ever. HA 


6 Lin 6 me i with you, my 
« lovely Fanny, coolly and diſpaſſionate- 
e ty; I mean not to dwell on the warmth 


RU © of that. affection 1 feel for. you; 1 
my mean 
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ec mean not to point out the endures, . 
ce the paſſion,” with which I ſhould take 
to my boſom the lovelieſt of her ſex; 
tc nor the readineſs with which, for her 5 
£ fake, I: would: relinquiſh every. tie of 
«| that nature by which Lam at preſent 
tc bound. I. mean only to dwell on che- 
cc. motives w 1 2D perſonally 1 inter eſt: you, ; 
ec and the reaſons which ought to deter- 
mine you to heſitate no longer. 


e Be not angry; ſweet girl, at* the 
*plainneſs of my expreſſions, nor think 
ce mean to reproach you with my paſt 
« benefactions, when I tell you, that 
« but for me you would have been a 
ce beggar. If you accept my propoſals, 
ce affluence and independence await you. 
I ſhall not ſtop at the donation of the 
ce. Heathcote· farm; I mean to make you 
ce uncontroled miſtreſs of 500l. a year 
« for your life; add to this, the tender, 
* "AO: devorrs: I ſhall ever pay 
364 oO 1% : Cc you, 


2 
* 
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& you, that you ſhall need only co frm 


& 8 8 . it ne 


22 * 
* 
4 * 


85 Bange der alle, has io, are abſo- 


- lutely in my power; that lam maſte 
ec here, and am unuſed to have my will 


« thwarted ; that I am determined to be 
t gratified in this point; and that either 
& with, or without your confent, this 
ny night leads me to your chamber, and 


Kc gives me poſſeſſion of all your charms; 3 


ce the difference to you will be. in the 
« conſequence; if you willingly accede 
* to my propoſition, love and afflu · 
« ence await you; if you refuſe your 


. conſent, and oblige me to make uſe 


e of man's worſt prerogative, ſtrength 
«and power, I conſider myſelf abſolved 
from all future ſupport of you; and 
« when my paſſion is gratified, which it 
would ſoon be with an unwilling vic- 


e tim, I ſhall turn you out to beggary 


<< and infamy ;—forced to ſeek from the 
8 f 
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er poor ein of your beauty, the 


7 bread mara a miſerable, and dif- 355 


Pete: W b a ee cop. ar 


506: « Addt to 8 a ill 3 dw 


T « wht the infamy already fixed 
cc upon your character. I have ever 


_ © been a flave to the power of beauty, 
c and it was impoſſible I ſhould cheriſh 
“ ſo lovely a creature as you but for one 
«« end, the gratification of thoſe appe- 


« tites 1 have ever indulged. Every 


one therefore looks on you as even 


« now. my miſtreſs; and I am well 
pleaſed to encourage a report which 
* ought to induce you to ſeek in my 
« artns a ſupport, this ſtigma will pre - 
vent your gaining in any more ho- 


ud nn Way. 


Such then, Fanny, are the unanſwer- 
« able arguments I have brought, to in- 
2 — you to accept freely of my pro- 


* 
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{66 RO The certainty of being at laſt 
"6 obliged to ſubmit, with affluence: on 
the one hand, and beggary on the 
other, with the infamy already affixed 
eon your character, and which no a 7 
Tc a {IVY teas can n on 


* ; 
— 
oy 


1 hase not dwelt on the argument 1 
0 ſhould moſt wiſh to weigh with you, 

* the tender paſſion I feel for you; and 
«the conſtancy and firmneſs your ſo.ge- 
< nerous.return would give to it. I will 
© call in two hours for the reſult of your 
« deliberations, and remember, at all' 

& events, you are mine this: nien 39 


> 


6 © Your devoted lover, 


« Jonx SincrIrx.“ 5 


2 0 4 


Fanny, well aware of her danger; gave 
way to no womaniſh complaints; ſhe 
an her fortitude, and repreſſed her 

tears, 
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tears, giving her whole uk to. delibe- 
ration. She was unmoved by his argu- 
ments, though reduced to deſpair at 
the idea of undeſerved infamy; ſhe 
found it impoſſible to eſcape before 
night; and at night, how horribly was 
ſhe to be prevented. She found from 
his letter how fully he was determined 
on ſucceſs, and ſhe could think of one 
only way to gain time, though that her 
ſoul abhorred, and that was by tempo- 
rizing. She took up her pen, begun a 
hundred billets, but could not fatisfy. 
herſelf; ſhe determined therefore, dread-. 
ful as it was, to ſee Sir John at the end 
of the two hours, and, by deceiving, 
him with falſe hopes, endeavour to gain 
| fon SHERRY hours reſpite. ; 


She 1 with: a 5 ſtep W 7 
the room; ſhe beheld from the window 
Sir John walking, as agitated, ' on the 
lawn, frequently logking at his watch, 

| | | as 
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as if he wiſhed the time away. Her 
ſuſpence now grew inſupportable, and 
ſhe herſelf wiſhed the moment arrived; 
yet as ſhe was uncertain whether he 
would conſent to let her remain in ſoli- 
tude for the reſt of the day, ſhe could. 
not ſhew herſelf at the window as a ſig- 
nal that ſhe was ready; though, in her 
prefent frame of mind, ſhe was totally 
incapable of forming any plan for her 
future conduct, if ſhe could ſucceed i in 


eſcaping. At length the two hours 


were at an end, and, ardently as the had 
_ wiſhed the time away, now the moment - 
was come, ſhe trembled, and would fain 
have ſer it at a greater diſtanoe. 


Not tacks were the feelings of Sir John; 
he ran haſtily up ſtairs, and, without. 
| knocking at the door, burſt eagerly into 
the room. He gazed for a moment at 
her agitated countenance ; he thought 
it 2 no favourable omen to his 
wiſhes; 3 


F ANN To. { 8 5 
"ny bs inened' afide with viſible | 
diſappointment; rage was in his looks, 
but he reftramed it fo far as to ſay 
calmly to Fanny, Am I to owe the 
happineſs of this night to * yon. 
or your conſent?” SR. 

Fanny foreed a reluctant ſmile. Sir 
John beheld it ſtruggling on her lips, 
and, eagerly kiſſing her, exclaimed, 
with a violence that frightened her, By 
Heaven ſhe conſents! Lovelieſt of wo- 
men, ſpeak the enchanting word!“ 5 


Poor Fanny, trembling with inward 
horror, ſhuddering at her hypocriſy, and 
doubrful of her ſucceſs, put her hand 
into Sir John's, and TIEN fad, ” Till 
to-morrow!” . 


1 Wa enk you, wy faireſt, a 
plied the ardent Baronet; 3 ex Fe 
ſince 


M6 r ANN x. 


ſince you wiſh it, deferred un to- mor- 5 
row; yet I could have been better | 
pleaſed to. have had no delay; but the” 
difference of a day ſhall make no, quarz 
rel with the angel who will, Ixruſt, "_- 


-—_ 


the whole of my life,” 13360005 trois; 


Ye ot in aht perrarkecion, , 
and Sir John ſaid, F ſee: and reſpect 
your delicate agitation; 1 will leave you. 
till dinner-time, and in the evening 1 
purpoſe ſhewing you your eſtate, Heath 

cote· farm; you will have no objection to 

ei me in the pas” 


1 e her 3 3 
tion was too great to truſt herſelf to ſpeak; 
| and Sir John, riſing, after a few fervent. 

kiſſes, retired, and left her at liberty to 

meditate. Still, however, he ſecured 
her perſon, for again he took the Ker of 
the door. 
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But ak the had Bed the deſired 


reſpite, Fanny found herſelf incapable 
of reflection. The chaos in her mind 


rendered contemplation impoſſible 


and, indeed, thought ſhe, what plan 

can I form, who am ſo totally ignorant 
of the world, its modes and prejudices? 
All I can reſolve on is to eſcape, and 


truſt to that Providence who aſſiſts me in 


my purpoſe, for che future deſtination 
of 119 life. 


Unable to arrange her Au mud | 


appeared at dinner in, the diſhabille of 
the morning, but ſhe looked eminently” 
lovely; the wan paleneſs of her cheeks 
was every moment ſueceeded by a vary- 

ing and delicate bluſh, which again gave 
place to an intereſting whiteneſs. To eat 
was impoſſible, nor did her endeavours 
to ſeem eaſy ſucceed. Sir John, how 


ever, loved her the more for her evident 


emotion , and, flattering himſelf her ten- 
0 derneſs 
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| PIs" fon him was the ſole cauſe af her 
compliance and agitation, was in high 
ſpirits, and extreme good humour. 


After dinner the phæton was ordered, 
and Eanny was reluctantly ſeated beſide 
her lover, whoſe gallantry was painful, 
and whoſe proteſtations and thanks overs 

whelmed her with confuſion, | HT 


The 1 to the dee Gig anny 
was totally unacquainted with. It lay thro? 
a beautiful country; interſperſed with 
woods; but her mind was too ill at eaſe 
to ſuffer her to remark the way they 
went, it was more diſtant than ſhe was. 
aware of. They continued their journey 
till the ſun was hiding his glorious head 
in the weſt, and new fears began to 
ſeize her boſom. The damps of the 
evening fell chill around her, and Sir 
* hinted che e of return 
| 7; ing. 


FANNY. ny 


ing. E ſhuddered, and faid, 1. "We | 


enn reruns.” Too e 
The Ae of being 8 to that lone 
cottage, at ſuch a criſis, was infinitely 

worſe than a long journey in the phæ- 


ton at night. In ſuch a ſolitude, what 
vas to become of her? We muſt re- 


turn, ” faid e ants 


# 
{ 


« We ſhall not return,” reptied Sir 


John. «© Dame Mumford i is appriſed of 


our arrival, and will be prepared for our 
reception.“ Fanny's heart ſunk within 
her, and ſhe was unable to utter a word. 


Aceh they reached a ſmall white 
cottage, where they ftopped, and Sir 
John lifted her from the phæton, for, he- 


numbed with cold, and trembling with 


_ fright, ſhe was incapable of any exertion. 


He led her into a 'fmall room, very 


— furniſhed ine 2 French 5 
ded, 
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bed, and. every article of modern 1 


% have been endeavouring, ſaid he, 


< to render this houſe worthy of its | 


miſtreſs ;” then, ringing the; bell, ho 
| called for Dame Mumford. 55 


Never did hs fe male. "Fig N 
a more diſguſting appearance than in 
Dame Mumford. Of an enormous ſize, 
her ample cheſt was unconfined by ſtays, 
and the few cloaths. that covered her 


were dirty and horrid; her face. was 


crimſoned with the effects of liquor, and 


her leering eyes ſpoke a language fdreage a 


ful to the ſoul of F anny. 


bk 


She came in- curthing to. her company, 


4 


and enquired, in a fawning voice, what 


his Honour would Please to have. 


e Shew this lady the 8 g ſaid 
Sir John; and bid them prepare tea.— 


Tou have got ſomething for ſupper, and 
ſome wine ?” 708 Oh, | 


if; FANNY. 5 191 


3 yes, your Hohour; 1 knowed 


your Honour was coming, and 1 have 


got a nice chicken, and ſome of Saen 
E nnen, e 


10 now Ss ah miſcrable B Pan- 
ny up ftairs, into a large and elegant 
bed-room, ſaying, This is his Ho- 


nour's chamber, Madam. Lord, Ma- 
dam, what a ſweet gentleman his Ho- 


nour is! ſo good! and ſo haffable] and fo 
generous ˙— And where is another 
room,” ſaid Fanny, if we are to ſtay. 
here ? Another! Oh; laws, Mame! 
we have no other room but mine. His 
Honour never wants but one room when 
he comes here, Mame, with a leer that 
be ron bur too pal an ns mean- 
ing. at 0% J rol adobe os 


She feleyi in a moment, ihe noodle "Y 
deceiving this wretch, who was doubt- 
* ordered to be warchful of the poor 
| creatures 
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creatures: brought to this horrid place. 
She donbted not but the cottage had 
more than once been uſed for the de- 
ſtruction of innocence, and Dame Mum- 
ford looked a hardened inſtrument of 
vice. She therefore ſaid, as calmly as 


pofſihle, Will you be . lg 


4 as ai minute or two 1785 £59 


) « Lord, Madam,” faid the did neck 


e why youar'nta py e 
Tc his TIS? 3; Lf 2795 


% kd, u 0 Mid Making, (ou - 
down i in a minute; Lihall find OG by 
Jour,” 8 ; | T 


j 


Dame Mirafird/ was 0 b 5 


the watchful Argus went no further than 
the door, though ſhe thought, mayhap 
the young lady was already reconciled. 
Sbe left the room, however, and Fanny, 
who found her doom was ſealed, knew 


rannz. RT; * +662 * 


| me bad no time to loſe; ai therefore, 
haſtily prying about the room, found a 
ſmall window, in a cloſet, which looked 
backwards, and from which ſhe reſolved 
at all verſes: to jump; but thinking ſhe * 
ſhould” have more opportunity at the 
hour of retiring, as ſhe knew Dame 
Mumford was now on the watch, fhe're- 
; turned i ine a ee niere Dor the parlour. 1 EY 


The old woman onda hos to the 
door, and ſhe was*met by Sir John, 
ho, kifing her, ſaic, My Fanny 
ſees tlie neceffity ſhe is under of waving 
the promiſed delay, as it is impoſfibleto 
return to o Sinclar. odge to-night.” ON, 
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£ 1 as it een her, and new a8 it was, 
Fanny determined to diſſemble; ſhe 

therefore ſtrove to compoſe her voice 
and features, and Sir John believed ſne 
was diſpoſed to conſent hn a Wo. 
grace. | OOTY TM | 
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Unpradtiſed ; in the ways of i men, 1 5 


;  unlearned i in the ſtratagems uſed on ſuch 


occaſions, 1 it was her. total want of appe- 


tite, and not her caution, that kept her 
from taſting either the chicken or the 
wine; the not eating afforded her a ſuf. 


ficient reaſon for not drinking, and Sir 


John was ſo much deceived by her aſ. 
ſumed compoſure, that he forbore preſ- 
fing her to ſwallow the ſoporific draught. 


* 


"As 8 gh advanced, ber agitation. 


i increaſed, but the neceſſity there was for 
exertion, prevented her from giving way 
to her terror. At length Sir John, 7 
offered to conduct her up ſtairs, but ſne 
inſiſted that he ſhould ſtay below till ſhe 
gave the fignal. — Anxious, and, half 
doubting, he was about to refuſe, when 
Dame Mumford entered the room, and 
whiſpered ſomething i in his ear. He evi - 
dently changed countenance, and deſired 
F * to go wp Rairs, ſaying, be would 


ſoon | 


f 


tin follow; 'Þ and iefe the waage wich 1 
Dame NMumford. i e 


= 


75 ' © 
7 Sw N ONS 4 8 


{ag heh a boning own: entered 


the chamber, uncertain which way hi 


were gone; ſhe trembled leſt ſne mould | 
throw herſelf in their way; ſhe went to 


the cloſet-window, and liſtening, plain- 
If heard footſteps. In agonies of deſpair 


ſhe re- entered the bed- room, when 2 * 


| pretty young girl opened her door, a 
i ins, cc een Madam! 5 2 


1 


Fanby bid her come in, and the 


young woman ſaid, Ah, Madam! I 
ſee your goodneſs in your looks! Oh, 
Madam, you have no time to loſe; take 
me with you, and I will deliver you.” -. 


Fanny ſtopped not to conſider no- 
thing could be worſe than the ſituation 
ſhe was in, and, eagerly ſeizing the 


SHE hand, the followed her lightly 5 
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Ann. 


; They went down i into > de 


ladder, and creeping out at a 
wide uſed for the purpoſe of my 
| In eoals, were immediately in the ; 
Ts air. Fear lent nt other berge 

| Jowed, breathleſs with alarm and ſpeed. 
l ate they reached a wood, 

Sir, following z ſmall path 
"ſpeed; and, turning to 3 ald. 
cc * Now, Madam, We are e ſafe,” 


906 Oh, ſtop not, i not” cried ann, 
70 tin we have reached an aſl geen a 


— 
N % 5 * 
. 3 — 


85 


8 Is 55 - 7 £ 5 * 


3 Sil they ran on till wes came to ano- ; 
Is "ie cottage ; ; the girl paſſed it; Fanny 
called to her. No, no;“ ſaid ſhe, 

and they purſued their courſe. A te- = 

nant of Sir John's lives there, ſaid the 
girl. At length the wood ended, and 
they found themſelves: on the turnpike- 
road, 


WILLS 


ad. bey no-] fackened * pace, 1 
wen or girl curning e kad, fads. 
Oh, Madam, how bleſſed am I to 
have: ſaved. erf 1 Lou know not what 
you have eſcaped?!” Fanny could hard- 


ly ſpeak, but ſhe preſſed the band of her | 
fair n and u e | 
«1 loved e Gia 4 girl, e as foon 9 | 
as I ſaw you, and I determined, if 1 „ | 
could, to get to ſpeak to you; but! 
could not, if it had not been for that | 
bleſſed Feen e hated b. ; 
« « What of hm 4 aked Fanny: | 
: e. Oh; Aid FOR 1 404 Sir 1 4 
Kee the cottage between them, for the . ] 
purpoſe of deluding poor os there, 


Er word to > Mum-: - 
Tt ford, that he was a coming; and we 
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doned, Ma' am, as not to wiſh to keep 77, 


Lag any _ 


thought he was 5 ſafe n as ac was 


going to marry Miſs Euſtace; and ſo 


Dame Mumford and Sir John went out, 


to contrive to ſend him away, for Sir 
John don't. like to affront Ries: as 5 Sir 


John owes n a mint of _” 


« And tell me, my * in, Gs 


Fanny, © who it is that has ſo much 
| obey me 7 15 


** 


4 Oh, Madam, don't: alk me whis 1 


am, for I am hateful to myſelf, and to 


all good people ; but I am not ſo aban- 


others from my own fate —Indeed, | in- 
deed, I am ery miſerable.” 


4 Poor wh 1 hie Fanny, en 1t- 


in my power thou ſhould'ſt be miſerable: — 
no longer. I will not aſk now for Wy "7 
74 tale: of woe, ſome other time,” 


ek © 


= 


. Yes; Madam, indeed 1 will ten you 
all, for 1 believe you are very good and 
5 compaſſionate; and indeed, if you will 
ler me ſtay and wait upon you, 1 will be 
bo O's all _ life,'*- | 


"IJ 


— 


* My dear child, * aid 1a * 1 ns 

myfelf poor, and uncertain of my fate; 
but never will 1 forget your claims on 

my gratitude and affection.” 


— 


T hey now came to a diviſion in the 
roads, and the girl, who knew the 
country better than Fanny, propoſed 
quitting the great path, and ſtriking off 
to a village at ſome diſtance ; for, as ſhe - 
obſerved, Sir John would firſt ſeek them : 
on the road to London. Fanny g- | 
and they went forward to the wes. aha 
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A ſign. of a King' esd antuaced 0 8 
houſe of entertainment, and the poor 
travellers being much tired, and ſeeing 

* K 4 pet 
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yet Cm Rodgers up in * inn, 1 ; 


4 bed - room, and retired to compoſe N 


their ſcattered ſpirits. But i in vain they, 
tried to ſleep, agitation prevented their 
cloſing their eyes, and. Fanny; perceiv-, . 


f ing, by the frequent ſobs of her compa- 


nion, that ſhe was as reſtleſs as herſelf, 
eb to her to take the preſent mo- 

ment to relate her ſtory. 1 
80 My name, Madam,” faid the poor 8 
girl, is Mary Curtis; I was in the 
Aſylum, when Mrs. Mumford came 
there to ſee for a ſervant. | She liked my, 
looks, and talked to me à great deal; 


* told me I ſhould live in the country, 
and have very little to do; and ſeemed. 


ſo pleaſed with me that I was glad to 


tbink of going to ſerve her, and to get 


away from the Aſylum, where they made ; 
us work very hard; but I am fure I had 
no notion of what ſhe: wanted me for, 


tor I would rather have: worked ever {o 
N „„ bard, 
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bend, 


again; and ſo, two days aſter, ſhe came, 


and Sir John with her; and he ſpoke to 


me very pretty and good · humoured, and 


they brought me away with them. I. 


was Wen thirteen e KN Nan, 


wv a — RY 
VE 


Here the poor girl burſt out A erying, 55 


and, after {ome minutes, ſaid, Oh 
dear, Ma'am, indeed could not help 
it, nor can 1 hardly tell how, but by 
the time I was fourteegy both Sir John 
and Colonel Gordon became my mal. 


ters; and indeed I was very unhappy, 
for it went fadly againſt me to do as 


chey ordered me. At firſt Dame Mum- 
ford behaved very well to me, but 
after her two maſters had got the better 


| of me, ſhe grew very croſs, and all to- 


gether it almoſt broke my heart. She 
„ | called 


* 
- # „ 
N 


what 1 Was ene for. Wel, An: 
lam, ſhe ſaid ſhe liked me very well, 
but ſhe would conſult a friend and come 
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 alted me fu terrible names; to be _ 
Ma am, I deſerved them for my beha- 
viour, but 1 did not deſerve them for 
my heart; and fo, Ma'am I won't talk 


any more about myſelf, but tell you what ; 


eee geen a Po 80. = 


. Gio aig Sir John es came hues, ai | 
brought with him a very pretty lady, not 
ſo pretty as you, Ma'am, but ſhe- was Z 
very pretty, and ſhe cried, and took on 


ſo, it quite grieved one's heart to, ſee 


her; and ſo Dame Mumford tock her 
up ſtairs, and talked to her, and ſaid 
| how good Sir John would be to her, but 


ſhe could not qgacify her; and fo the 


| ſent me to talk to her a little; and the 8 
poor dear lady was ſo unhappy, and 
talked ſo pretty to me, it made my heart 
weep for her. At laſt we tried to get 
_ away together, but Sir John happened 
to ſee us, and he came and ſtopped our 
flight, and I was directly ſhut up in a 
1 | "as" 


* * 
fag Lat 


(FANNY, * 203 | 


a k Uoſit, with only bread and water; 5 
for four days; and when I came out RE 
Dame Mumford treated me very cruelly, 


and ſent me to ſee if the lady wanted 
any thing; poor thing! bow altered 


| ſhe was! She was as thin and as pale as 
if ſhe had eat nothing all the time; and 
Her cloaths hung abour her ſo ſadly l ſhe 


vas the picture of deſpair; —She cried 


when ſhe ſaw me, and kiſſed me, calling | 
me her poor dear Mary. I lamented to 
ſee her ſo ill; but ſhe ſaid, No, Mary, 
do not lament, you ought to rejoice 
that I'ſhall not long ſurvive my diſho- 

nour ;. but promiſe me, my dear child, 

that if you have an opportunity to ſave 
any body elſe from my _ deftruftion, you 
will not let your preſent diſappointment 
diſcourage | you.” I promiſed her all ſhe 
defired; and, poor thing! ſhe lived on 
a month longer. Sir John came to ſee 
her but ſeldom, and that, ſhe ſaid, did 
her ws for he told Daune Mumford 


204 „ | 
| he did not like ſuch crying girls. Well, 5 


Ma'am, one night comes Colonel Gor- g Is 
don alone, and inſiſted on being ſnewn 


up to the lady. Poor ſoul! I was with 
her, and when ſhe heard a man's foot, 


_ - ſhe ſaid, There's Sir John, is it not?” 
and I ſaid, Mos; Ma' am, it is Colo- 

nel Gordon; and at that inſt; 
came, and FR he begun to talk to - 


t in he 


ber ſhe grew quite deſpairing and fell _ 
nnto fainting fits and convulſions, and ſo 


he was forced to leave her; and he 
wanted to take me away from her, for he 
ſaid, I was too young to be in the wax 
of fits; but I knew what he wanted me 
for, and I would not go; fo I ſtaid with 23 


the poor lady till ſhe died, which was in 


the fame night, and the next day Dame 


Mumford whipt me, becauſe I diſobeyed 
Colonel Gordon, and ſhe was the laft 
we had to ſtay.” They ſometimes brought 

| women with them for a night, but never 
any that was told they were to be miſ- 


Es h 
+4: Inga 


well reconc ned; but 1 was 7 olved 25 


n, Wark ALTO: happy l did { 


"ian dhe, you new. r aſh 
8 c I am hut eee, 


e replied g e 171 


8 * 


ee e ee tear at 1 ene 


| ſtory, and as they were ſtill unable to 


fleep, Fanny propoſed purſuing, their 


journey to ſome place ſtill more remote 
from the great London road; and de- 


firing to know if any returned chaiſe was 


going to leave the inn, they heard of 
one which was to fet off in half an hour, 
to wn itn feen miles off, croſs 


- . | 
It 
# 
92 
„ 
- 


* 


- — ü ou noe en 
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Rs It'was immaterial to the tw6! copitives. 


_ wherethey went, provided they returned 


not to Sinclair lodge; ſo they accepted 
the propoſal, and, ordering a breakfaſt, 
paid their little bill, and: ſet out n 
an eee DO) Alt: 810 
25 { went 1 Fanny i 
ſome part of her little hiſtory to her 


young companion, whoſe ſimplicity in- 
tereſted her much; and aſſüring her, * 


ever ſhe was in a ſituation to put it in 
her power, ſhe would ſend for her to 
wait on her, they agreed to ſeek for a 
country ſervice for poor Mary, while 


Fanny propoſed going to London, to try 
to get ſome employment, and to ſcreen 


herſelf from the purſuit Sir i would 
Ny" make after her. bbs od ot 


They bet the town of - cody 
ten o'clock in the morning, 120 . 


ing at the inn, enquired what ſtages 
. paſſedd 


1 


e + *. Fa 


"BA NAY, n 2 
1, 8 
| paſſed ets; ; the-man ſaid the Len- : 
don ſtage would go by about five in the 
aſternoon, and they reſolved to employ 
the-intermediate time in ſeeking how to 
diſpoſe of Mary. An aceident happen- 
ed which placed her in a very eligible 
ſituation. A girl, who had the care of 
two children, was croſſing the ſtreet, juſt 
as a drunken man on horſeback came 
furiouſty galloping along; the children 
were following, but Fanny and Mary 
caught each hold of one, and ſaved them 
from che fate of their careleſs maid; who 
was thrown down, and her leg and two 
ribs . : 
0 The children ſcreamed exceſſively, and 
while they tried to pacify them, an old 
woman ran out of a ſhop to take up the 
girl, ſaying to the two travellers, For 
God's fake carry whuam the bearns!” — 
cc Where do you. live, my pretty _ 
ſaid Fanny, 1 will ſhew Toy the way,” 
ſaid 
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9 0 God bleſs you, dear lady,” ſa id 
the old woman, ſee him ſaaf wheam. 


. 


Madam Morland will be ſo obliged: 
and tell her the poor ls is aaf with: 


ould Dame Nortoꝛꝛ 2 
Me * . 7 7 8 FP. jv 28 
* q 
— Gs 4 2 
* * 9 . * 
by 5 * o — 
5 3 t 3 


Play led a little Hg a- a year ee 
and they proceeded along a pleaſant i 


and over two or three fields, till they 
reached a ſmall white houſe, ſtandi 
very ſweetly on the ſide of a gentle 


eminence; the children ran in, and told 
their mama of the ſad accident that. 


 {Mrs. Moreland immediately invite in 
the two travellers, and expreſſed her 
obligations to them in the genteeleſt 


terms, She was a pretty, elegant Wes. x 


— — J 
# „ % $ 


a nnr. a 
of about four-and-twenty;; ber 2 . : 


were polite and engaging, and nd 
ed eee her invitation to dine. 


1. Fanoy, was pleaſed with 5 3 


Mrs. Moreland was no leſs pleaſed with _ 


el A prepoſſeſſion i in Fan- 5 
ny's far our r conquered the ſcruples that 


_ aroſe from the ſingularity of her fitua- 


: tion. N 'othing indeed could be further 8 
from Mrs. Moreland than illiberal ſuſ- 


picions; and if ſhe viewed with ſurpriſe 


a female ſo eminently beautiful, whoſe 
air, dreſs, and manners, evinced the 
gentlewoman, apparently a friendleſs 

and unprotected fugitive, it was un- 
tinctured by one ſurmiſe to the prejudice 


of her gueſt, or to the diſcredit of her 


own. innocent heart. 


„ ed by PR winning a a con- 
fidence, and delighted with her hoſteſs, . 


ave her 2 brief account of the woes 


2 : | | which | 


7 
= ” & _ 
4 A K 
0 — — — — 
n — — — — — — — — — — 
Sr ——— ——̃ ̃ ̃—ꝗ—v—— — —  —— 


5 s . 9 * 
LH. - * #57 hs 
vr EI : n r L 4 
—— 2 7 - — a 4 — 2 — — ui... Pn Wen. es ee — s 
P — rr —— am” 2 he en es i nts, htc 2*ͤ%e „ — — 2 — bn 
- . — ͤ— — — - : Som a———s 
— —— Eo - — —— — - — 
a — — — — rr * * 


210 rann v. 


5 whict Bad Artie her, at 100 curly ah | 
age, to ſeek refuge in an inhoſpitable 
world from thoſe friends who had hither- 

to protected her. She concealed the 
name of her perſecutor, and voneluded 
with expatiating on her obligation to 
Mary, and her wiſh to ſee her 11 | 
| 1 ee for. | ; 

| Mrs, Moreland wet her * ved . 
mediately offering to Mary the place of 
the girl who had been diſabled i in her 


; _._ fight; and, though Mary was grieved ; 


to-part from Fanny, . yet, convinced of 
her inability to fupport her, ſhe grate · 
fully accepted Mrs. Moreland” 8 offer... 


1 his point ſertled, 1 await 
with her fair hoſteſs, to the drawing- 
room, and they were already not mere- 

ly acquainted, but friends; a ſecret ſym- 
pathy ſeemed to unite their ſouls, and 
| TO felt a * ſhe had not experi- 
| e 


FANNY. „ 


e ſince her ſe paration from Lady Z 
IEP 11 Grey. | 


ia Moreland, raking her hand aid, | 
% You cannot imagine how much it 
grieves me that I am not able to offer 
an aſylum under my own roof, to one 
who fo warmly intereſts my feelings; 
but that is a point I am not miſtreſs of. 
Highly indeed would it gratify me to 
| poſſeſs a companion ſo formed. for ſo- 
ciety, and I ſhall not eaſily get over the 
regret this circumſtance occaſions me. 
While ſhe ſpoke, Fanny was contem- 
_ plating the fair ſpeaker. Mrs. Moreland 
was very fair, and rather pale; her hair 
was a light auburn, her features ſmall and 
delicate, and her ſlender figure bore evi- 
dent marks of ill health and fragility ; 
but ſtill more intereſting than her —_ ; 
and face, » was a ſoft melancholy which 
8 3 Ny clouded 
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1 clouded ber lovely features. as: s the con . 7 
tinued. e teu 


7 While I en 3 wich 1 to | 
Fl period when my Anna ſhall. be my 
companion, I bleſs the God who has 
not in his juſtice, Om me of "Ou N 
nan“ 7 5 


ene . ſurpriſe was 48 bun thn 
2. e aſking any queſtions, as Mrs. 
Moreland, evidently checking herſelf, 
added, But what I can I will do far 
you; I have a brother, the only one of 
a numerous family who now takes. any 
notice of me; he is all goodneſs; he is. 
married unworthily of himſelf, but his 
wife is a good ſort of woman to him. 1 
will give you a letter, and I am ſure ne 
| wil receive you into his houſe, and ſeek 
for a ſituation which may ſuit your incli- 
nations. To live with them would il | 
e 


x ANY: 


: friend; but ©o conſider it as a home, a 


_ 


| Mrs. Moreland would not offer Fang, 
reſidence in her own houſe, but e 


could, and did invite her to ftay till the 
Friday, the third day following from 
thence, and Fanny gladly n a 
propoſal ſo agreeable to her wiſhes. 
Her new friend made her ſeveral 7 
ſents, which were uſeful to her, as ſhe 
had leſt the lodge without any thing but 


what ſhe had then on. The three days 


p a an frienditiip}inithec 


ſympathetic confidence which elevated 


| ſouls only can comprehend, and Fanny 


learnt from her friend the little hiſtory © + | 


of her ſorrows. —She had been left heir- 
: eſs t to an uncle 8 fortune, which was a 
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uncontroled poſſeſſion of it. Young, | 
(amiable; rich, and beautiful, Miſs Wig- 
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„ very large one, 30 as Wen as the 1 


arrived at the age of eighteen, came into 


ſtead could not want for admirers; but | 


: her perverſe heart attached itſelf in pr efer- : 
| ence to Mr. Moreland, a man of forty- _ 
ive, | or perhaps fifty, - of ſmooth ad-. 


oy: but without one other; qualifica- 5 


tion. She had rejected for him a rich 15 


and amiable youth who adored her, with- 
out any eye to her fortune, while her 
guineas were Mr. Moreland's ſole incen- 
tives. He was a lawyer, poor and rapa- | 


cious; the liberal men of his profeſſion 
dignified him by the name of pettifog . 
ger; and though his manner was ſmooth, 
and his temper unruffled, it was a deceit- 5 


ful and provoking calmneſs. Her beau- 

ty, her tenderneſs, could never move 

him to love; her requeſts were uniform- 

ly denied with the ſame ſoft civility, 

but unwayering ſtedfaſtneſs,. and the 
| | Jy 


; * A * N Fe - | : 216 f 
ny woman found herſelf neglected, | 
ſhut out from ſociety by the character, 
and deprived of a friend by the will of 
her huſband; denied all enjoyments, 
and yoked for ever to a man her unbi- 
aſſed judgment taught her not only to 
deſ pile, but to dullike. ot 5 
„ gave che alben N to 19 8 
new friend's ſorrow, and ſaw with pain 35 
the hour when ſhe muſt leave her; but 
Mr. Moreland was expected, and Mrs. 
Moreland was obliged to conceal from 
him the indulgence chance had thrown 
in her way. . 


223234 


—— 


: al many tears and embraces, with a 
heavy heart Fanny quitted Mrs, More- 
land's houſe, and followed by Mary, . 
who would ſee her ſafe to the ſtage, 
reached the town juſt as the coach ar- 
rived; there was fortunately a place; 
the jumped in, and was ſpeedily con- 

8 from the habitation of her friend. 
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| ANNY was ſo PK ike" up wih Es, 
ber own emotions, that ſhe entered 


8 the ſtage without taking much notice of 
her fellow. paſſengers; : ſhe made: a fight | 
bow to the civility of the perſon, who, 


by placing himſelf on the oppoſite fide, 


left her a corner on the front ſeat, and 


withdrawing as much as poſſible from ; 
their obſervation, the endeavoured to 
ſtifle her emotions. She had juſt parted 


| from a friend, to. whom both eſteem and 


| ſympathy ſtrongly attracted her; ſhe had 


quitted her witkout a hope of ſeeing her 


again, for Mrs. Moreland had told her 


the never viſited London, and ſhe even 


had no hope of hearing from her; for, 
in anſwer to her requeſt of a letter, Mrs. 


Moreland had replied, . ſometimes 
write | 


FANNY. - 217 ; 
. GE ni. 5 | 


write to my brother, but if any very great 
event happens 1 . certainly endeavour 
to write to you.“ Her reflections on 
this ſubject were not the moſt pleaſing, 
but when from theſe ſhe adverted to the 
occaſion which had thus driven her out 
into the world, in. a ſituation the moſt. 
perilous imaginable, ſhe trembled for 
her future fate. Young, inexperienced, : 
beautiful, poor, and friendleſs, ſhe felt 
herſelf environed by dangers, and ſhe 

was reduced to ſeek protection from the 
| VE of de, Z 


5 


* 


From ths kardihips of her - ai" 


her thoughts recurred to her former en- 
joyments, and with all of theſe the Cal - 


ſhot family were intimately connected.” - 


The friendſhip of Lady Suſan had been 
her · principal bleſſing, but for many 
| weeks ſhe had been in a total uncertain- 
ty about the whole of that family ; ; and 
Wo avowed intereſt ſhe took in Lady 
Vor. I 98 L Suſan's 
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Suſan's an added to one no. 15 
ſtrong, though yet concealed even to 
| her own unconſcious heart, that the telt 6 7 
alſo for Lord de Grey, whoſe polite . _— 


tentions had given her inconceiyable 


pleaſure, convinced her that the miſcon- 
. _ dud of Sir John Sinclair was only one 
© of her misfortunes. In vain ſhe revolved 
in her mind all poſſible cauſes for Lady 
- Suſan's neglect, ſhe could ly attribute 
the total ceſſation of her friendſhip to 
ſome prejudice ſhe had imbibed againſt 
her, which, however unfounded it might 
be, operated equally in her disfavour. 


To herfelf ſhe avowed only the regret 
for Lady Suſan's friendſhip, but her 
heart involuntarily joined the brother in 
her ſighs,” and, forgetting ſhe was not 
— the tears fell TAs e . | 


=” By God,” 1 has? 69 8980 i 

neighbour, whoſe e, had placed her 

on the front ſeat, you are too prett7 
N 5 7-00 


\ 
. \ 1 
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to 1 8 5 3 girl, ball wet 
with ſome hard gale already? D 


mw e OO EST 


1 a 4 F anny lified „ 


eyes to the perſon who had made it. She 
beheld an athletic figure, 1 in the uniform 
of a naval lieutenant; his age appeared —_ 

to be upwards of fifty, and his dreſs bore 
the evident marks of poverty. The wind * - 
and weather had ſtrongly. marked his 
face; it bore an indiſputable witneſs ts 


the goodneſs and humanity of his heart, 


and a fluſh of honeſt warmth roſe to his 


embrowned cheek, as he gazed on the 
fair face of the weeping, e 


: + 


— 


hex was 18 to 1 5 1 a brill 
female voice from the other front cor - 
ner prevented her; her neareſt. neigh- 


bour, a fat, vulgar woman, had hitherto 
obſtructed her view of the perſon who 


— ſpoke 


my eyes, but £11 ä 7 i | 
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| ſpoke now, and who, from the e | 
_ ritative manner in which ſhe addrefled 55 
the lieutenant, Fanny concluded to be 
his wife. | 


— 


5 Why, od's my U Harry,” faid bis | 
fair helpmate, « dare ſay the lady 
wants none of your help,” (glancing a 
look at Fanny's elegant dreſs) ce but 
you're always ſo free of your offers, 
| when, to be ſure, you might as well keep 
your gertings for Four © own ficſh a and 
| blood.” =. 


1 Fanny now entirely changed the mode 
a of her thanks, which the honeſt lieute- 
nant's hearty good will would have 
drawn from her with more confidence, 
and bowing, only ſaid, She was much 
obliged to the gentleman, but ſhe really 
wanted no aſſiſtance; ſhe 180 wept at 
15 quitting ſome dear friends.” 5 


% No, 


8 e 5 N 


40 No, to be ſure,” ſaid the fat wo- 

: man; „folks as travels in ſuch fine 

cloaths as them there, can't want nothing 
from a poor Gailor lad; I dare for to fay, 

that Madam's more fitter to help a poor 
body: herſelf,” | 


The Aena took no notice of this 


| laſt ſpeech, but addreſſing himſelf io his 


wife, © That's always your way, Peg- 


gy; you always throw cold water on 
any thing that pleaſes me, I did not 
imagine the lady wanted money, but 


there are more ways of ſerving onc's 


neighbour than by giving them money. 
And ſo, Miſs,” ſaid he, turning again to 
Fanny, « don't be diſcouraged, bur if 
you want any thing in my power, depend 
upon it, you may al ways command Harry - 
Newland, 5 | 


Fanny, RT, to find. herſelf thus the 
ob;et of attention to all her fellow- 
| | L 3 _ 4 
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travellers, yet much affected with the 55 
ſailor's good will, thanked him more 
warmly, and endeavoured to talk of 
fomerhing elſe. She had never,” ſhe 
. Kid,“ been in London.” 85 
No!“ ſaid an elderly man, ako fill- 
ed up the fifth place in che coach, ** and 
what carries you there now, ſo young, ſo 
air, and fo UNPrASIene” . 


"4 þ 


Alas! Mood? Fanny, he little kinks 
how unprotected. „Particular buſi- 
 nefs,” ſhe replied. * And what,” re 
plied the ftranger, * can you and bu. 
fineſs have to do together? Are you 
. gong to friends or relations ?” +5 
. was s piqued at a Eee me 
thoaght impertinent, and cooly reply · 
ing, She was going to ſome friends,“ 
turned to the lieutenant, and aſked him 
ſome queſtions about the great city ſne 
f „ 


. 


FANN v. „ 


— 


was about to viſe, - The Noce t was 


but little acquainted with it, and the _ 
pert vixen, his wife, eyed her huſband 
and Fanny with an air not rotally free 


from jealouſy. Fanny's innocence pre- 
vented her at firft from noticing this ef- 


fect of her addrefling Mr. Newland; but 
when, from ſome ſharp ſpeeches of his 


placid rib, it became evident how her 


mind was affected, Fanny's gentle heart | 
revolted from the idea of inflicting need 
| lefs pain on any feltow-creature; and, 


difguſted with the vulgarity of her right- 
hand neighbour, and offended by the 


inquiſitiveneſs of the gentlecman. ſhe re- 


folved ro be * 


The lieutenant ſoon after fel a = 
The fat woman diſdained Mrs. New- 


land, and Mrs. Newland difdained the 


fat woman, ſo that a . flence pre- 
vailed. : 
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Mrs. Newland, © at B 


Ihe gentleman in the corner gazed 


on Fanny, and evidently wiſhed to en- 


gage her in converſation, but obſerving 
her diſinclination, he forbore to addreſs 


her, now and then addreſſin 8 ſome trifling 


ſpeech to the other two Amal . 


— 


It began now to grow dark, and 15 | 5 


fat woman enquired where the coach 5 
flept. The gentleman replied, © It does 


not ſleep at all, but goes on all night, 


and reaches London at ſeven to- morrow- 


evening.” —* Oh, Lord!“ ſaid ſhe, © IT 


cannot pretend for to travel all .night 


long !— Pray what town does it go 
through+?”— © We are to ſtop,” ſaid 
„ where 
we have ſome relations, and I ſuppoſe 
we ſhall be there in about half an hour.“ 


„Well, then,” replied the other, «© I 


ſhall get out there and fleep, and come 


on to Eunnon! in ſome coach to- morrow.“ 


F. anny 
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1 33 not like the . of go- 
ing on the whole night with no other 


companion than the inquiſitive gentle- 
man, while he was charmed at che idea 
of ſo long a téte-à-tete with his loyely 


' fellow-traveller. - But while ſhe was de- 


| iberaiing how ſhe could bring it about 
to ſtop at the ſame place, and he was 
enjoy ing in fancy the future happineſs, 


their cogitations were ſuddenly inter- 


rupted by a very ſimple event, the break 
ing down of the coach. 5 
The R ſtarted out 5 his ſleep, 
and, being of the uppermoſt fide, be- 
gan with two or three hearty curſes, to 
clamber out of the window; and, from 


the fituation of the wheels, it being im- 
poſſible to open the door, he looked in 


at the coach, and cried out, Come 


out. my pretty young lady, I can eaſily | 
drag you out of the port-hole.” No 

ſpqner ſaid than done ; ; heſeized Fanny's | 
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Bf, arm, and giving a jerk, affiſted a 155 
8 through the window, and leaving his 


tender helpmate, and the other paſſengets 
to manage matters for themſelves, he 
drew her arm under his, and ſwear- 
ing they would enter that curſed vehicle 
no more, began walking away with ber 5 
towards the town, which was now diſtant | 
about a mile and a half. 1 555 


Pinay, ovinſicus that Mrs. Newkdad 
'would be outrageous, entreated her 1 
thoughtleſs friend to ſtop, till their fel? 


be low-travellers were fafe. * But,” faid 


he, *©© promiſe me one thing, that, ſpite 


df all Peggy can ſay, you will go to my 


Couſin Williams's to-night, and accept 
of a bed there, and what welcome a 
hearty ſeaman can give; promiſe me 
that, and I'll go and ſee for Peggy.“ 
*I will, I will,” faid ſhe,” © only go 

and help Mrs. Newland.” The honeſt 
ſailor went back to the wreck, as he 
| . 


| _ wards them, all very angry at the acci- 
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called it, but Deb he had reached” its - 
met his three companions advancing to: 


dent which expoſed them to ſo long a 
| Peregrination | on een at 1 time ant 
_— EE - 


: Mrs: N land. was '& 1 8 with 
ber huſband's folicitude for Fanny, that 
| ſhe made no anſwer to his enquiries 

after her ſafety; and the lieutenant, who 
knew what ſhe meant, turned about 

to his fair charge, as he called her, 
and again drawing her arm within his, 
left the reſt of the my nn ters 
as en would. 1 


The al e food. aloof call 
Mrs. Newland and the fat woman were 
arm-in-arm, then, joining Fanny and 
the lieutenant, entered into converſation 1 
with the latter. : 
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I Prejudised as Fanny was nd him, . ; 


| he: could not avoid ; obſerving that he 
was much of a gentleman, had good 
ſenſe, and a fund of entertainment; ſhe 


involuntarily relaxed of her coolneſs to 
him, and though ſhe ſaid little, ſpoke 


| always with good humour and civility. : 


The lieutenant, naturally eaning to 
the ſubject. uppermoſt i in his mind, re- 
counted modeſtly enough the little ſtory 
of his life; He had ſerved three-and- 


thirty years,” he ſaid, „and had ſeen 


hard ſervice enough; had more than 
once ſucceeded to the command, when 
his captains had loſt their lives in an en- 
gagement, but never could get confirmed 
at home, for want of intereſt.” 


L have ſome intereſt at the Admiral- 

ty-board, ” interrupted the ſtranger, 

3 * and you ſhall find I have. It is not 
amen 


FANNY. | 


always poſſible to reward merit bs it Shoe 

ſerves, particularly where there are ſo 

many claimants as in the Britiſh fleet ; 
| buy I Wes care,” | T g 


1 God bleſs your hn 3 Fo 
the ſailor, ** for ſpeaking well of the 
navy. Come, Sir,” faid he, accident 
has brought us all on a level, and I may 
make a propoſal I ſhould not elſe have 
ventured to have done; what ſays your 
Honour to a ſlice of cold roaſt beef at 
my Couſin Williams's. 2 —<© With all 
my heart,” replied.the ſtranger; © for I 
' apprehend we ſhall not get off before 
- morning. „No, no,” cried the lieute-_ 
nant, © your ſhip won't get under weigh 
for ſome hours.” TE „ 
Soon after they reached the town, and 
tlie fat woman, who had received no in- 
vitation, retired to the inn, rather out of 
humour, while the reſt of the party found 
| a hearty | 
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a hearty welcome at Mr. Williams 0 1 


He was a ſubſtantial tradeſman, and hada 


very notable, good-humoured wife. — 
The ſupper was plain and plentiful, ane 
they fat chatting for ſome time in high 
good-humour, when the ſtage coachman 


appeared. © The coach,” he ſaid, . was 


Tepaired, and one lady already I in i 
. py * þ- 


The gentleman roſe, and after thank- 
ing the Williams's, and honeſt Harry 
Newland, for their kindneſs, promiſing 
the latter not to forget him at the Ad- 
miralty, he advanced to take the hand 
of Fanny, who, to the infinite ſurpriſe 2 
of the nn Propoſed: to AE z 


him. 


cc Now, now,” faid he, « you won't 
go, will you? Didn't you promiſe—” 
Tou are very good,” faid Fanny, 
6 but 1 did not think the coach would 

be 
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be np ſo Won Is it quite ſafe?” 
ſaid the gentleman. © Yes, your Ho- 
nour; 'tis another coach; and there 1 
will be never another ſtage paſs through - - Ii 
; here to Lunnon thats: two gy F 


This ae, Joined to this intet- 
ligence of there being another lady in 2 
the coach, and the increaſing good will 0 

| ſhe felt towards her companion, deter- | 
mined Fanny again to ſet out; and giv- 
ing her hand to her new friend, ſne 
ü gracefully paid her thanks and compli- - 
ments to the Williams's, putting her 
diſengaged hand into that which the 
honeſt lieutenant held out to her, while 

he ſhook it heartily, Song God 8275 
her a thouſand times. 


When they got into the coach, nb 
proved to be a very intimate acquaint- 


ance of the Sentleman, whoſe name ſhe 
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found was Monteith, and the lady 5 
Greville. They were extremely glad 8 
meet, and ſoon agreed in treating Fanny 
with ſo much kindnefs that the journey, 
paſſed off very agreeably ; ahd without 
any further accident, they reached Lon- 
don the following evening, not much . 


later than the e hour. 


| Mrs. Greville would, PT 55 3 per- 
ſuaded Fanny to lodge that night at her 
houſe, ſaying, It was late for her to 
go ſuch a diſtance; as Mr. Wigſtead's 1 
houſe was really very remote from the. 
place where the ſtage put up; but Mr. 
| Monteith ſaying he had buſineſs in 7 that 
is of- 

fered company, and he handed her into 

” Hackney-coach, after Mrs. Greville 
had given her a card with her addreſs, 
and engaged her to call on er whenever Th 


quarter, Fanny gladly accepted 


| tho" was at leiſure, 
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Mr. Monteith FT a into a very 
intereſting converſation, in which he 
led her to ſay ſo much, that though 
| ſhe, was totally unconſcious of having 
at all diſcloſed her ſituation, he had 


learnt that ſhe was poor and friend- 


leſs; he ſaw ſhe was beautiful, and as 
ſuch a ſituation is of all others the moſt 
open to dangers and difficulties, he de- 
termined to exert his friendthip in her 
favour, and begged her permiſſion to 


wait on her occaſionally at Mr. Wige 
Rend's. = Aa | 


Vans, whoſe firſt WIR el againſt 
him were entirely banithed, thought him 
polite, ſenſible, and benevolent, and with 
pleaſure gave him leave to viſit her; ſhe . 
promiſed herſelf both amuſement and 
inſtruction from his ſociety, and lhe ex- 
pected not much of either from Mrs., 
Wigha. 5 
Mr. 


Mr. Monteith was not e leſs tak fi ß 
he was not handſome, few men of fixty © 77 
are handſome ; but he had a ſenſible } 
'countenance, and eaſy, polite manner; 
he was indeed quite a man of the world, 
de had been an expert pupil of the 

Cheſterfield ſchool, and could fo adapt 
his manners to his company as to be ſure 4 
of pleaſing univerſally. He had been 
irreſiſtible among the women, and he flat- | 

tered himſelf he was ſo ſtill; elſewhere 


| he had now but little intereſt ; and in | 


ſpite of his liberal promiſes to Newland, 
few men were perhaps leſs able to ob- 
tain favour from among men in effice— 
The general depravity of his character 
fixed a ſtigma on thoſe he patroniſed, 
as he ſeldom endeavoured to promote 
the intereſt of any one who had not 
ſerved him in ſome of his favourite pur- 
ſuits. In the inſtance of Harry New- 
land indeed, he had not the leaſt idea of 
ee to Rm him. He meant no- 
; ting 


Fanny. 235 


thing more chan to impreſs Fanny with 
an idea of his goodneſs and his power, 
and he ſucceeded. Of all characters, 
| thoſe whom he leaſt fought to pleaſe 
were men of experience and diſcern- 
ment; among the young and the inex- 
_ perienced, among women and ftrangers, 
he endeavoured, and generally met with 
fucceſs; but he feared the ſcrutinizing 
eye of judgment, he feared the candid 
countenance of experienced integrity. 
But Fanny could not difcover this charac- 
ter; it lay too deep for her penetration, 
and ſhe liked him extremely, was much 
pleaſed with his acquaintance, and ſorry 
to part from him when the coach ſet 
her down at Mr. Wigſtead's door. 

As the coach ſtopped her emotion 8. 
turned; ſhe trembled exceedingly, and 
having thanked her companion with 
great perturbation, defcended with ſome 

e 225 N deſired to ſpeak 
| with 
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with Mr. Wigſtead fel be was neun | 
into a ſmall front parlour, and defired bo: 
be ſcared. | | 


EET. 


wow, 


| Here ſhe N into herſelf, to en 
duire by what fault of her own ſhe was 
thus reduced to ſolicit protection from 
an entire ſtranger; and wondering what 


reception ſhe ſhould meet with, when 


the door opened, and Mr. Wigſtead ap- 
peared; but whatever were her embar⸗ 
raſſments, they all vaniſhed at the kind 
and benevolent manner in which he en - 
m__ her buſineks, | 
200 She bez i him a lever,” the ſaid, 
«from Mrs. Moreland, and it would 
explain her motive for troubling him.” 


1115 3 the letter, and, while he | 
read it, Fanny examined her new pro- 
tector. He was a man of fifty, or fifty- 
five years old ; his face and perſon un- 

commonly 


* 
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commonly handſome, 404 his counte- 
nance was goodneſs and benignity itſelf. 4 
His air and dreſs ſpoke the plain, ſenſi- 
ble merchant, not led away by the 
beauty of his figure to ape the appear- 
ance of the faſhionable world. In ſhort, 
the more ſhe obſerved him, the more 
ſhe was pleaſed with him; and the more 
ſhe felt herſelf inclined to Place 9 
confidence | in him. e 
When he had read ds letter, which 
very briefly explained the buſineſs, he 
ſaid, “I cannot enough thank my ſiſter 
for enabling me to ſerve ſo amiable a 
lady, and J only wiſh my power was as 
extenſive as my will. Will you give 
me leave to preſent you to Mrs. Wig- 
ſtead; and ſhould you deem any thing 
fingular in the mode of my introduction, 
I muſt beg you to ſuſpend your judg- 
ment till I have an opportunity of ex- 
plaining my motives. With you,“ ſaid 


. A kindly Ra? ds «1p 3 
there can never be reſerve; you * 
formed for friendſhip, and for ſocial 
confidence; ſo indeed my ſiſter Juſtly de- 
e S³ä!nnuuu 8 
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+2 hs anny was overcome; the tried to 
z ſpeak, and Mr. Wigſtead perceiving * 


effort ineffectual, added, You will ſes 


Mr. Moreland; perhaps you may know | 
how to account for my not ſaying you 
came from my ſiſter. Fanny bowed, 
and Mr. Wigſtead, perceiving her agita- 
tation rather increaſed, entreated her to 
be ſeated, and defer for a few minutes 
her introduction to Mrs. Wigſtead. 
cannot hope,” ſaid he, © ſo early to ac- 
quire any influence over your mind, but 
I wiſh in future I may prevail on you to 
baniſh all reſtraint with me, for I already 
feel I ſhall love you like my daughter, 
Tell me, lovely, girl, will you ſuffer. 
BYE 3 
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me to be your Kader s Will vou love 1 


me as s if 15 were ſo?” - 
6 Ah! Sir,” Cad Fa any, the. tears Row 

| ſtreaming from her eyes, Mrs. More- 
land told me you were all goodneſs, but 
I little thought how good! Yes, Sir,” 
added ſhe, © to; ſhew you how frank 1 
mean to be with you, I am now going 
to aſk you, whether it would not be 
better to take this opportunity of ſertling 
the mode of my introduction, fince it 
would be difficult to go back from our 
firſt plan, though, if formed in e it 
night be inconvenient,” 2401, | 


0 W are ee right,” ſid hes 


” ang, be chen ſo good as to tell me, what 
would beſt accord with. Foe: vithes any 


«] know not, Sir, where Mrs. Mo: 
| hnd has told you, that 1 have no de- 
pendence for my ſu pport, but on my 
own pjpduiitry.” i 5 175 She 


ins She had laid the lady was not rich.” ff 
4 J aha, reſumed Fanny, 60 wholly 7. 
unprovided; and I muſt neither. be ſlow 
nor difficult in chooſing a ſittation which 
will enable me to clothe myſelf; for the 
peculiar circumſtances in which 1 left 
my firſt home, obliged me to ſet out 
without even a 1 of lingn.” 1 


Good God!“ cried Mr. Wigſtead, 
6 what could be thoſe circumſtances? ah 


I mean not, Sir, 1 replied F anny, «ro 
conceal from you any one of the events 
which have thrown me into the world; 
this is not the time; my tale would be 
too long; I have only to ſay, that my 
abilities are ſmall, but my will Thall 5 
never be waned | 


. 


£ Are you,” exclaimed he, . quali | 
for a governeſs 9 Hogs 


« Alas * 
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e Alas! D ſaid, Fanny, <« that is a very · 


arduous taſk; and | neither Plays Nen 
French, nor as he 


— 


as . 5 1 Gen ww 
Mr. Wigitead, © maſters would ſupply 
that defect, but French is leſs eaſy; yet I 
cannot abandon this ſcheme, ſince it will 
enable me to keep you with me, and at 
leaſt we can endeavour; if we do not 
luer un great vin be my e £7 


« Oh, 7 gd Fancy, « Aten as is 
the taſk, to cultivate and accomplith the 
mind of youth, what would I not endea- 

vour to ſtay with you! My vigilance 
ſhould ſupply the want of experience, 
my attention, of knowledge, and under 
your eye I ſhould: labour with delight, 


knowing, feeling, as Ido, that you are 
candid and n. a5 


7 — This is bighly 8 to me, my | 
fair ward, ” replied Mr. Wigſtead, and 
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"3M heartily with your wah hopes Wer 
not diſappoint you. Vou may indeed 
be ſecure of my affection, for I feel tliat 

you have it already. In that light then 
I may introduce you to my wife, as | 

ſent to me by a correſpondent whom 1 

eſteem, and to whom ſhe knows I have 

| ome =þ 
of 

2 5 60 Fatt happy. ſaid Fanny, 64 his 1 | 

feel myſelf Mae: of aha 

confidence.” 


e —— lady,“ aid Mr. Wiedead. 
4. though - 1 have thus warmly given 
you my intereſt, do not imagine me ſuch _ 
an old fool as to be wholly ſwayed by a 
| pretty face, or to be equally ready to 
love all the fair damſels who might court 
my kindneſs. Had I not feen in your 
countenance a mental lovelineſs, far be- 
yond mere perſonal beauty,—an exprel- 
Hon or 0 which! no art can coun» 
| 1 cf Erfeit; 


ein „ 


bh and no features ney or mar, 
had I not ſeen that you were a little ca- 
binet of virtues, I ſhould not ſo readily 

have given you my friendſhip. I ama 
great phyſiognomiſt, and what will you 
not believe of that ſcience, when an old 
man like me, after ſo many years ex- 


| perience, ſtill puts implicit confidence 
in its Proc ickions.“ 


e It is a | Ar replied Fanny, 


ce that ſpeaks to the heart, and the can- 


did and feeling-muſt ever truſt it.” 


„Odlo, faid he, „ my wife will 
think my ſtay a long one; can vou ven- 
ture to face an Pts | 


« If you | pleaſe,” aid: Fanny, ring; 
5 but is there 1185 On e 


1 i one ä a e 
friend of mine, beſides Mr. Moreland * 
my own family.” 


— 


”  :- FANNY, | 


Mr. Wigſtead now led "TO into ihe 
eee and preſented her to his 
wife, as a lady recommended by his 
friend, to ſuperintend the education of 
his daughter; adding, „That as the 
lady was a ſtranger in London, he de- 
fired his wife would give. her a IONS 
from that ine! 214k ponacts 1 
e The lady 10 a name, are * 
Laid, Mr. TOs 7 
Mr. | Wigfead and Haan had been 0 

much engaged on other ſubjects that her 
name had never occurred to either of 
| them, but ſhe immediately replied, cher 
name was Vincent.“ i 


2 N . 
R 38 1 - 


Though ſhe had left Sinclair-lodge in 
Dt. ſudden a manner, and under circum- 
ſtances which perhaps would be as well 
concealed, the idea of changing her 
name never r occurred to her eee 
e E 


5 


heart; if it had, ſo great was her love of 
truth, that it is not probable ſne would 
have adopted any other than Vincent. 


(FANNY, 15 — . 


* 


In fact, ſhe was not much known by it; 


and had ſo few connections to wound by 
any report of her, and was ſo inſignifi- 
cant to the world at large, that it mat- 


tered little by what name ſhe was called, 


in the confined circle of her acquaint- 
ance. 55 b 


CIP * 7 5 OE 3 : = 
The name of Vincent, however, ftruck 


Mr. Wigſtead; I had once a friend 
of that name, ſaid he. Aye, ſaid 
Mrs; Wigſtead, ** an idle dog, that coſt 
you I don't know how. much money; 
but you was always for helping. every 


i Go __ n hy way not been mo 


hen I wonder who'd 185 helpe you! 1”, 


50 tic 15 it 


64 Mils Mart; aid! a voice which 


ſtruck Fanny J as familiar; © I know both 0 


„„ > 008 
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the name and the ack ; but Miſs Fan Wy 
has cola l Mr. Mordaunt. “ 


. FANNY. 


Yy 25 « No, indeed; Sir, „ replied. Wan 
21 <] am happy to ſee. you; FOE PRA 
well. 5 


Mr. Mordaunt ſaw there was ſome 


myſtery; he had heard of her ſudden 
flight from Sinclair- lodge, and he deter- 


mined to fay nothing that ſhould inter- 


fere with her plan; fearful therefore 
- Teſt Mrs. Wigſtead ſhould aſk him any 
. queſtions about her, he ſoon made an 
f ne to riſe and take his leave. 


Mr. Wighead twrodated his two tons 
and his two daughters to Fanny; and, 


e de wie e e e 
quiries, inſiſted that nothing ſhould be 


faid of buſineſs that evening, and kindly 


left Fanny at liberty to make her own 
o ble rvations. 


Fn | 


2 * 
- 


ARA. 24 


115 


e Wigſtead had been a 1 


woman, but it was eaſy to ſee ſhe had 


neyer been a gentle woman; ; the marks 


of ill- humour were evident on her fea- 


tures; a mean-ſouled! pride influenced 
all her actions, and Fanny could only 
YER how Mr. oh os came to chuſe | 


. 


he r. 


41 


| Miſs Wigſtead, the eldeſt of ber chi —·— 
dren, was very plain, much marked with: 
the ſmall-pox, rather deformed, ex. 


241 


tremely chatty, and inheriting her mo- 
ther's diſpoſition; totally uninformed, 
and uneducated, her converſation was 


coarſe and vulgar, her voice harſh and 7 
unpleaſing, and ſhe was wholly devoid 


of every feminine attraction; ſhe was 
turned 71 Mv. A 3 


Sid Wigſtead was not yet twelves 


ſhe. was pretty, but was ſo much negle&- 


ed that no other judgment could be 
ES formed 
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formed of her; neglected indeed ty 

as to her mind, for the ornaments of 
her perſon were peculiarly ſtudied ; ſhe' 
was mama's pet, and was introduced to 


Fanny as as her future e „ 


* * 


Mr. Edmund Wigſtead, the eldeſt ſon, 


was about five - and. twenty; his figure 
was tall and perfect, his face as beauti- 


ful as his father's had been; large dark 


| eyes which ſpoke with energy, a Roman 


noſe, white teeth, and a manly, good 


complexion, diſtinguiſhed Mr. Edward 


Wigſtead; his manners appeared to be 


_ reſerved and modeſt, though ſenſible and 


polite ; and Fanny thought him a charm- 
ing aer man. 6 e 


Matthew, the 8 ſon, was about 
nineteen, ſhort and plain, but ſo odd, 


fo very eccentric in his manners, that 


many people thought him mad; he was 


| the fartheſt in the world from all reſerve, 


and, 


. Sbe forget not to obſerve Mr. More-- 
land, who was to her, perhaps, the moſt : | 
Intereſting of the party; ſhe: beheld a 
ſhort, indifferent figure of a man, oll 
enough to be father to her fair friend, 
with ſuch an affected fmoothneſs in his 

| 

| 


vas aſtoniſhed Mrs. Moreland could ever 


the therefore vented her volubility on 


and Mrs.Wigſtead impenetrable ;_ while 


as; 1 bimſelf beſide Fanny, took . 8 
upon himſelf the taſk of entertaining 


her. 
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manner as highly diſguſted Fanny. She 


have been deceived; it was eaſy to ſee 2X | 
he was very en with his N 1 
ann | 

- Mis Wigſtead ld not enter into 1 
converſation with her ſiſter's. governeſs, , 


Mr. Moreland-;- Edmund ſeemed ſhy, 
her reverend friend endeavoured to make 


the converſation general, Matthewſeem- 
* . 4 1 : | M. 5 6 
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o FANNY. 


ed bent on craving her into a urea. . 
5 thre. | 7 


- She was amuſed with his oddity, and 
willingly ſuffered him to divert her mind. 
Poetry, whether quoted or extempore, 
ſeemed to be familiar to him, and Mr. 
Wigſtead could not help ſmiling at 
the inundat ion of verſe with which he 
overwhelmed Fanny; but in ſpire of 
his uncouth figure and odd manners, 
there was a good-heartedneſs in him 
which could not fail to pleaſe i in the 
end; he ſeemed fond of his mother, 
and idolited his father, was the: good- 
Mmoured butt of his fiſter's ſtingleſs 
'Taillery, and endeavoured to beat ſome 
ideas: intoSophy' s head; but his attempts 
hitherto were in vain, Sophy would ar | 
attend to any thing he could: ay. 1 4] 


Z The bly tions „ could i 
on Nin. Wis ted were not much in her 
favour; 


Fd 


: FANNY. Tp 251 


* pa 


F but the more ſhe 8 Mr. 
Wigſtead, the more the felt diſpoſed to: 
: laye him. The evening, though tedious, 
finiſhed at laſt, and Fanny was conduct 


ed to her room, with, MOOR Air, 
| by Mis Wighead.. 


* 1 


1 he on: of 1 3 and : 
| Fes various reflections which. naturally 

aroſe on the ſingular changes in her 
 fituation, naturally indiſpoſed her for 
 fleeping. The filence of Lady Suſan 
gave her very ſevere: pangs, and ſhe de- 
termined to hazard a letter to Bath. — 
With this intention ſhe at length, after 7 
a few hours ſleep, aroſe in the morning 
about her uſual hour , between ſeven and 
eight. She went into the drawing room, 
but the windows were ſhut, and the 
chairs in the diſorder of the preceding 
evening; ſhe then ſought the little front 
parlour where ſhe had. been received the 
_ elde, and und. ir, already in 
order, : 


— =_ 
— —äñä— — — 


1 
| 
| 
| 
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* 


order, with implements for writing en : 
a large table. This was preciſely what 


ſhe wiſhed ; ſhe ſeated herſelf at the 
table, and took up a pen; at firſt her 


heart prompted her to open her whole 


ſituation in a long letter to Lady Suſan, 
but again reſlecting that if her friend 
had forſaken her, ſuch a confidence 


| might prejudice herſelf, without regain- 


ing Lady Sufan's affections, che reſolved 
to check the overflowings of her tender- 
ks 8 55 wrote __ the ng; e 


3 


— 


5 Ti Q the Right Hon. Lady Sy & Grey. 
cc. ; Bath. 


, i Z K : 2 . 
"TIE 4 ES \ 4 3a £ 4 


2 5 Though 1 I am FACE ANAL 
« 'the friendſhip: with which L dy Suſan : 
85 de Grey once honoured me be not, 
like all my former bleſſings, vaniſhed 
« into air, yet it formed too much of _ 5 
4 the Hank woes of 3 dans not to hazard. 


5 wt, few 


* 
8 
* » 


E 7 


FAN „ | | 3 5 


* Go nw! to remind her that I yet 
4. live, and moſt tenderly love: her; 5 428 
* am unconſcious of having merited to 
_ « loſe her affection, I am unwilling to 
60 believe that ſhe has withdrawn it from 
© me; and ſhould ſhe wiſh to hear the 
« particulars of thofe,untoward circum- 
ce ſtances which have made ſo great a 
* change in my fituation, a line will | 
« find me at the underwritten addreſs, 
< and will moſt highly OY TIN 


at, gratify, her- NSN 12111 


1 Fincetly gerne. 


f 


«£2. IS 
L 2 


. and ever affecti onate friend,” 
Iran 18 
0 „„ * Faaxees Vaxcaun.” f 
"TO OP OY Wightad's,” = 155 e 
"8 Laurence Pountney Lane. I eee 


Fg 


7 


Not yet had ſhe folded u up * note; 
when the door opened, and. her benevo- 
Reb Wy appeared. She. roſe at 
his 


EE. ; 
CEA Wy * 
FFB 

i 1 


— 


his entrance, and, kindly e "rg 
hand, he ſaid, . Vou are not then uſed 


to the London hours; my wife and 
: daughters will not appear before eleven; | 
Fou were fortunate, Miſs Vincent, to 
And out this room, which being appro- 
-priated to my uſe, is always ready early, 
and which will pg be enen 1 | 


254. FANNY. 5 . 


I fear, Sir,” fild d Fanoy, „ 1 ſhall 
Nan: on your ſerious buſineſs.” ., 


« Not the leaft in the world; but 
| hall I intrude on any project of yours, 
if I entreat you to take the prefent op- _ 
portunity of informing me of thoſe cir- 
cumſtances in which I am ſo truly in- 
tereſted, which gave me the ee 
* friendſhip 7 : 


Ran ſaid, 957 Ab! 1 Ser, if y vun are at 
n it is what I hon moſt wiſh to 


5 P- 1 
£ 


. 


do, as I am impatient to ſhew you I am 
not wholly unworthy. of your protection, 
though I can never merit Four I | 


kinghelh-”; 


Mc Wigſtead led FIG a 0 and : | : 
placing himſelf oppoſite to her, liſtened 
with unaffected attention to che hiſtory 


which ſhe related to him, without ſup · 


preſſing a ſingle incident but thoſe which 


were unknown -to herſelf; ſhe dwelt 


with energy on the diſappointed hope of 


hearing from Lady Suſan, and of having 


found in her a friend: beyond the po- r 


of chance or fate to deprive her of; 
and putting her yet unfolded note into 


his hands, he read it, and, pleaſed with 


its ſimplicity, aſſured her Lady Suſan 
had been prevented by accident from 


once poſſeſſed; he aſſured her that he 


felt his on attachment tocher of anauue 
. e . 


FANNY, mw 


A run. 


| to ſecure to ber a ien as long as ie 
_ «lived, and that he truſted hencefor ward ſhe . 


would never ſcruple to apply to him in 


\ 


every exigeney; ſpeaking with a warmth 


of benevolence which brought tears in- 


to the eyes of Fanny, who, taught by 
-experience, could now perceive an inft- 


nite difference between the falſe, though | 
-ardent profeſſions of Sir John Sinclair, 
and the real, unaffected kindneſs of Mr. | 


a. rare 


4 Sir,” added the; « Mr. Ilerdsabt, | 


ths gentleman I ſaw here laſt night, 
knew me at Sinclair-lodge; he was cloſe 


'$ 


to me the night of that fatal ball, when 
1 heard the wicked aſperfions which 
| robbed: me eh wy ſenſes.” s 


F 14 


— 


* 

s | © .. — F 
| 7 * « * on 5 5 p . 

1 f 471 


« 1 pes Mordaunt, this mornings” 


faid Mr. Wigſtead ; © he has one of the 
beſt of human hearts, and I will let him : 


into our plan by which I have intro- 
F | ; EO duced: 


dueed you to my wife, as a lady recom- 
mended by my correſpondent, Mr. True- 
man, who fortunately lives in the North, 
and with whom Mr. Mordaunt is ac- 
5 e y 


1 —— _— 
—— U . — — — — — * 
— — —— _ — — — oy 


EY I + 


61 wk dmethiag R Mr. Tri rueman,” _ 
replies Fanny, „ have ſeen him occa- 


fionally, both at ee and at 
ann 5 


— 


* 
0 x 
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4 „ That! is Jacky,” aid Me. Wigſtead, 


ce for by this means Mrs. Wigſtead need 
never ſuſpect the deception I have put 
upon her; you may think me blame- 
able perhaps, for uſing any reſerve to- 
wards my wife; but 1 conſider this, 
added he, after a pauſe, ** as your ſe - 
cret rather than my own; and now, 
continued he, © let us talk a little of 
buſineſs; you came away in a great 
hurry, and probably brought no cloaths 
with you'; ſuppoſe You were to dedicate. - 
this 


_  ——————————— 


ern ory FLA SE Fo CN . RE BS4 debaddc. 2 


FANNY: 


LONG l 

dis morning to making F ach purchaſes 
as you want, and permit me to be your 
banker?” With theſe words he put a 
wa pound bank-note i into her Res 


e Oh, Sir 1” ſid a Fanny. 


SOC] 4 not mean, 3 1 
Wigftead, to place you on the depend 
ing footing of a hired governeſs; 1 will, 
have no ſettled falary, you muſt let me 
do things my own way; 1 am an odd 
old fellow, and rather obſtinate. Lou 
muſt take this note, though perhaps my. 
wife ſhall be told matters are regularly 
los. May ſhe not, Miſs Vincent 877 


21 © You a do with me as you pleaſe,” 
replied Fanny, with an accent of affec- 
tion. 1 


„ % Well then,” ſaid he, * aſk me no 
queſtions, I will ſettle with Mrs. Wig- 
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| FANNY, 8 


ct But if me aſks any queſtions? laic „ 
: __ 2 8 


« True, true,” replied her benevolent | 

protector; you muſt tell her then 
| ſixty paunds a year, 3 W not like 
azur e 


=. And als, Sir, faid Vande; # 
4 amply ſuffeient for all. by 


ce No, nor- interrupted Mr. ©. Wigltead, 

* know better young women's calls for | 
money; I am willing to ſuppoſe you a 
nonpareil, but there are a hundred 
pretty tempting things ; my daughter, 
now, can never reſiſt a dreſs-cap ; my 
daughter Fanny, perhaps, could never 
reſiſt a pale-faced e and a hungry 
child. 17 


"Font _ the note, and preſſed 
the hand that held it between both her's, 
with 5 


| maſter, it is not that I ſhall wiſh her to 


Sith a ay dont 3 ran Mr. Wig- 
ſtead continued And what part of 
your perfections ave 746 impart. to Fw 


phy 2 e 


K 
5 


ce wis wellig. ad uti ; 


common accounts, and needle- work, 
ſhe thought ſhe could inſtruct her in; 


and muſic, drawing, or whatever other 
accompliſhments might be thought ne- 
ceſſary, ſhe would ſee the young lady 
attended to; her vigilance ſhould ſup- 

ply che place of experience, and her wiſh 


to pleaſe muſt atone for the defects of ler 
acer ahh a OE lt 


* 
0 Z 5 
— * P 


« All that is truly uſeful, all that 


forms the mind and manners, I ſee plain- 


ly you are qualified to teach, and if, in 


compliance with a fooliſh faſhion, I give 


my daughter a drawing and a muſic- 


vannr. 264 


Wt more ehen ban 0 Vin . 


_— . 9 85 e Hu 8 TS IRg 566 2 


Aha! bon four, bon Jour, good folks” 
_ cried Matthew, who, at that inſtant, 
opened the door. What a charming | 
teète-à-tète; may I come in? but I ſee 


1 may in Miſs Vincent 8 s Kae face, 
a” EW; 1 eb L 


8 The fair Aurora turns a willing ear, 
Devoid of doubt, devoid of fear, : 

"To hoary-headed Titan's pleaſing ale, 
"OS age-0'er Toure and love e 


* 


— 


For 1 a 5 Miſs Vincent LINER not 
have granted me fuch a tete-à- tete. 
Would Oe . 16 iet 


4 * 2 


us May be nat,” 4a a ſwiling. 


2 Well,” 2 reſurned the mad-cap boy, 
but will you go with me this morning 
to o Kenſingion-gandens and allow me in 
+2 thoſe 


4 
D 


1 


162 e FANNY. 


+ 


hoſe foſt mades to breathe in your * ; 
all that wy heart dictates „ 


No, 2 * 04 Fanny, * 60 J bean 
allow n no ſuch thing.” 1 955 


i >» L 


u And dwells ſuch fcornful Kohtning inthoſe eyes, 
Whole milder beams e make the world their 2 


prize? 


And dwells Heck agar in that dowpy breaſt, | "I 


Where Cupid's doves would ſeck their ſofteſt : 
eſte | | 


Oh, ye! Miſs Vincent; 4 1 is t 


unbecoming to a e face as an aner 


| 1 ” ED 


750 Go," you 4 6 0 W go and 
ſee if your mother and ſiſters are down.” 


Away flew. Matthew.” 


$0:F here s lad, ” ſaid: Mr. Wigftead 


with a hundred good qualities; he is 
gentle, generous, and affectionate; he 


rannr. ” | 1 


. bor be wants We he 4 wants the 6. 


Ciety of elegant women to poliſh his 
manners; I believe I ſhall put him un- 


der your tuition. Here, Matthew,“ (as 
he chen entered) © Miſs Vincent will 
be ſo good as to undertake your educa- 
was VVT 


* 


« Ok tow; Miss Vincent,” rid he, ö 


W ene 51 9 we _ 


17 3 0 "oy mal and 

Her pupil bears a willing mind 

Pleas d with his ſweet, his dear ſubjeRion, | 
| Hel Kiſs the hand that 9 carrectin.” 


Mr. Wigſtead quia if the 1. | 
were down; be heard they were, and 


e M now ho we the breakfaft- table. 


At bredkfuſt banner bufßneſs and af⸗- | 
fairs were diſcuſſed and: nn | 


ar 
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air very different from Mr. Wigſteads 
delicacy and generoſity. Mrs. Wigſtead 
was evidently diſpleaſed that Fanny could 
not teach muſic and drawing, and parti- 
cularly that ſhe could not ſpeak French; 
but at laſt all points were ſettled, and 
-ſhe was inſtalled governeſs to NR So- | 
_ phia Wigltead. . 1814 
From that momem Milla Sophy deter- 
mined to bend her little wits to circum- 


vent and outwit her governeſs, to plague 8 


and vex her in every poſſible inſtance; _ 


-while Fanny reſolved to endeavour to 
gain the child's affection, and to bring 
her to what ſhe wiſhed, by gentle _ 
IEG Methods. 


J $ - 4 


"As Wigſtead defired, 5 young 
1 would accompany Miſs Vincent to 
the different ſhops in his coach, which 
was readily agreed to, and they retired 
to get ready for their expedition. 

5 . 


rannv. . 265 | 


When the en boſinefs was over, 
© the two young men propoſed a ſaunter in 
the park, which vas complied with by 
Miſs Wigſtead with great pleaſure. All 
mat they | ſaw. amuſed and delighted 
Fanny, who, unaccuſtomed to London, 


beheld with a pleaſing ſurprize, the 


opulence, the variety, the elegance, with 
which it abounds ; as they had yet an _ 
hour on their hands, before it was neceſ- 
ſary to return to dreſs for dinner, they 
looked in at two or three places, to en- 
joy their firft effect on her ĩinexperienced 
eye; which Matthew declared was a WEE | 
enen | 


But what aftoiiſthol Fanny more than 
the magnificence of London, and pleaſed 
her infinitely leſs, was to ſee that Ed- 
mund Wigſtead was quite a different 
being, when abſent from the reſtraint of 
his father's preſence. Conceited, aſſect- 
ed, gallant, and coxcomical, the thought 

FFF 5 him 


out 
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him this morning as bi, as the 2 


had found him agreeable the preceding 5 
evening; and ſhe ſaw with pain, that his 


_ unpleaſant qualities were only checked 
under an aſſumed reſerve; with ladies 
he was confident, equivocal, and pre- 
ae depending on his beauty for 
his excuſe, he dared to hazard any thing, 
and rolled his large black eyes with the 
| Moſt decided impudence, or fixed them 
in * Es een e po: fronds 
1 would have aeſpiſed t the youtg 7 
coxcomb as he merited, had he not 
pointedly directed his affiduities to her, 
and peſtered her with all the artillery of 
, cane and waer, | 
At length they returned "rag DO 
Fanny found a card from Mr. Mon- 
teith, and ſoon after ſhe reached her 
own room, Mr. Wigſtead ſent to requeſt 
her company in his parlour. Here ſhe 
TR 5 7 w 


ſaw Mr. N paid in e wi tin her 
protector; he roſe at her entrance, and. 
ſaid, I have been learning, Miſs Vin- 
cent, how to conduct. myſelf towards 
you, ſo as to ſpoil no meaſures already 


concerted ; the little 1 know of your - 


hiſtory, aſſured me you meant not to di- 

vulge the whole of it here, and the com- 

munication Mr. Wigftead has been 8 
good as to make to me, while ir exalts 

you in my en nene me Man friend 
for e ever. ack | 


vi 


"Th anny kid king fer wi 8 . 
6bid of kindneſs, and, at her requeſt, 
he! informed her of what had paſſed at 
the lodge, fince her departure. Sir John 

had made very ſtrict ſearch all over the 
neighbourhood, and when it proved to 
be: ineffectual, he taxed Colonel Gor- 
don with being an acceſſary in Fanny” 8 
1 which produced a quarrel and a 
ES + challenge ; ; 


LO rr. pa en, 


; adage they fought, and Sir John 
was wounded, not dangerouſly,” but ſo 
as to confine him for ſome time to his 
room. Miſs Sinclair had run away to 
Scotland with Mr. Euſtdce, and Miſs 
Euſtace had marfied Colonel Gordon 
Sir John was miſerable at his ven 
vhich prevented his following his fu- 
- gitive daughter, or ſeeking (which in- 
tereſted him ſtill more) the fair prize 
which had. eſcaped his clutches. The 
Calthot family were till at Bath, from 


— 


whence he underſtood they meant, as ſoooen 


as Lord Calſhot recovered a ſittleſtrength, 
to return immediately to London, with» 
out hazarding the 080 e into the | 
North. | 


Fanny was ack obliged to kim for 
his intelligence, and happy to be ſecure 
for ſome time from any ſearch, on the | 
_ of Sir "ON Sinh 


f 
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evening, which was — A | 
ceremony of cards, during which Mat- 
 thew, who made no ſecret of his devo - 
tien te Miſs Vincent, continued to ſeat 
himſelf next to her, and keep her en- 
gaged in coverſation the whole evening, 


his ſhy _— and is 1 OAnG: man- 
ners. YO 


When the 3 were gone, Mͤits 
Wige exerted her eloquence in run- 


ning them all down; no individual of the 
party, according to her, had either ele- 
gance, ſenſe, or beauty; and though 


herſelf ſo eminently deficient in all three, 


ſhe ceaſed not her larum, till Matthew, 
with prouiiee archneſs cried out, Ny 


380 Mons, in th' Olympian N 
Made all the Gods by turns his ſport; 
Therſites, ſo, the Grecian jeſter, 
Mocked all from Ajax up to Neſtor, | 
N 3” Day . Vamindful 


while Edmund kept aloef, and reſumed 
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1 . "A very. WI hit, NH cried — | 
; elder Mr. Wigſtead, your fiſter kid x 
we "Ou, 9529 to 4 4.4 0 1 
Wile Tm "HR I don- t. 15 1 1 had | 
done? replied Miſs Wigſtead marply, 
e nor I don't know what Matthew means 
; by his verſes that he's always ſo free 
of, I rann none of the people da re. 
about. „ prunes der ay FAR. | 


[BY 4, rl 9 for thee,” e 
| the father; © but come, Mat, "haſt no- 
thing to ſay to Miſs Vincent? ! is not ſhe 
a oy as for r! "by 0 

« 80 Far Sir, chat my talents,” _ 
plied Matthew are wholly e to 
it; I can only admire, ht 


AN RT. 


wie be the faceſ of the e | 

2, 30 dercn never loyd 3 1 cn As 
1 Moulds all onlatons to her will; 
And by her ſweetneſs and her merit, 
Wo Leads 4 Ita Ty willing 1 85 
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"£083 What ce ſtuffl⸗ 5. died 


Mrs. Wigſtead. „Truly, Mat, thou 


hadſt better give attention to the compt- 


ae than to ſuch nonſenſical lou- | 
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1: 706 Wat Matthew,” veſt Me. Wis- 


Read, loves the figures of poetry bet- 
„ cha thoſe of arithmetic; both, in 


due wrong! look lad, are voy commend- 


e e 364545 e e TDD Op 
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Two or- three abs more al in 
which Fanny found no reaſon to alter 
her opinion of the family. Mrs. Wig 
ſtead was coarſe in her manners, and did 
Not improve upon acquaintance; and 
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from her friend Mr. Mordaunt, the ** 


| "that ſhe had been che daughter of the 


merchant in whoſe compting-houſe Mr, ö 


Wigſtead had been placed when a boy; 
that charmed with his perſon, which, 


was very handſome, Miſs had N - 


refuſed all ſuitors, and at laſt; finding 
the irreſiſtible young man would not de- 
Clare himſelf, ſhe fell into a low way, 


from which ſhe confeſſed to her mother, 


nothing would raiſe her but marrying 
Mr. Wigſtead; the fond parents Wo 
adored their lovely daughter, (though 
uninſtructed themſelves, they had never 


thought of cultivating her mind) readily 45 


conſented, and broke the affair to Mr. 
Wi gſtead; he had no en gagement, but 
was far from returning the tenderneſs of 


his beautiful miſtrefs ; he held off for 
ſome time, till at length the ſight of her 
melancholy and ill health, her pale cheeks 


and emaciated form, conquered him, 


_ * marned the. td 55 was 


made 


8 7 * 
* 


Va FANNY 


made part er w h the . he Soon 5 

te to the whole buſineſs, and if 

money eee OO ns it in 
; abundance.” 1 Feet 


e wons an 
Laurence - Pountney Lane, Mr. Mon- 
teith paid ber another viſit ; this gentle- 


man, who ſaw her dependent ſituation, 


formed a project for her adyancement, . 
which he thought i it impoſſible the could 


refuſe. Though for ſome private reaſans . | 


he had ceaſed: to devote his own perſon 
to the ſervice of the fair, he had a noble 
friend, in whoſe favour he {till continued 
to exerciſe his influence over their hearts. 
To this lord, ſuch à prige as Fanny 

would, he knew, be invaluahle; be de- 
termined then to lay cloſe ſiege to her, 
and, as he knew ſomething of the Wig- 
ſteads, he thought it would be eaſy to 
render Mrs. Wigſtead adious to her, 
and to make her d ifſagisfied with her ſitu· 
e ation; 


5 linien! fa once he could accompliſh 
_ + -that, he concluded it would be eaſy to 5 
induce her to place herſelf under the 7 
F eee of his n e . 


1 n received b wh, \ Inland, 


od ſpent an hour very agreeably in his 
company; he artfully tried to get at her 
opinion of the Wigſteads; but ſhe for- 
bore to ſay any thing againſt the family 
to whom ſhe owed ſo much, though ſhe 
was not ſilent when Mr. Wigſtead was 
mentioned; ſhe declared him the beſt 
of human beings, and ſpoke in his 


praiſe ſo warmly, that Monteith ſaw he 


muſt not hazard any thing ſtrong at firſt; 
he knew, however, very little of Mr. 


Wigſtead, he would ſeek to know him 
better, and would form his opinion by 


Miſs Vincent's; he was ſure, whatever 


he had thought, her judgment was right; z 


it muſt be unerring; but Edmund 
what e ſhe of Edmund? 
1 8 © She 4 


- 


c She . not tell; the fs leſs of nt 


amd "os _ the delt of the ee * 


* 
. 4&5 
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| 4. T hen, Mis -Vinoen;" 10 me tel : 
= Edmund is not a man'of worth; 
brought up to a liberal profeſſion, Rs 
mund Wigſtead courts the low, pettifog- 
ging attornies, ' inſtead of ſeeking to 
raiſe himſelf by a connection with the 
more eminent on the bench; he is diſ- 
ſolute and rapacious, and is incapable of 
one liberal ſentiment; he is certainly 


5 e Land * think, were 1 a wo- 


* 


. 1 you mean, Sir id Miſs Vin- 


cent, to guard my heart againſt Mr. 


Edmund Wigſtead, let me e. I 
it is in no danger.“ 2 | 


46 Yer a fine perſon, fomerimes—" 


Cc Oh, 
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310 «Oh, ir would go avery little) 3 
me; but I fancy Edmund would hardly 
| ſeek. to make a conqueſt of me, and 7 
truſt I ſhould not become an eaſy prey 
to one wo cored not for me. 


CO Wu muſt ies my ;copentinance, 2 
ſaid Mr. Monteith, * but I am warm- 

ly intereſted for ts: and I ſhould be — 
| 1 to ſee you 1 


« Oh, Sir, do not manger it; 1 thank 
you for your attention, ſaid en f 
| a as he row to 89. _— m7. 


; Fanny” s original pique at Monteith's 
impertinence again returned, and as ſhe 
had no peculiar motive to difſemble her 
diſlike, ſhe perhaps ſuffered it to appear 
too plainly, for Mr. Monteith took a 
very cool leaye of her, and ſhe did not 


invite him to repeat bis vitit. He was 
| not 


= * % 
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not t however to de ſo eaſily A; 
be deter 


ined to perſevere, though per- 


- 


Mrs, Wigſtead had had time to. render 


Fanny's reſidence there uncomfortable, 
which he had no doubt would happen 
in time, and which would pave the way 
"yr: his propoſals. 


Soon 8 he was gone, Matthew 


Wigſtead rapped at the door, and, on 
being admitted, faid, I bring my 


paſſport in my hand, Miſs Vincent; I 
would ſuffer no one to convey this to 


you but myſelf; he then, on his knee, 


preſented her a letter, but would not de- 
liver it till ſhe permitted him to kiſs her 
hand ; her impatience would not ſuffer 
her to argue the point with him, and 
having given her the _ he 1 and 
"= the room. 


10 was from Lady Suſan. 


Fanny 
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+] Fanny broke the ſeal with" eagernet 
chen pauſed a moment ere ſhe unfolded 
the paper, but ſeeing i it quite full, drew 
a happy augury from that circumſtance, - 
and ee, en nd TOO: a8 WE: 
'Jows: en = - 


«. To Miss V e 1 


"I 


4 kal, i 


1 Weg idecd; my deareſt Ran, 
« had 1 been expecting to receive from 
4 you ſome anſwer to the three letters 
I wrote to you at Sinclair. lodge; but 
te your little billet, this inſtant received, 

«© proves there has been ſome: villainy 
ec at the bottom of this affair. Some, 
do 1 ſay |. Oh, what ele. could have 
ec driven my ſweet friend from her earli- 
< eſt home, to ſeek refuge from ſtrang- 
ers? What elſe could ſhave induced 
42 * her to commit her lovely perſon, and 


4 


1 7 » 
| « 1nexperi- 
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6. inex nen youth, ; forlorn and un- 
* protected, to the unpitying world — 
« Yet ſure, wherever you are, you muſt 
© meet with friends, and I long 1 impa- 


ce tiently for che communication 88 
* Ne me. RE 


= When my <A ſudden _ 
9 called me ſo inſtantly from you, my 
0 heart was full of fears for the dangers 
« 1 ſaw around you; for the ſnares 1 
c fancied were ſpread for you; alast 
< has not the event realiſed my fears? 
I wrote from Bath, to alarm your 

* jnnocent heart; reluctantly I wrote, 
for I knew the ſhock ir would give to 


= 


your peace; yet I could not bear to 


«© leave you unwarned of the blow 
*© which threatened you. To this let- 
« ter I received no anſwer. Again L 
c wrote.—Again I looked in vain for a 
letter from you; I would not believe 
. that 


»s 
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oe that you ted . kin. „„ 
my caution; but I trembled leſt theſe 
* had been too late, and left your in- 
& nocence had been ſurprized un- : 
6 awares, and my feet. friend had 
6s Joſt her peace for ever. Again, and 
in fearful agony I wrote, conjuring 
e you, if all my fears were dreadfully 
realized, to withdraw yourſelf inſtant- 
rom the fatal ſcene, and truſt tro 
«my friendſhip, and Mr. Cecil's, for : 
an alum, | | „ 
15 Your ſilence now almoſt diſtracted 
4 me; a thouſand horrible ideas croud- 
ed into my mind. I will not repeat 
e them to you; I cannot bear to dwell 
„ on them, even now I know you are 
c ſafe. I had juſt perſuaded my ge- 
nerous Cecil, who' 1s warmly your 
% friend, to return into the North, to 
gain ſome intelligence of you, when 
« your welcome billet arrived, and ſet 
my ſoul at reſt. 


5 40 
46 


66 


„ You will wil, 1 know, to hear 
ſome account of our family; my fas 


cc ye ſhall not return into the North, fo - 


cc 


te 1 


1 1 vas ſure it vas impoſſible o 
could ever have deſerved to loſe my 


love and oh, Fanny, you ſhould 
have 


* 


* 


ther mends, but very ſlowly, and 1 


believe it will be yet five or ſix weeks 
ere we ſhall be able to come to Lon- 


don; though it will then be early, 


that I ſhall at leaſt bo: near my Re 
ing end. 


«& Mr. 


* 
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been ſure I never could have 
withdrawn it from you! but, my 
ſweet girl, haſten and ſend me your 
narrative, you cannot imagine how 
anxious Iam to receive it. How my 
letters never reached your hands, 1 
cannot develope, unleſs Sir John had 
his ſuſpicions, and nenn them 
« from you. 


Wis - 
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HW; Mr. Cecil i is Ge f me good, gene. | 
rous being he ever was; you are no 
* ſtranger to my ſentiments of him, 
and why indeed ſhould I wiſh to con- 
'« ceat an attachment fou nded in reaſon 
and virtue? You will be ſorry to 
« hear that particular buſineſs calls him 


4 hence to the Weſt Indies, though 


4 


this circumſtance. may be eventually | 


„ lucky, fince he is going to take'poſ- 
5 ſeſſion of an eſtate, bequeathed him 
by a diftant relation, and, on his re- 
« turn, he is again to endeavour to gain 
n E e 


7 


0 Matters are in great formardieſt 
< for another wedding in our family, 
& which will be celebrated as ſoon as 
c we come town, between my ſiſter 
« and Lord Haughtonbury. - My ad- 
« vice, you know, my deareſt | Fanny; 
would weigh: but very little in that 
Ne Warte or I believe I ſhould have 
. 5 © 00 e 


9 ; ſiſter: is bene 9 well of him; 
« his eſtate is .{plendid, and his rank - 
« equal to the wiſhes or Lord 985 | 
. nd Callhot. 15 | 


- cx My bruder is gil as ins ORs | 


bi ordihip; t but my wal 7 


ce character he has ever been; his in- 
cc deed is a mind not ſubject to change; 1 ke 


did he know I was writing to you, he 
te would charge me with a thouſand - 
c good wiſhes and kind remembrances; 
te and here he. comes at this very inſtant. 
« Is it not true, de Grey? have you 
1c not a thouſand kind things to ſay to 
our Fanny ?” His amaze is extreme; 
he. is devouring your billet, Nee g 
e than reading it.—'* Thank Go 
ce he cries, © then ſhe is ſafe. Tell * 
* Suſan, I fervently rejoice in her eſcape. 
] had heard ſome circumſtances which 
*I would not acquaint even you with, 
0 for fear of nn you; but I had 
| :  falked | 
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He is truly ſo much intereſted in your 
_ «© welfare, that you muſt not call ita 


£ of: the — 


1 He has made me promiſe, and Fans 
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* ever leſſen the ſincere affection I feel 
© for you. Continue to love me, and 
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3 « talked them over with Cecil Bue 6 


aped. She 18 ſafe,” — — b | 


oy 1 his good wiſhes in Bis rejoice | N 


<<: breach of confidence, if I in 


«| pened to you fince our ſeparation- 


2 r will not force me 46; e 127 


. 20 
88 3 
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c © Adieuy s my WEI ay: dear friendz; 
ce helieve that no time nor chance ca 3 


57 ever 5 depend on che friendſhip of, 
” ce Your truly affeRionate”} 
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